
 

 

 

CFAC Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 

5:15-6:30 p.m. 
 

Attended  Unable to Attend 

Carolina Cerezo Kathleen Bowling 

Catherine Cummings Amos Charles 

Michele Cyr (ex-officio) Marlene Cutitar 

Linda Nici Nitin Damle 

Judith Nudelman Robert Dyer 

Sharon Rounds (ex-officio) Thomas Krahn 

Jie Tang Stephen Mernoff 

Anne Walters Victor Pricolo 

 Robert Schwengel 

 Allan Tunkel (ex-officio) 

  

Abbey Botelho (Staff Support)  

Tracey Maroni (Staff Support)  

Gabrielle Stranieri (Special Guest)  

 
1. The meeting began at 5:20 p.m. 

2. The November 28th Meeting Minutes were tabled due to lack of a quorum. 

3. Special guest: Gabrielle Stranieri, Communication Manager for Advance-CTR 
Gabrielle shared a brief presentation on Researchers@Brown (aka VIVO), which is a research-
networking tool that brings together publicly available information on the people, departments, 
and activities that collectively make up research and scholarship in all disciplines at Brown. 
Every Brown University faculty member has a profile. Reasons to use Researchers@Brown 
include:  

 Your profile is highly discoverable: Researchers@Brown is ranked No. 1 out of 90 sites 
for Google search results 

 It’s not just for Brown – your patients, colleagues, even grant reviewers, look at your 
profile when they search your name 

 It’s a great resource! Researchers@Brown easily connects you to a wide network of 
faculty, allowing you to network and find collaborators 

 It’s easy to use and allows you to set a delegate to manage your profile.  

https://vivo.brown.edu/


 
Gabrielle and others from Advance-CTR are available to provide support to faculty who would 
like help with their profiles. Gabrielle shared a “Cheat Sheet”, which Abbey will distribute via 
email to CFAC members.  
 
The committee discussed how Researchers@Brown can be a great resource for the clinical 
faculty in finding other teachers and clinicians. It was suggested that all CFAC members make 
sure they create or update their own profiles so that they can encourage their colleagues to do 
the same. Also, the CFAC will add the link to Researchers@Brown to their website. 
 
It was agreed upon that the name, “Researchers@Brown” is misleading and may imply to some 
that it is limited to research faculty. It was suggested to Gabrielle that the name be changed to 
something more inclusive such as “Faculty@Brown”. Gabrielle will bring this suggestion to the 
next steering committee meeting.  The CFAC will also share about Researchers@Brown in an 
upcoming Kudos edition so that clinical faculty will know that it is a valuable resource to them.  
 

4. New CFAC Membership  
Drs. Nitin Damle, Robert Dyer and Judith Nudelman served on the New CFAC Membership 
Search Committee and reviewed nine applicants from 2017-2018 and nominated two new 
members to serve on the committee: Dr. Philip Salko, Clinical Assistant Professor of Family 
Medicine and Dr. Philip Rizzuto, Clinical Professor of Surgery (Ophthalmology). It was agreed 
upon by the committee that their term would officially begin Academic Year 2019-2020. Dr. 
Amos Charles will rotate off the committee at the end of this academic year. Dr. Nici will send 
congratulatory welcome emails to Drs. Salko and Rizzuto.  
 

5. Tax Credit for Medical Faculty 
During Dr. Dyer’s membership discussions with Dr. Salko, Dr. Salko mentioned that a couple of 
states have a tax credit available to doctors who volunteer to teach medical students; Dr. Salko 
is looking further into this to pursue with RI legislature. One of the states is Hawaii (click here 
for the article). The committee agreed that this is something of interest and perhaps an 
initiative they may want to support.  
 

6. Town Hall Meeting – update from the December planning meeting 
Dr. Nici provided an update from the December 7th Town Hall Meeting planning meeting with 
Deans Elias, Cyr and Rounds, MFEC Chair, Dr. Steven Moss, and Christine Huntley, Dean Elias’ 
director of administrative operations and special projects. The Town Hall Meeting has been 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 17th from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. The MFEC is working on creating 
their own questions for the meeting and the CFAC will do the same. Question categories will 
likely include research, teaching, clinical faculty and hospitals. Given that the next scheduled 
CFAC meeting (March 20th) will be devoted to the Teaching Awards review, Dr. Nici suggested 
that the committee add a meeting in February to create questions for the Town Hall Meeting. 
Dr. Nici and Abbey will come up with some date options to poll the committee.  
 

7. Teaching Awards website and review process  

 Abbey presented the Google Site that she created for the CFAC teaching awards 
nomination and review process: https://sites.google.com/a/brown.edu/2019-dean-s-
excellence-in-teaching-awards-cfac/ In order to view the site, you are required to log-in 
using your Brown email account.  

https://jabsom.hawaii.edu/jabsoms-volunteer-medical-professors-to-qualify-for-new-state-tax-credit-in-appreciation-of-their-dedication/
https://jabsom.hawaii.edu/jabsoms-volunteer-medical-professors-to-qualify-for-new-state-tax-credit-in-appreciation-of-their-dedication/
https://sites.google.com/a/brown.edu/2019-dean-s-excellence-in-teaching-awards-cfac/
https://sites.google.com/a/brown.edu/2019-dean-s-excellence-in-teaching-awards-cfac/


 On December 12th, an email announcement was sent to Department Chairs, Division 
Directors, Program Directors and Clerkship Directors detailing the CFAC Awards and 
revised processes and new deadline of January 30th. A reminder email was sent out on 
January 2nd and another will be sent by January 18th.  

 Nominations will be uploaded to the site by the nominators. Committee members will 
also review the nominations from this site.  

 Abbey will assign the CFAC members with their nominations to review. An email will be 
sent to committee members with these assignments and instructions by the week of 
February 11th. 

 The committee will discuss the reviewed nominations at the March 20th CFAC meeting. 

 The tentative date for the Dean’s Excellence in Teaching Awards Reception is Tuesday, 
June 18th. 
 

8. Kudos: News from the Department of Pediatrics  
Dr. Carolina Cerezo will write the next Kudos’ article (February) on the Department of 
Pediatrics. The following Kudos contribution from the CFAC will likely focus on broader topics 
such as Researchers@Brown. 
 

9. MFEC Meetings  
Dr. Nici reminded the committee that it’s important for the CFAC to have a representative at 
these MFEC meetings and asked for members to sign up to attend the following meetings: 
February 19th and June 18th. Members may sign up by clicking on this Google Doc link.  
 

10. CFAC website review   
The CFAC website was briefly reviewed by the committee and a few suggested changes were 
recommended. Dr. Nici suggested that a subcommittee be created to review the CFAC website 
and make suggestions for changes and improvements. Dr. Nici nominated herself and Dr. Anne 
Walters volunteered to join subcommittee. Other members are encouraged to serve on the 
committee, as well. The subcommittee will review the website throughout the remainder of the 
academic year and will bring suggested changes to the meetings. During the summer of 2019, 
Abbey will edit the website based on these suggestions.   
 

Action Items: 

1. The November 28th Meeting Minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting.  
2. Abbey will share the Researchers@Brown “Cheat Sheet” and Advance-CTR backgrounder 

handouts with the CFAC members via email.  
3. Dr. Nici will send congratulatory welcome emails to Drs. Salko and Rizzuto. 
4. Dr. Nici and Abbey will come up with some date options for a February meeting to create Town 

Hall Meeting questions, and will poll the committee via email. 
5. Abbey will email the committee by the week of February 11th with their individual Teaching 

Awards nominations review assignments and instructions.  

6. Dr. Cerezo will follow up with Kris Cambra, Kudos’ editor, to submit her piece on the 
Department of Pediatrics for the February Kudos edition.  

7. Drs. Nici and Walters will review the CFAC website for areas of improvement to suggest to the 
rest of the committee.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:23 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for March 20, 2019 but a February 

meeting will likely be scheduled to plan for the April 17, 2019 Town Hall Meeting.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18tjpQRPobLyQOOBeO-5BorX4rIrKxA74xLddDlcKJx8/edit?usp=sharing

