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HISP0710D - History of the Spanish Language, Prof. Mercedes Vaquero 
We will study of the development of Spanish from the first manifestations to the present, and the development 
of the language beyond the Iberian Peninsula (in the Sephardic diaspora and in the Americas). Includes the 
historical and cultural events that deeply influenced the shaping of Castilian language. We will examine the 
most relevant contributions as well as other languages (Arabic in particular) in shaping the Spanish language. 
 
HISP0730  - Early and Contemporary Spanish American Writers, Prof. Felipe Martinez Pinzon 
An introduction to major authors, movements, and themes of Spanish American literature from the Discovery 
to the present. This course also aims to develop students' oral and written expression in Spanish. Students are 
expected to engage in close reading and discussion of texts, as well as to revise their papers. 
 
HISP0740 - Intensive Readings in Spanish, Prof. Rafael Castillo Bejarano 
This course provides students an overview of the major authors and movements in Spain’s literature from the 
Middle Ages to the twentieth century. It teaches students to close-read and engage critically with individual 
texts and their literary, historical, and social conditions of production. Throughout, we will interrogate canon 
formation, examine the literary construction of the self and the nation, and analyze the reflection – and 
creation – of culture in literature 
 
 
HISP1250B - Hispanic Culture Through Film, Prof. Mercedes Vaquero 
This course examines major trends of Hispanic cinema through a representative selection of culturally diverse 
films from Spain, Latin America and the USA. Among the course objectives are: to learn about Hispanic 
history and culture through film, to understand cinema’s strengths and limitation for representing culture and 
history, to gain an understanding of Hispanic cinema in a broader context of globalization, and to learn to 
write film analyses in Spanish. 
 
HISP1330W - War, Revolution and the Cult of the Hero in Latin American Culture, Prof. Felipe Martinez 
Pinzon 
Through an analysis of a diverse corpus of novels, short stories, declarations of war, propaganda posters, graphic 
novels, political songs, documentaries and blockbuster epics, this course will tackle the literary and aesthetic 
underpinning of war and revolution in order to scrutinize its political and aesthetic powers in Latin America.  
This course will question the ways in which war and revolution are made through language and staged in 
literature.  
 
HISP1370B  Gaborium: Memory, Fiction, and Reading in Gabriel García Márquez, Prof. Julio Ortega 
Departing from some formats of writing and reading (myth, history, legend, journalism, memoirs) in García 
Márquez writings, we plan to study the representation (magical, carnivalesque, political) unfolding in his 
novels, stories, and essays. From this processing of information and exchange, our course will analyze the 
cultural history of abundance, scarcity, and Utopia in Latin America.  
 


