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Lucienne Laroche was born wn 1929 in Paric. During her iudies in
oriental archasolagy at the Ecole du Louvre she was distinguished by
Profesenr andre Parrot, chief curaior of the Department ol rigntal
Antiditezs of 1the Louvre Museum, and she started working a: the Museum
=5 "Cnaraes de mizszion” in 1957 3fter sne a0t her geqrzes then at the
Centra Mationa! de la Pecherche Scientifique as ¢ollaborator of Parrot. Her
qualities of ceriousness snd understanding, as well as her discreat passion
for archasnlooy mads her soon become an ndispensaple atsistont to the
curaior Later on zhe followed Parrol when he bacame the nirst Direcior of

the Lowvre Pluseum in 1968, until he retired in 1572

o of @ sofd knowlesge, ner modesty stoppEe her from writing
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rreany pereonal estenti]ie contnbusions; howsaves Gespite her fullime work
ar the Louvrs, she pupliched two DOGKS: ( &77 S5 Suunsss Sadastds L7 (vt
S rticer s UMETTO Lagsanne Faris, 12710 and Mewes Gevsn? (Pans, Fernand

Mathar 19720 first pubirened in ralano py Mondadori in 1975 under the title

Gsr Bpengm 87 SARzeniSy A€ secratary of the volumes of Msaiar oo Slsri, she

[t

raade 4 conatgeranie work, shigntly mention2g at the beqining of the Dooks;

she 3ico participaied 1 1973 10 the foundation of the HA=300080°50 poir &8
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2= MEST Yo the orazervatian of the palace of the Thirg Mhillerum
B, and she was norsinatied as the secretary of the French archeological
rayiets  SleTs At om Time when 3 women o was rarely ncluded n French
LoEarean o tram 1960 unti ks fEst carpaign in 1974, and algo o Larza

rigaayan 1957 Thers sne also revealad nec aptitsde tor accuracy and sense
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of arganisation. 50 totaliy involved hersell in militant archaeology she
decided to take & certificate of modern arabic, which unfortunately che
coule practice anly fer a few ysars before she died. In 1967 she 'as
gw arded the Mational Order of “arts & Lettres™ for services rendered to
French Huseums,

k/hen che leit the Louvre at the same time as A Parrot, she went on
v ith the preparation of publications on Mari, until her fatal illness; she died
in 1981, at just over fifty For her numerous friends and collegues she
rermains @ made! of abnegation and devation to MNear Eastarn archaeology.
The travellers who were accompanied by her in the discovery of ancient
Mesopatamio will never forget her enthousiasm to make them understand

the cultyre of the vicited sites.
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1995



