
 

Symposium: 

BUILDING THE EXTENDED SOCIETY 
 
 

Friday, April 26, 2013, 2:00-5:00 p.m.  

Rhode Island Hall, Brown University, Providence, RI 
 
 

Schedule: 
  

2:00: Welcome and Introduction 

 

2:10: Sue Alcock, Brown, Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology and the Ancient World 

  “What’s Brown and Sounds Like a Bell?” 

Advocating for the study of ancient manuring practice may sound like a feeble academic joke, but such is far from the case.  How dung was 

collected, stored and spread is potentially revealing of a range of land tenure and land use practices, and its understanding central to the 

decipherment of regional survey data.  This paper will wallow in the midden of evidence from Greece, from Classical to Roman times. 

  

2:20: Suzie Pilaar Birch, Brown, Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology and the Ancient World 

  “Exploring the Emotional Ecology of Humans and Herds”   

This paper will explore the different types of relationships between people and herd animals. Domestic herds—cattle, sheep, goat—have long 

fulfilled a distinct economic role in society. Their seasonal movements and feeding behaviors have been controlled by humans for millenia.  In 

contrast, the ethology and ecology of wild herds of animals (such as deer) dictated many of the ways prehistoric groups interacted with them, 

creating a scenario where human mobility and diet depended on the agency of the herds.  

  

2:30: Jim Allen, Brown, Egyptology and Ancient Western Asian Studies 

  “Merging People and Animals in Ancient Egypt” 

Among the things ancient Egypt is famous for, one that stands out is its images of humans with the heads of mammals, reptiles, or insects. 

These are testimony in part to an unusual sense of continuity between us and the animal world – one which, however, did not include pets. 

  

2:40: Paja Faudreee, Brown, Anthropology 

  “Beyond Nipping Puppies, Signing Apes, and Dancing Bees: Communication Across Species” 

A long line of researchers have looked at animal communication systems primarily for what they can tell us about human language.  Here, I'll 

take a different approach, discussing how human and animal communication are intimately intertwined, with human language often crucially 

depending on its ties to animal communication. 

  

2:50: Nancy Jacobs, Brown, History 

“Writing a History of Birders (and Birds) of Africa” 

The divides among the birders of Africa—black/white, European/African, and vernacular/scientific—are so conspicuous that it is hard to write a 

history of both people and birds. Unless knowing involves loving, somehow.  Traces of affective connections among all sorts of birders for the 

birds suggest this may be the case. 

  

3:00: Lucy Spelman, RISD, History, Philosophy, and the Social Sciences 

  “Doctoring the Ark: How Human-Animal Bonds Develop” 

In order treat untamed animals, zoo and wildlife vets must find ways to connect with their patients—without being bitten, scratched, kicked, or 

poisoned. Since for many species a hands-physical exam is stressful, we observe first, and act second. 

  

3:10: Connie Crawford, Brown, Theatre Arts and Performance Studies 

  “Interspecies Interactives: In Search of Democracy” 

I will discuss ways in which acting techniques can be applied to working with horses in order to develop harmonious relationships. The 

domestic horse lives in fear most of the time. When we enhance communication skills and really listen to our partner (horse or human) we can 

improve our society. 

  

3:20: Break 

 



 

BUILDING THE EXTENDED SOCIETY 

Schedule (continued): 
 

3:30: Bryan Brinkman, Brown, Ancient History 

“A Soul Connection: Varro and the Case against Animal Sacrifice” 

The Roman author Varro in his work on agriculture (de Re Rustica) implicitly calls into question the morality of animal sacrifice. Varro was 

informed by an aspect of Pythagorean thought that viewed humans and animals as inherently linked because of the principle of transmigration 

of souls. 

  

3:40: Daniela Galli, Brown, Classics  

 “The Representation of Animals in Valerius’ Flaccus’ Argonautica” 

As in Virgil’s Aeneid, animals in Valerius Flaccus’ Argonautica are often mentioned in similes in order to represent their humanization and 

harmony in emotions with humans. Some similes from Books 1 and 6 will be analyzed in order to let these aspects emerge.  

  

3:50: Martin Devecka, Brown, Classics 

“The Traffic in Glands: Beavers on the Margins of the Roman Empire” 

In Roman literature, it is a commonplace that beavers escape from hunters by self-castration.  This strange animal myth has its roots in the 

Roman luxury trade, which imported beaver “testicles” to Rome for a variety of uses, and also in Roman ideas about the proper relation of the 

provinces to the imperial metropole. 

  

4:00: John Bodel, Brown, Classics 

  “On Making an Ass of Oneself: Apuleius and Greco-Roman Animal Stories” 

Classical Greco-Roman myth includes many tales of humans transformed into animals. The mid 2
nd

 c. African author Apuleius, a self-styled 

NeoPlatonic philosopher, exploits in his allegorical novel, Metamorphoses, a well-known story involving a man turned into an ass but retaining 

human sensibility to query accepted notions of continuity and disjunction between men and animals. 

  

4:10: Jonathan Conant, Brown, History 

“Elephants, Vikings, and the Culture of Fear in Early Medieval Europe” 

In early medieval Northern Europe, animals were thought to inspire fear and offer protection. This informal discussion will consider these issues 

by focusing in particular on the elephant of the Frankish emperor Charlemagne (768/800-814) and the use of animal symbolism on armor in 

the Scandinavian world. 

  

4:20: Palmira Brummett, Brown, History 

  “Animal: Actor and Medium and the Islamic Middle East” 

Animals in the literatures of the Middle East represent the rights of the abused, serve as (mystic) mediums between humans and the divine, 

and embody the charitable impulse in Islamic contexts. I will take a look at the 10th C. Arabic “Island of Animals” as emblematic of those 

themes, particularly the debate on animal rights. 

  

4:30: Stephen Houston, Brown, Anthropology 

“Dogs that Dress Up: Trans-Species Clothing among the Classic Maya” 

Maya imagery abounds in depictions of animals, identifiable by glyphs and physical features. What surprises is how often such animals dress--

or, appear to dress--in human attire. A short review will explore bestial couture and what it means for animal-human identities during Classic 

times. 

  

4:40: Andrew Scherer, Brown, Anthropology 

“Loathing and Ambivalence” 

Totems, companions, food.  These are the sort of positive attributes we typically apply to ancient animals.  Yet some animals must have been 

despised, perceived as having little to no redeeming quality.  Others may have had had their use, yet still generated feelings of disgust and 

disdain.  Is there evidence for animal loathing and ambivalence among the ancient Maya? 

  

4:50: Wrap-up 

  

5:00: Reception 


