BROWN UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOL NEWS

Winter Dissertation Writing Retreat: Twenty-four doctoral students participated in the winter retreat – 15
new and nine returning. Writing Center Interim Program Manager and Visiting Assistant Professor, Charles
Carroll, noted that the students were incredibly supportive of each other. “From the start, they were
celebrating each other’s accomplishments, big and small.” The next retreat will be in Summer of 2020.

HIV Prevention to Opioid Overdoses: Goedel
Discusses his Nationally Recognized Research
William Goedel, a doctoral candidate in
Epidemiology, first began working in HIV
prevention research as an undergraduate
at NYU and is passionate about advancing
prevention technology and strategies.
“As a young gay man myself, I feel like
it’s my responsibility to help other HIVnegative gay men stay negative and
help gay men living with HIV to live the
longest and healthiest lives they can
and I firmly believe that we cannot end
the HIV epidemic in the United States
without ending it for those who are most
vulnerable,” says Goedel.
Goedel is a recipient of the Ruth L.
Kirschstein National Research Service
Award from the National Institute of
Mental Health to support his dissertation
work. “The award meant that I could have
some protected time each week to do
work that’s meaningful to me. It’s also my
first grant award from the NIH so I’m quite
proud of that,” he says.
Goedel’s dissertation is titled, From
Surviving a Plague to Ending the
Epidemic: Using Biomedical HIV
Prevention to Reduce Disparities Among
Gay and Bisexual Men. His research uses
mathematical modeling to understand
how to best implement HIV prevention

strategies. He focuses on a variety of
different prevention methods, such as
a daily pill and a hypothetical vaccine.
Goedel is especially interested in new
prevention technologies and he is driven
to help achieve health equity for all
gay men. He enjoys working through
the challenge of communicating with
patients and healthcare providers about
treatments that are in development.
Goedel explains, currently, gay and bisexual
men in the United States have a one in
six risk of acquiring HIV infection in their
lifetimes, but there are stark disparities by
race and ethnicity. This lifetime risk is one in
two for Black/African-American men and
one in five for Hispanic/Latino men, but only
one in 11 for White men.
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DEAN’S MESSAGE
Andrew G. Campbell
With the spring 2020 semester
underway, I am excited to share the
latest issue of the Graduate School
newsletter. Throughout this issue are
stories that highlight the innovative
research and training of our graduate
student scholars who are having an
impact around the world.
I can report that we received the
highest number of PhD applications
in the history of Brown Graduate
School. There are record numbers
of applications from historically
underrepresented groups in
graduate education, women and
international applicants, which is
notably different from what many
other U.S. institutions are reporting. I
expect this trend to hold true for our
master’s programs as well.
With the start of 2020, I am also excited
to step into the role of Chair-elect on
the board of the Council of Graduate
Schools (CGS). This appointment
provides me an opportunity to interact
with leadership at diverse institutions.
As the needs and expectations of
graduate students continue to evolve,
as a part of the CGS board, we hope to
be instrumental in the development of
graduate students as future leaders and
researchers.
I also wish to remind graduate students
of the various resources and support
available to ensure your success.
Please feel free to stop by my weekly
office hours held across campus.

Read more at brown.edu/gradschool
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OPPORTUNITIES AND UPDATES
Certificates Offer New Perspectives, Community and Skill Sets
Doctoral certificate programs are open to all PhD students and provide an opportunity to gain
expertise in a second area beyond the home discipline. There are currently nine Certificate
offerings in a variety of areas across
the University. Many of the options are
interdisciplinary in nature and expand the
Brown culture of the Open Curriculum for
doctoral students as another opportunity to
distinguish themselves on the job market.
“The graduate certificate in Science and
Technology Studies (STS) provides an
invaluable opportunity for students from a
wide range of academic departments and PhD students Thomas Pringle and Matthew Ellis.
programs across the university to immerse
themselves in this interdisciplinary field and form connections with one another,” says
Lukas Rieppel, the David and Michelle Ebersman Assistant Professor of History.
Matthew Ellis, a PhD student in Modern Culture and Media is completing a certificate in
STS. “As a cinema studies scholar, I never thought that I’d have a chance to work alongside
scholars who study biology or the history of alchemy, and I certainly never thought that
the research they share might help me work through questions about film art in the
twenty-first century, but it has,” says Ellis.
He first learned about the certificate program during one of his final semesters of
coursework while taking The Politics of Knowledge, a history course outside of his
home department where the instructor mentioned the option. A fellow student had
recommended the course and Ellis found that the content corresponded well with his
comprehensive exam work.
As with many types of interdisciplinary research, the certificate programs give students an
opportunity to study a second area, which can often help expand a dissertation topic or perspective.
Thomas Pringle, also a doctoral student in Modern Culture and Media, originally learned
about the STS Certificate through a reading group. He was eager for more robust training
in core area of his dissertation topic.
“This Certificate has given me the opportunity to read and engage with the scholarship of
researchers that is not available in the coursework of my own or other departments on
campus. This greatly assisted me in framing my legibility as a scholar, particularly when
applying for jobs,” says Pringle. Read more at brown.edu/gradschool/STS.

CareerLAB Graduate Student
Walk-In Hours
Mondays 12-1 pm (first floor)
Tuesdays 2-3 pm (first floor)
Thursdays 3-4 pm (third floor)

English Language Support
Brown Bag News Group
Monday, Feb. 3 – April 20, 12-1 pm,
Sciences Library 520
This weekly English conversation group
uses news articles and commentaries from
the Brown Daily Herald as launching points
for discussions about U.S. culture, idiomatic
language, and English vocabulary. Lunch
provided.
Learn more at brown.edu/sheridan/
news/events.

Research Matters 2020
Join us on April 22, 2020 at 5:30
pm in the Granoff Center.
The live event will feature short
talks by graduate students on
“Why my research matters”.
See a showcase of exceptional
graduate student scholarship and
celebrate their discoveries and
ideas.

Backup Care Now Available for Graduate Students
Caring for your family while you are at school can often be a challenge. Whether it’s afterschool care or caring for a child who is home ill, sometimes you need additional support. To
help alleviate life’s unexpected challenges, we now offer family care benefits to support a
productive research-life balance for our students.
All graduate students are eligible for a Care.com membership, which includes access to a
database of providers for a child, an elderly adult, home, pet, or tutoring. There is no cost to
find care providers on the website. Once you identify someone you would like to hire, the
cost of care should be discussed directly with your potential caregiver.
Eligible graduate students can also take advantage of subsidized backup care for in-home
or in-center childcare. Caregivers in the backup care program have been vetted and
background checked. A subsidized rate of $4.00/hour is charged for in-home backup care
and $10 per child per day at a child care center. Brown will cover five days of backup per
calendar year for eligible graduate students with children. Learn more at brown.edu/go/
care; sign up at browngradfamilies.care.com.
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Pappas Wins Grant from
Paul Mellon Centre

OUR PEOPLE
Deans’ Faculty Fellows Teach Self-Designed Spring Courses
Six recently completed doctoral candidates kick off the spring semester teaching their own,
individually devised and crafted courses. This fifth cohort of Deans’ Faculty Fellows hail from
across the disciplines and look forward
to this unique teaching experience
before entering the job market.
The fellowships give advanced graduate
students the opportunity to strengthen
their teaching portfolios through the
development of their own courses in
consultation with a faculty mentor.
Nikole Bonacorsi is teaching a course
Current Fellows: (back, left to right): Ross Parker, Virginia
titled, 500 Million Years of Land Plants
Thomas, Ian Russel; (front, left to right): Silvia Stubnova, John
in the Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Krantz, Nikole Bonacorsi
department. “The idea of the course is
to take students on a journey through time to explore the fossil record of land plants, what
the ecosystems they built looked like through time, and how different the earth looked in
the past,” she says.
Bonacorsi was excited about the opportunity because she loves teaching and wanted the
opportunity to run her own course. “I’m really looking forward to getting to use the skills
I have learned through the Sheridan Center in my own course, and I hope this experience
will help me prepare for a teaching-focused future career,” she says.
Silvia Štubňová chose to design a course about the non-royal Egyptians. Her course, “Life
on the Nile: Ancient Egypt beyond the Pharaohs takes a unique perspective, focusing on
various classes of people who are underrepresented in historical narratives,” says Štubňová.
She explains that teaching an interdisciplinary course will expand her capacities as a
professor and provide a unique teaching experience, both of which she hopes will prove
invaluable for her future aspirations within the realm of academia.
Ian Russell’s course, Queer Aesthetics en español, explores the history and circulation of
queer desire and relations in Spanish and Latin American literature and art. Students are
encouraged to read and explore texts from around the Spanish-speaking world.
Read more at brown.edu/gradschool/DFF2020.

Master’s Student Focus: Joshua
Daniel, Biomedical Engineering
Joshua is a fifth-year master’s student from
St Lucia who completed his undergraduate
degree at Brown in Biomedical Engineering.
I’ve enjoyed how focused my graduate
year has been on pursuits and activities
that will prepare me for an engineering
and design career. The opportunity to
complete independent thesis work is
the primary reason I chose to pursue a
master’s degree. I look forward to writing
and defending a thesis and prototype
that will set the foundation for further
impactful studies. Kudos to Professor of
Engineering, Joseph Crisco, for being an
excellent advisor in this regard.
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After graduation,
I hope to pursue
a career in
medical device
design. I’d also
love to be a
founder of and
lead a firm that
focuses on the
design and
implementation
of medical technology, particularly
geared towards neglected diseases and
underserved populations globally.
Read more at brown.edu/gradschool/
Daniel.

Allison Pappas, PhD candidate
in the History of Art and
Architecture received a Research
Support Grant
from the Paul
Mellon Centre
for Studies.
She visited
art collections
London,
Cambridge, and
Bradford, to
complete archival work for the first
chapter of her dissertation, which
focuses on the development of the
paper photography process and
investigates light, chemistry and
optics.

Youn Receives American
Lung Association Grant
Doctoral
candidate in
Health Services
Research, Bora
Youn, has been
awarded a
Lung Health
Dissertation
Grant from the American Lung
Association to investigate a new
treatment approach for advanced
non-small cell lung cancer in the
elderly. She will study the real-world
impact of treatments such as novel
chemotherapies, targeted therapies,
and immunotherapies.

Cai Wins China Initiative
Dissertation Award
PhD candidate
Yifeng Troy
Cai recently
received the
China Initiative
Dissertation
Award, which
supports archival,
library or on site field research. His
doctoral research addresses the
question, how is human society
formed and changed through an
ethnographic study of the impact
of digital technologies on the
formation and transformation of
social relations and social groups.
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HIGHLIGHTS

RECENT INITIATIVES AT BROWN

Dean’s Message

•

New research, teaching and professional development
programs for graduate students

Dissertation Writing Retreat

•

7 new or expanded staff positions to serve graduate students

•

Expanded English language support

•

Strengthened child care subsidy, backup care and parental
relief policy for eligible students

•

Expanded support for humanities and social science PhD students

•

Graduate Student of Color Orientation

•

Wernig Graduate Student Study Center

•

Dental insurance for eligible PhD students

•

PhD Certificates

•

Transitional stipend for incoming doctoral students

•

Expanded international student support

•

Dedicated Commencement ceremony and awards for master’s
students

•

New advising and mentoring resources for faculty and
graduate students

PhD Student Goedel Discusses HIV
Prevention Research
Certificate Programs Offer New
Perspectives
Care.com Now Available for All
Graduate Students
Deans’ Faculty Fellows Spring
Teaching
Student Awards
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