
Greetings from the Department Head

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2022

Happy Holidays from Brown Chemistry

Our students are equally accomplished in spite of the many challenges brought upon by Covid. We
graduated 33 PhD students and 47 undergraduate students in 2022. In the fall, we welcomed 22 first
year graduate students from across the globe including China, India, Korea, the United Kingdom, and
Zambia, as well as students from Historically Black Colleges. 

We are looking forward to hearing from you and will double our effort to better connect to our alumni
and friends. Please take a moment to complete this form and share your news. 
In future newsletters, we will highlight alumni accomplishments. 

If you would like to make a donation directed to the Chemistry Department’s Flexible Fund, 
please make your gift here. 

I wish you a healthy, productive, and happy 2023. 
Sincerely,
Lai-Sheng Wang, Chair

I’m pleased to present to you our Fall 2022 newsletter and
would like to take this time to share some exciting recent
news and accomplishments of our faculty and students. 

Despite the tremendous impact and disruption of the
pandemic, we have successfully recruited four new faculty
members. Prof. Ming Xian joined us in the summer of 2020
and Prof. Benjamin McDonald joined us in the Fall of
2021, both in organic chemistry. This past summer, we
welcomed experimental physical chemists, Prof. Yusong
Bai and Prof. Emily Sprague-Klein. Prof. Megan Kizer, a
biochemist, will join the department in January 2023.
Additionally, we are having an active search in the field of
Computational & Theoretical Chemistry. 

Dear Distinguished Alumni and Friends of the Chemistry Department,

https://forms.gle/44pp1b6ToH5fMJec6
https://brown.edu/go/ChemistryGifts
https://brown.edu/go/ChemistryGifts


Welcome New Faculty 

Yusong Bai
Physical Chemistry

Emily Sprague-Klein
Physical Chemistry

Benjamin McDonald
Nano and Materials Chemistry

Organic Chemistry

Megan Kizer
Chemical Biology

Nano and Materials Chemistry

https://www.brown.edu/academics/chemistry/people/faculty/yusong-bai
https://www.brown.edu/academics/chemistry/people/faculty/yusong-bai
https://www.brown.edu/academics/chemistry/people/faculty/emily-sprague-klein
https://www.brown.edu/academics/chemistry/people/faculty/emily-sprague-klein
https://www.brown.edu/academics/chemistry/people/faculty/benjamin-mcdonald
https://www.brown.edu/academics/chemistry/people/faculty/benjamin-mcdonald
https://www.brown.edu/academics/chemistry/people/faculty/benjamin-mcdonald


Faculty News

Ming Xian was elected as an American Association for the
Advancement of Science fellow. The AAAS honored Professor Xian with
this fellowship for his "distinguished contributions to the chemistry and
chemical biology of reactive sulfur species." 

Brenda Rubenstein received an Early Career Research Achievement
Award for her research in theoretical and computational chemistry. 

Richard M. Stratt received  2022 American Chemical Society
Joel Henry Hildebrand Award in Theoretical and
Experimental Chemistry of Liquids.

Lai-Sheng Wang received the American Chemical Society 
E. Bright Wilson Award in Spectroscopy. This award which is
sponsored by the ACS Division of Physical Chemistry recognizes
outstanding accomplishments in fundamental or applied
spectroscopy in chemistry.  Lai-Sheng Wang also received the
biennial Herbert P. Broida Prize, which recognizes outstanding
experimental advancements in the fields of atomic and molecular
spectroscopy or chemical physics.

https://www.aaas.org/
https://aps.org/programs/honors/prizes/broida.cfm


AtomICs is a startup company composed of chemistry
doctoral students, Dana Biechele-Speziale and
Selahaddin Gumus, along with faculty members, Brenda
Rubenstein and Jacob Rosenstein. The team recently won
the Get Started Rhode Island competition, which provides
a prize of $50,000 cash and in kind services. 
Read more.

Student News

Eleftherios Mainas (Stratt Group) has been selected as an AHEPA
Mavroyannis Scholar for the 2022-2023 academic year. He is one
of three students in North America to win this scholarship which is
awarded to PhD students to support their research in theoretical
physics or physical chemistry.

Jia Dong (Wang Group) was the 2021 Vince Wernig Fellowship
Award for Academic Year 2022-23. The Vince Wernig Fellowship is
competitively awarded to one senior graduate student per year. The
level of support includes stipend, tuition, health insurance, and
health services fees for an entire academic year. Dong has shown his
excellence in research as evidenced by publications, conference
participation or other research accomplishments.  

https://www.brown.edu/academics/gradschool/about/newsletter/student-and-faculty-startup-wins-get-started-rhode-island-competition


Welcome New Faculty
 

GIVEJoin our Chemistry Friends and Alumni Community
by filling out this short form 

A series of talks from professionals in the field of Chemistry

Denise Barnes '81
National Science Foundation - Head of EPSCor

Bill Marinelli '77
President - Physical Sciences Inc. (PSI)

Padma Rajagopalan '97
Dept. Of Chemical Engineering Virginia Tech

Vincent (Chuck) Mattera '84
Chair and CEO II-VI

2022 Chemistry Department
Distinguished Alumni Guests Speakers

https://brown.edu/go/ChemistryGifts
https://forms.gle/HQ2FfK9ffFCCUtyw5
https://forms.gle/HQ2FfK9ffFCCUtyw5
https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/epscor
http://www.psicorp.com/
https://che.vt.edu/People/faculty/Rajagopalan.html
https://ii-vi.com/

