
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
CFAC Meeting Minutes 

November 18, 2015 
5:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Attendees 
 

 
Unable to Attend 

 
Janet Grace, PhD Charles McCoy, MD 
Kathleen Bowling, MD Glenn Tung, MD 
Robert Schwengel,MD Amos Charles, MD 
Judith Nudelman, MD Caroline Troise, MD, PhD 
William Corrao, MD  
Stephen Mernoff, MD  
Catherine Cummings, MD  
Michele Cyr, MD  
Lindi Nici, MD  
Victor Pricolo, MD  
Anne Walters, MD  

 
Minutes from the Previous Meeting - The minutes from the previous meeting were approved.   
 
Dr. Victor Pricolo - Southcoast Medical 
 
Dr. Nudelman gave a brief summary of CFAC and its role at the medical school.  Dr. Pricolo was previously a faculty 
member at Brown prior to joining Southcoast in October, 2012.  There are faculty at Southcoast who would like to be 
involved in medical student education.  The level of involvement that Southcoast has with the medical school is 
through the Doctoring Program along with specialty programs in a non-hospital setting and 3rd year core clerkships in 
Family Medicine, Pediatrics and Ob/GYN. There is a shortage of primary care physicians in the Pediatrics and Ob/GYN 
core clerkships.  Several Southcoast physicians have expressed interest in creating core clerkships for 4th year 
students.  Currently there is a memorandum of understanding between Brown University and Southcoast.  It is not an 
affiliation.  Southcoast has strategic partnerships with exclusivity with Deaconess Medical Center, Saint Luke’s 
Hospital and Boston Children’s Hospital.  It is not a single partnership with one institution.  Southcoast is a health 
care system affiliated with several hospitals.   
 
A possible merger of Southcoast Medical and Care New England was announced on Monday. It is an agreement to 
negotiate in good faith.  The health care systems have 90 days to come to an agreement to move forward with the 
merger.  
 
As the medical school class has increased, several core clerkships are seeking additional clinical opportunities and 
South Coast is becoming a site for these clerkships. 
 
  



A discussion was held about faculty appointments for physicians affliliated with South Coast and if they occur 
through the clinical chairs or the newly formed Department of Medical Education. As the class size has grown, 
teaching does occur with physicians who do not hold faculty appointments, mostly in the Doctoring course, and the 
committee and Dr. Pricolo discussed the need to assist qualified faculty in obtaining appointments, ideally through 
their clinical departments. 
 
Meeting with Dean Elias in January 
 
Dean Elias and the finance department presented information to the Chairs of the Biology Departments outlining 
how funds are distributed through the medical school.  The hospitals give a certain percentage but it is much less 
than what other universities receive from affiliated institutions.   
 
The committee discussed concerns about the growing class size and the increasing difficulty of incorporating teaching 
into clinical work, due to pressures for productivity and other changes in health care. The committee discussed their 
commitment to providing quality medical education and their desire to discuss this with Dean Elias and inform Dean 
Tunkel. 
 
MFEC 
 
There will be a faculty forum in January. Two members of CFAC do sit on the committee as ex-officio members. The 
CFAC attendees discussed the differences in the committees: the rotating membership, variable attendance and 
some issues with administrative support. CFAC continues to wish to collaborate but maintain a separate committee... 
 
Teaching Awards 
 
Colleagues can nominate colleagues as long as the faculty member meets the criteria.  Department Chairs and 
Division Directors also nominate faculty.  However, there are some departments who do not nominate their faculty 
for teaching awards.  Hopefully, if others can nominate, this will assist with additional clinical faculty promotions and 
we can broaden the announcement to all clinical faculty. 
 
The next meeting will be held on January 20, 2016.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.   


