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HISP0710C – Introduction to Hispanic Linguistics, Prof. Silvia Sobral 
This course introduces students to the study of language and deepens their knowledge of Spanish in its main 
linguistic components. After briefly considering the nature of language, we will study the sounds of Spanish 
(phonology and phonetics), word and sentence structure (morphology and syntax), and the elements and 
mechanics to express and interpret meaning (semantics and pragmatics). We will then turn our focus to 
linguistic phenomena such as changes in Spanish over time (historical linguistics), variations in the language 
according to region and social group (sociolinguistics), and bilingualism, with special attention to Spanish in the 
U.S. 
 
HISP0750B -The Latin American Diaspora in the US, Prof. Felipe Martinez Pinzon 
Designed to bridge academic learning about Hispanic/Latino culture and volunteer work in agencies serving 
Hispanics in Providence. Readings, films, and guest presentations focus on issues of concern to these groups. 
Spanish language learning occurs in the classroom and the community, where students have the opportunity to 
enrich and test course content. 
 
HISP0750O - Cultural Studies in Spanish America, Prof. Jill Kuhnheim 
This is a culture class, taught in Spanish, in which we will explore the origins and meanings of the terms 
“culture” and “cultural studies,” a particular approach to culture, as it is manifested in a Spanish American 
context. This critical approach crosses conventional disciplinary boundaries and so will we, examining a variety 
of texts, phenomena, and themes that extend traditional concepts of "culture." Topics considered will include: 
sports-- fútbol and lucha libre-- music in literature, melodrama and the telenovela, manifestations of Indian 
and mestizo identities in the late 20th-21st centuries, tourism, and contemporary urban existence. 
 
HISP0760 - Transatlantic Crossings: Readings in Hispanic Literatures, Prof. Rafael Castillo Bejarano 
This course provides students a comprehensive introduction to literature and culture of the Spanish-speaking 
world, through exploration of a wide range of genres (short story, poetry, theater, novel, and film) and periods 
of production. The course not only gives students a contextualized historical panorama of literature in Spanish, 
it also equips them with strategies for reading, thinking, and writing about texts and films in Spanish, preparing 
them for more advanced literature and culture courses in Hispanic Studies.  
 
HISP1250A - Madrid: History, Literature and Culture, Prof. Laura Bass 
This course explores cultural production in and about Madrid during key moments of the city's history from its 
establishment as the capital of imperial Spain in the 16th century through its reinvention as a major 
international tourist destination in the late 20th. Multimedia in orientation, the course draws on 
representations of the Spanish capital in literature, painting, photography, maps, music, and film. Topics 
include: self-invention in the court city, modernization and its discontents, Madrid and Spanishness, 
provincialism versus internationalism.  
 
HISP1330X - The Nature of Conquest: Scientific Literatures of the Americas, Prof. Iris Sobrevilla  
Throughout history, conquest and colonization have implied different kinds of appropriations: control over 
new lands, new bodies, new languages. With the appropriation of new languages came the confrontation 
between different ways of organizing the world and, in particular, alternative ways of understanding 
humankind's relationship to nature. This course explores the scientific literatures that emerged in the wake of 
Spanish conquest and colonization of the Americas (1500-1800). These hybrid scientific literatures, written in 
Spanish but also in Nahuatl, Maya, Quechua and graphic forms, illustrate the lasting cross-pollination between 
Old and New World notions about American nature. 
 



 
HISP1370T - Transatlantic Literature: The Galaxia Borges, Prof. Julio Ortega 
This course will explore new trends and authors from the Hispano-phonic world: Spanish, Latin American and 
Latino narratives of migration, bilingualism, globalization and innovative forms and techniques. This course 
will be dedicated to Borges global. We will follow his imprint on the international literature and literary ideas. 
We will read, in Spanish and English, Borges' stories and essays 
 
HISP 370V - Mujeres Malas, Prof. Mercedes Vaquero 
This seminar will analyze the notion of "bad women" in Pre-modern and Latin American Literature and visual 
texts. Perception, representation, and stereotyping of these women, both historical and fictional, as Mad, 
Witch, Femme fatal, Hysterical, and Crazy, will allow us to follow the ideological narrative that produced these 
characters. Some of them are based on medical, primitive, political, and even psychoanalytic conceptions. We 
will discuss the primitive Castilian epic cycle, Celestina, Carmen, the novel and the opera; Malinche, Cortéz' 
translator in the conquest of Mexico; and novels and short stories from contemporary authors as well as Luis 
Buñuel' films. 
 
HISP1370Z - Puerto Rico: Literatura y Cultura Politica, Prof. Julio Ortega 
This course argues for the inclusion of modern and current Puerto Rican literature into the more visible 
contemporary Latin American writings. We plan to cover some of the issues that have been central to Puerto 
Rican authors during the XX and XXI centuries: the movement from the island to the U.S., from traditional 
to modern, colonial and independentista discourses, as well as intersections between popular culture, race, 
gender, and migration. Some of the authors are Julia de Burgos, Luis Palés Matos, Luis Rafael Sánchez, 
Rosario Ferré, Edgardo Rodriguez Juliá, Ángela María Dávila, Mayra Santos Febres.  
 


