
Archaeological Fieldwork 
Information Session

Dr. Tyler Franconi and the Archaeology DigDUG



First things first:
• The Joukowsky Institute maintains an 

extensive information page on 
archaeological fieldwork for students:
• http://brown.edu/go/dig

• Brown faculty in the Joukowsky 
Institute and elsewhere would love to 
talk to you about fieldwork 
opportunities—just ASK!

http://brown.edu/go/dig


What is archaeological ‘fieldwork’?
• Excavation (digging)
• Survey (field survey)
• Sample collection
• Study of archaeological finds material
• Laboratory research
• Archival research
• Museum work
• Digital research

http://brown.edu/go/dig



What is a fieldschool?
• An archaeological experience that is explicitly

designed to teach students archaeological
methods and theory.
• Archaeological team includes staff members

who are responsible for teaching students ->
often trench supervisors.
• Many fieldschools will mix fieldwork with

‘classroom’ sessions, often in the evening,
and may include homework.
• Normally have fairly defined hours and

expectations for students, and staff will
handle other research responsibilities.
• Many fieldschools offer transferable credit.

• Taking a fieldschool for credit will usually incur
significant tuition costs, especially overseas.

• You do not need to pay a fortune to have a
good experience or learn useful skills!



What is not a fieldschool?
• Fieldwork projects that primarily exist 

for research purposes without a 
significant teaching component.
• You can learn on the job, but previous 

experience is often expected if not 
required.
• Student presence is typically low, so 

you may not be amongst peers.
• Expectations for working hours are 

typically longer and can run from 
sunset to sundown and beyond.
• There are, of course, many options in 

between these poles!



Fieldwork opportunities at Brown
• Sprint-UTRA funded opportunities for 

2024 (applications closed on Feb 1)
• Peter van Dommelen “Excavating 

everyday life and indigenous communities 
in Ancient Sardinia (Italy).”

• New Sprint-UTRA projects will be 
posted ca. Dec 2024 for summer 2025.



Fieldwork opportunities with strong Brown 
connections

https://www.ub.edu/ERAAUB/index.php/archaeological-sites/pollentia

Contact Peter van Dommelen for more information (peter_van_dommelen@brown.edu)



Fieldwork opportunities with strong Brown 
connections

https://isaw.nyu.edu/research/lyktos



Lyktos Archaeological Project (Crete) 

Co-Directors: 
Antonis Kotsonas (New York University)
Angelos Chaniotis (Institute for Advanced Study)
In collaboration with: 
Vasiliki Sythiakaki, Director of the Ephoria of 
Herakleion.





Some finds from sector A



Cemetery site 
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2024 Dates: June 8-July 7
Work week: 
Mon-Fri (Full day, 3 meals)
Sat (Half  day, w/ lunch)
Sunday (Free day, w/ dinner)



Fieldwork opportunity listings outside of Brown

https://www.archaeological.org/programs/professionals/fieldwork/afob/



Fieldwork opportunity listings outside of Brown

https://ifrglobal.org/programs/



Fieldwork opportunity listings outside of Brown
• Other lists:
• Boston University:

• https://www.bu.edu/archaeology/research/fi
eld-school-internship-list/

• University of Delaware:
• https://www.anthropology.udel.edu/current-

students/field-schools
• Yale University:

• https://archaeology.yale.edu/sites/default/fil
es/files/downloads/archeaology_field_school
s_2017.pdf

• Archaeology Fieldwork:
• https://archaeologyfieldwork.com/?cat=8

• Society for American Archaeology:
• https://www.saa.org/education-

outreach/teaching-archaeology/teacher-
training-field-opportunities
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Fieldwork opportunities in SE New England:

https://www.palinc.com/

https://ahs-inc.biz/contact/careers--internships

http://brown.edu/go/dig



Fieldwork opportunities in American CRM

https://www.chronicleheritage.com/

https://www.paleowestfoundation.org/



Fieldwork funding opportunities
See Joukowsky Institute page for funding opportunities:

https://www.brown.edu/academics/archaeology/research-
projects/fieldwork/fieldwork-opportunities

https://www.archaeological.org/programs/professionals/grant
s-awards/



Important questions to consider:
• What kind of skills do I want to 

develop?
• Am I looking for paid or volunteer 

experience?
• Do I want to go abroad or find 

something local?
• Do I want college credit?
• Do I want an experience beyond the 

actual archaeological training?
• Travel and site-seeing
• Language education



What can you expect on your first project?
• Living (and eating) conditions are extremely
varied.
• Accommodation ranges from tents to hotels.
• Meals range from cooking for yourself to restaurants.
• Food allergies (especially nuts and gluten) can be
difficult in some places and should be flagged to
project leaderswell in advance.

• Dietary preferences (veganism, etc.) should also be
flagged well in advance—especially if being fed.

• Working conditions depend on time and place.
• Summer work in the Northern Hemisphere is HOT.
• Some places, like the Mediterranean, are REALLY
HOT.

• Often significant sun exposure
• Hydration and sunscreen are your constant friends!

• Work can be physically demanding.
• Picks, shovels, wheelbarrows.
• Walking long distances.

• A good program will keep you safe and teach you
lots of things, but comfort is often relative.



Questions?

tyler_franconi@brown.edu


