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NOTE:  All courses offered by the department (starting at the 600- level) are writing-intensive, 
designated WRIT, which means that they satisfy the University’s Writing Requirement. In our 
courses students have the opportunity to write at least two papers, and receive substantive 
feedback and advice as they develop their writing. All Brown undergraduates must complete at 
least one approved WRIT course by the end of their 4th semester, and a second WRIT course 
during their 5th-7th semesters.  
 
 
 
 
FREN0200 – Basic French  
Multiple Sections 
Stéphanie Ravillon 
This is the second half of a two-semester course. Four meetings a week for oral practice plus one 
conversation hour. One hour of work outside of class is expected every day (grammar/writing, 
oral practice, reading). An accelerated track enables qualified students to go directly to FREN 
0500 after FREN 0200. Enrollment limited to 15. 
 
FREN0400 – Intermediate French II  
Multiple Sections  
Instructor TBD 
Continuation of FREN 0300 but may be taken separately. A four-skill language course that stresses oral 
interaction in class (three meetings per week plus one 50-minute conversation section). Materials include 
audio activities, film, and a novel. Short compositions with systematic grammar practice. 
Prerequisite: FREN 0300, FREN 0200 with permission, or placement. 
 
FREN0500 – Writing and Speaking French I  
Multiple Sections  
Instructor TBD 
A four-skill language course that stresses oral interaction in class. Thematic units will focus on 
songs, poems, a short novel, a graphic novel, films and a longer novel. Activities include a 
creative project using Comic Life, and a systematic grammar review.  
Prerequisite: FREN 0400, FREN 0200 with written permission, or placement.   
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FREN0600 – Writing and Speaking French II  
Multiple Sections  
Stéphanie Ravillon  
Prerequisite for study in French-speaking countries. Class time is devoted mainly to conversation 
and discussion practice. Writing instruction and assignments focus on essays, commentaries, and 
to a lesser degree, on story writing. Apart from reading assignments for discussion (press articles 
and literary excerpts), students select two novels to read. Enrollment limited to 15. WRIT 
Prerequisite: FREN 0500 or placement.   
 
FREN0620 - Writing and Speaking French II: Literature - L’inquiétant étranger 
M,W,F 12pm – 12:50pm 
Instructor TBD 
Same level as FREN 0600. The other, whether it is the immigrant, the transgendered, the new 
neighbor, has always inspired curiosity, mistrust and often fear. This course will examine the 
different representations of the stranger in contemporary Francophone literature and film, 
cultural theory and media representations. Topics include race, sexuality, tourism, immigration, 
identity, mental illness and exclusion. Readings will feature contemporary works (Ananda Devi, 
Edouard Louis, Amélie Nothomb, Laferrière, Diome). Discussions and writing assignments are 
based on those sources and introduce students to the analysis of literature. Enrollment limited to 
15. Taught in French. WRIT 
Prerequisite: FREN 0500.  
 
FREN0720F - Paradigms of Difference in the 19th-Century French Novel and Short Story 
T,Th 2:30pm - 3:50pm 
Gretchen Schultz 
Examines constructions of class, race, gender, and sexuality in relation to 19th-century French 
culture and literary movements, including romanticism, realism and naturalism, decadence, and 
the popular novel. Topics include constructions of homosexuality, fatal femininity, besieged 
masculinity, sexuality and race, prostitution, bored housewives. Works by Duras, Balzac, 
Flaubert, Zola, Maupassant, Rachilde, accompanied by non-fictional sources in early sexology 
and criminology. Taught in English. First Year Seminar. Enrollment limited to students with a 
semester level of 01 or 02. WRIT. DIAP 
 
FREN0820 – Qu’est-ce que l’identité? 
Time TBD 
David Wills 
From the 17th century to modernity, the question of identity has been posed in various terms: 
philosophical (Descartes: “I think therefore I am”), political (Louis XIV: “I am the state.”), and 
poetic (Rimbaud: “I is another”), before being determined in the contemporary context as a 
means of ethnic or gender identification. We will examine a series of historic (Descartes, 
Rimbaud) and more recent texts (Glissant, Duras, Daoud, Darrieussecq) in which the self is 
called critically into question, in order to better understand how identity always stages a play of 
same and other. Taught in French. WRIT. Sophomore Seminar. Enrollment limited to 16 
sophomores.  



 

 

 
FREN1020A - Histoire de la langue française: usages, politiques et enjeux du français 
T,Th 10:30am – 11:50am 
Ourida Mostefai 
A study of the evolution of the French language from the Middle Ages to the present. We will 
trace the main periods of this linguistic, social, historical and political development. Among 
topics to be explored: France’s encounter with English from the Norman conquest to the current 
so-called English “invasion,” the French Revolution’s destruction of dialects (patois), and the 
status of French in France’s former colonial empire. Through a variety of French and 
francophone texts we will investigate the transformations brought about by Feminists and by 
youth from the banlieues and examine the status of French outside of France. In French. 
Prerequisite: a course at the 600- or 700-level or equivalent proficiency. Contact the instructor to 
verify your proficiency if you have not taken French at Brown. WRIT 
 
FREN1040C - Le Grand Siècle à l'écran 
M,W,F 10am – 10:50am 
Lewis Seifert 
Why is the "Grand Siècle" depicted so frequently in contemporary French film? To answer this 
question we will explore the roles 17th-century culture plays in French identity through readings 
in history and literature and recent films focusing on 17th-century texts, personalities, or events. 
We will highlight both continuities and discontinuities between the 17th century and our own 
time. Readings by Corneille, Cyrano de Bergerac, Lafayette, Maintenon, Molière, Pascal, 
Racine, Sévigné. 10 films. Two short papers, two oral presentations, a weekly blog, and a final 
project (paper or multimedia project).  
Prerequisite: a course at the 600- or 700-level or equivalent proficiency. Contact the instructor to 
verify your proficiency if you have not take French at Brown. WRIT 
 
FREN1130E - Le Poétique et le quotidien 
T,Th 2:30pm – 3:50pm 
Thangam Ravindranathan 
In this course on the relationship between the poetic and the ordinary, unremarkable or otherwise 
apparently “non-lyrical” matters and textures of modern living, we will consider formal and 
conceptual innovations in French poetry through the last 100 years as it has responded to a 
changing world, and continually reimagined the place of poetry in it. After situating certain 
coordinates of our investigation in the early decades of the 20th century (Apollinaire, Cendrars, 
Char, technology, war, speed, time) we will read works by later and contemporary poets 
including Francis Ponge, Jacques Roubaud, Michelle Grangaud, Sabine Macher.  
Prerequisite: a course at the 600- or 700-level or equivalent proficiency. Contact the instructor to 
verify your proficiency if you have not take French at Brown. Taught in French. WRIT 
 
FREN1410I - Sorcellerie et Renaissance: le sort de la sorcière 
T,Th 10:30am – 11:50pm 
Virginia Krause 
An interdisciplinary exploration of witches and witchcraft in Renaissance France based on close 
analysis of primary texts-confessions from trials, iconography, literary texts, and witchcraft 
theory. Topics include the trial of Joan of Arc, the science of demons, skepticism, and the nature 



 

 

of belief. Readings in Montaigne, Mauss, among others. Enrollment limited to 20. Taught in 
French.  
Prerequisite: a course at the 0600- or 0700-level or equivalent proficiency. Contact the instructor 
to verify your proficiency if you have not taken French at Brown. WRIT 
 
FREN1410V - French-American (Dis)Connections: histoire, société, culture 
M 3pm – 5:30pm 
Lewis Seifert 
The relationship between France and the United States is one of paradoxes. Reaching back to the 
American and the French Revolutions, these two countries have displayed profound admiration 
for each other, but have also experienced moments of deep distrust and hostility. We will first 
trace the history of political, intellectual, and cultural relations between France and the United 
States since the late 18th century, and then concentrate on several moments and topics from the 
contemporary period, including the Iraq War, multiculturalism, gender and sexuality, popular 
culture, and “French theory.” Taught in French.  
Prerequisite: a course at the 600- or 700-level or equivalent proficiency. Contact the instructor to 
verify your proficiency if you have not taken French at Brown. WRIT 
 
FREN1510J - Advanced Oral and Written French: Photographie 
M,W,F 11am – 11:50m 
Instructor TBD 
Follows FREN 0600 in the sequence of language courses. Development of oral and written skills 
via presentation, debate, conversation and discussion on a variety of topics. Through novels, 
articles, photographs and discussions, this course will explore the world of photography from its 
beginnings until today. Theory and practice; professionals and amateurs; famous people and 
paparazzi; photo reportage and photo studio; argentic and digital; your own photos, etc. Taught 
in French. WRIT 
Pre-requisites include FREN 0600 or FREN 0610 or FREN 0620. 
 
FREN1710H - Villes africaines 
T,Th 1pm – 2:20pm 
Justin Izzo 
This course examines space, politics, and urban life in Francophone Africa from the 1960s to the 
21st century. How has the African city changed since the colonial period? And how do writers, 
filmmakers, and artists imagine the African city’s global dimensions today? Our course will 
examine these and related questions as we study how cities in Francophone Africa reflect 
changing visions of art, politics, gender/sexuality, and literature. Taught in French. WRIT. DIAP 
Prerequisite: a course at the 600- or 700-level or equivalent proficiency. Contact the instructor to 
verify your proficiency if you have not taken French at Brown. 
 
FREN1900M - La question animale 
F 3pm – 5:30pm 
Thangam Ravindranathan 
This seminar studies representations of animals in French literature, visual arts, popular culture 
and critical thought through the 19th-21st centuries, attending to their specific cultural and 
material histories. We will consider the fates of animals as industrial modernity progressed 



 

 

(discussing in turn urban space, agriculture, the battlefield, zoos, science, meat, the beginnings of 
photography and cinema), and the important philosophical and ethical questions they raise. 
Authors include Renard, Michaux, Cixous, Roubaud, Pastoureau, Baratay, Philibert, de 
Fontenay, Derrida, Bailly et Despret. Taught in French. DIAP 
Enrollment limited to students with a semester level of 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12 or 13. Enrollment 
limited to students in the French & Francophone Studies (AB) or French Studies (AB) programs. 

 
 


