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HISP 2350W  The Contemporary Scene/Michelle Clayton

Taking its cue from José Carlos Mariátegui's 1925 essay collection La 
escena contemporánea, this seminar delves into the idea of the contemporary as an 
open period of experiment involving the enmeshment of various spheres: the literary, 
the visual, the political, and the theoretical. Opening a series of windows onto 
various forms of production -literature, film, performance, museum exhibitions, 
criticism-we will explore the peculiar forms of temporality and spatiality at work 
in contemporary Latin American literature and its adjacent spheres. Writers will 
include César Aira, Samanta Schweblin, Pedro Mairal, Alejandro Zambra, Yuri 
Herrera, Valeria Luiselli, and Fernanda Melchor.

HISP 2520Q Nación, insularismo e identidad en el Caribe hispano/
Esther Whitfield  

This course traces the emergence and evolution of nationalist expression in 
literary and political texts from Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic. 
Beginning with early anti-colonial and nation-building writing, we focus particularly on 
the idea of the island in articulations of national culture. We address key figures in the 
intellectual history of the Caribbean; essays, novels and poetry from the nineteenth-
century to the twenty-first; and recent critical and theoretical work on the Spanish 
Caribbean. Weekly topics include the intersection of race and nationalism; exile and 
migration; and transnational ties to the broader Caribbean, the U.S. and Latin America.

HISP 2620O  Authorship and Authoritarianism in Spain and                     
Latin America/Sarah Thomas

This course examines responses to authoritarianism in contemporary Spanish 
and Latin American literature, using the particular cases of recent dictatorships in Spain 
(Francisco Franco, 1939-1975) and Chile (Augusto Pinochet, 1973-1990) as a focus. 
Alongside novels and a play dealing with dictatorship and its aftermath, we will read 
theoretical texts that offer varied approaches to history, literature, aesthetics, and 
politics. Throughout, we will examine the complex relationship between authority, 
authoritarianism, and authorship in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, asking 
how dictatorship is (not) narrated and how we can read narratives emerging from 
contexts of repression and state terror. In Spanish.
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