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HISP0710A - Cultura gastronómica de España, Esperanza Godoy 
Spain has a rich and varied culinary culture — both steeped in its multicultural history and at the cutting edge 
of new culinary movements. In this course, you will learn about la cocina española in all its dimensions and at 
the same time develop your linguistic skills in written and oral Spanish. Topics include: the Mediterranean diet 
(and its threat from fast food), the culture of tapas, the wine regions of Spain, Spain’s new star chefs, the olive oil 
industry, Spanish food products abroad. We will explore these topics through documentaries, recipes, 
interviews, films, music, short stories, and hands-on cooking. 
 
HISP0730 - Early and Contemporary Spanish American Writers, Prof. José Ramón Ortiz 
An introduction to major authors, movements, and themes of Spanish American literature from the Discovery 
to the present. This course also aims to develop students' oral and written expression in Spanish. Students are 
expected to engage in close reading and discussion of texts, as well as to revise their papers. 
 
HISP0740 - Intensive Readings in Spanish, Prof. Julia Chang 
This course provides students an overview of the major authors and movements in Spain’s literature from the 
Middle Ages to the twentieth century. It teaches students to close-read and engage critically with individual texts 
and their literary, historical, and social conditions of production. Throughout, we will interrogate canon 
formation, examine the literary construction of the self and the nation, and analyze the reflection – and creation 
– of culture in literature. 
 
HISP1260F – Feminismos, Prof. Julia Chang 
This course will explore the modern and contemporary manifestations of feminism in the Spanish speaking 
world including Spain, Latin America and the US. In addition to feminist essays and manifestos, we will 
examine examples from literature and visual art which take up questions of feminism and gender equality. 
 
HISP1290V - All About Almodóvar: An Introduction to Spain's Contemporary Auteur, Prof. Sarah Thomas 
This course will introduce students to the work of Spanish director Pedro Almodóvar, arguably the most 
important filmmaker of the last decades in Spain. Starting with his early underground works from the movida 
madrileña and ending with his globalized super-productions, we will follow the trajectory of Almodóvar's 
filmmaking career chronologically, examining recurring thematic elements and issues of cultural, gender, sexual, 
and artistic identity that emerge in his films. Engaging in both close readings of particular films and broader 
analyses across Almodóvar’s body of work, we will explore the ways in which his films reflect the changing 
political, cultural and artistic face of Spain. We will also ask whether he has come to symbolize the kind of 
auteur cinema in opposition to which he initially positioned himself. 
 
HISP1370K - Literatura Latino Americana del Siglo XXI, Prof. José Ramón Ortiz 
Estudiaremos las tendencias innovativas de la narrativa latinoamericana reciente. Veremos la literatura como 
un trabajo sobre la resignificación de lo nuevo. Nuevas voces, nuevos textos y géneros, y nuevas ideas proponen 
una visión del futuro que buscaremos documentar. Los libros y textos que leeremos son un mapa del futuro. 
Algunos temas: el sicodrama familiar, violencia y crisis del proyecto moderno, la saga de la migración, la 
conciencia transatlántica, el mundo emotivo y los afectos, la ética de la solidaridad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HISP1500L - Theory & Practice of Translation, Prof. Sarah Thomas 
The objectives of the course are to give students a firm grounding in the theory of translation studies as well as 
extensive experience in the practice of literary translation, working closely with several canonical Spanish texts 
as well as texts of the student’s choice. Throughout the course of the semester, students will also be called upon 
to reflect actively on their experience as translators, and dialogue on this experience with their peers. This 
course is structured as a workshop, with students sharing their work – both translations and reading reflections – 
and collaborating with their peers.  
 


