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Vergil’s Aeneid & the Geography of Loss

Sarah Spence is Distinguished Professor Emerita of Classics 
and Comparative Literature at the University of Georgia and 
Editor of Speculum: A Journal of Medieval Studies. Her work 
has focused on the poetry of Vergil and on the process of poetic 
adaptation and reception of the classics in the Middle Ages 
and beyond. She is the author of three monographs and several 
edited volumes as well as many articles and reviews. Founding 
editor of Literary Imagination, the review of the Association 
of Literary Scholars, Critics, and Writers, she has also served 
as editor of  Vergilius (the journal of the Vergilian Society of 
America) and, currently, Speculum, the flagship journal of the 
Medieval Academy of America. In 2014 she published, with 
Elizabeth Wright and Andrew Lemons, a translation and 
commentary on Latin poems written about the 1571 Battle 
of Lepanto during the first year following the battle. She is 
currently completing a book on the poetic treatment of the 
island of Sicily in works from Cicero to Dante.

This lecture is sponsored by the Putnam Flexible 
Research Fund. For more information, please call 
(401) 863-1267 or write classics_department@brown.edu
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