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      The Division of Global Emergency Medicine (GEM) exists to advance high quality, equitable, and impactful emergency care education, research, and systems globally. The division engages residents, medical students, physician assistants, and fellows in global emergency medicine collaborations from institutions around the world.


The division provides education on global health issues as an integral part of the Emergency Medicine Residency program, Global Emergency Medicine Fellowship, medical school, graduate, and undergraduate curricula.


Faculty, residents, and fellows have participated in international educational, research, and relief activities in Rwanda, Kenya, Bangladesh, Nepal, Colombia, Haiti, Bahamas, Nicaragua, Fiji, Libya, Turkey, Ecuador, Ghana, Tanzania, and Uganda.


The division is proud to offer a two-year academic fellowship in global emergency medicine affiliated with The Warren Alpert Medical School and Brown's School of Public Health. More information about the fellowship is available on our Global EM Fellowship pages.
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        Welcome to the Division of Global Emergency Medicine and the resident elective program for The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University residency in Emergency Medicine. Residents have multiple opportunities to learn about Global Health through the residency conference program, the division lecture series, and GEM specific journal clubs. Additionally, you may elect to pursue the following options: 

    

  




  
  
    

  Global EM Elective Abroad
  
    The Division currently has long-term relationships with hospitals Nicaragua, Rwanda, American Samoa, and Kenya. Each of these core sites has its own clinical, educational, and research objectives. To better understand the opportunities available at each of these sites please visit the Global Sites page. Residents who would like to pursue a global elective in countries other than the core sites are welcome to discuss elective opportunities with the Division of Global Emergency Medicine.


Resident learning and experiences include: medical care in resource limited settings, trauma and injury prevention topics, HIV related disease, tropical medicine, public health and nutrition, ultrasonography as a non-invasive imaging adjunct, EMS development, and medical education. 


Each participant will schedule both a pre-and post-travel consultation with Alexis Kearney, MD.  During your pre-travel consultation we will also discuss your elective reading list and help you design an academic product that will be submitted to the division after your elective. Funding for resident electives is provided by the Division of Global Emergency Medicine. 

  





  

  GEM Research Elective
  
    Residents may also develop a 2-4 weeks elective with specific GEM Division faculty. During this time, residents will complete research on a specific global health topic.

  





  

  Ancillary GEM Opportunities
  
    Every Spring at Harvard, residents have also attended the Health Emergencies in Large Populations (HELP) Course organized by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in collaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO). The Division of Global Emergency Medicine provides scholarships for these global health related training programs. Each of these training opportunities requires advanced planning and separate applications with important deadlines. Please visit their respective websites for further information.


Interested residents are encouraged to apply to join the Global Emergency Medicine Literature Review (GEMLR). Opportunities also exist for residents to participate in ongoing research projects and global curriculum development with our GEM faculty.  For more information visit our research section. Residents interested in the Brown Global Emergency Medicine Fellowship can obtain further information by visiting the Global Emergency Medicine Fellowship page.

  









  


  
    
        For more information about developing a future career in Global Emergency Medicine visit the EMRA division of International Emergency Medicine.


Application Process


Please contact Alexis Kearney if you are interested in any of these opportunities during your residency. 
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              Bedside teaching by residents from the University Teaching Hospital of Kigali




          

  






  


  
    
        Thank you for your interest. The applications for this year are now closed. Please consider applying next year!


The Global Emergency Medicine Division welcomes applications for student interns with a passion for health equity and an interest in a long-term career in global health to assist with ongoing and new projects. Undergraduate, medical and graduate students from within and outside of Brown University often undertake positions as interns to work on research, education, and media & communications projects. US-based and international applicants are welcome to apply.  Most projects will be conducted virtually or using hybrid (virtual and in-person) format during the 2023-24 year.


Interns are paired with a division mentor to work on one or more projects during their internship. Occasionally, interns may be assigned more than one mentor. The average time commitment varies depending on the project needs, however the average intern spends between 3-10 hours per month over the course of 6-10 months. Larger time commitments for more involved project duties can be arranged and will vary with the specifics of the project. In general, interns are unpaid volunteers, though occasionally there are opportunities for small stipends through Brown University or other sources. Also, the positions do not generally involve work abroad, except in rare cases in which interns have demonstrated a sustained commitment to a division project. Most interns will be able to gain authorship on at least one abstract or publication, and sometimes more, during their time volunteering as a division intern. 


Prior skills including experience conducting literature and systematic reviews, experience writing research papers or grant applications, knowledge of statistical or data management programs, and fluency in foreign languages are favorable among intern applicants.


Communications Team: We also seek students with an interest in media and communication to join our Communications Team to support content development for Global Emergency Medicine division projects including infographics, figures for publications, podcasting, and website design.


Deadline to apply: September 15, 2023. Notifications of acceptance will be sent by October 1, 2023.  Note: The division usually maintains a waitlist of qualified applicants, as student interest often exceeds the capacity of division faculty and fellow mentors. However, there are often new projects requiring intern support throughout the year.


Please contact the Internship Director Dr. Meagan Barry at meagan_barry@brown.edu with further questions. 


Brown Emergency Medicine (BEM) Rwanda Research & Development Fellowship. 


We are very pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted for the Brown Emergency Medicine (BEM) Rwanda Research & Development Fellowship. This is an excellent opportunity for a motivated, adaptable individual with basic research and computer experience, exceptional initiative and interpersonal skills, and with an interest in global health and social justice, to help build emergency care research capacity at the University Teaching Hospital of Kigali in Rwanda. 


This is a full-time 10-12 month (flexible start date in late spring/early summer) position based in Kigali, Rwanda. Travel, visa, health insurance and living expenses are covered by the fellowship. Only one fellowship position is available each year. Past fellows have generally been medical students taking a gap year, and current or recent graduates of public health or a health-related graduate degree program. This fellowship is open to all applicants from Brown University and external institutions (including international applicants) who are currently enrolled in a medical or graduate degree program or are within one year of graduation.


For any questions about the fellowship opportunity, please contact Dr. Kyle Denison Martin, the Director of the BEM Research & Development Fellowship, at kyle_martin@brown.edu


Deadline: All materials must be received by January 31, 2024.


Applications will be reviewed in February with final decisions by the end of February/early March.


Download the application brochure here.


	Complete online application here.
	Cover letter detailing your motivation and relevant experience
	CV/Resume
	2 letters of support (ideally one from supervisor from a global health or research experience)

Other Opportunities


** Stay posted for upcoming opportunities in the division **


For inquiries regarding division research projects please contact the division Research Coordinator Dr. Stephanie Garbern at sgarbern@brown.edu.
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        Current Research Projects


Current emergency and acute care research in resource-limited settings include:


	Rwanda: analysis of prehospital and in-hospital venues with foci on epidemiological characteristics, resource utilization, impacts of EM training and process measures and outcomes.
	Kenya: incorporates EM training in Nairobi at the Aga Khan University and the role of ultrasound and trauma training in acute care provision in urban and semi-urban settings
	Nepal: Developing emergency care capacity through various projects including assessing emergency care at hospital levels, establishment of the first institution based poison information center in partnership with a local NGO and an academic institution (TUTH), and evaluating trauma care. programs delivered by community health workers in rural Nepal.
	Bangladesh: serves as the primary research site for active projects which aim to improve the identification and treatment of pediatric infectious diseases. Current studies including an R01 developing mobile health (mHealth) tools for dehydration assessment in diarrhea and and R21 developing a wearable devices-linked machine learning platform for sepsis prediction in children.
	Ebola Virus Disease research using outbreak data from the recent outbreaks in the Democratic Republic of the Congo as well as from the 2014-2016 outbreak in West Africa. Studies have focused on patient characteristics and outcomes, prediction models, use of novel technologies in clinical care and impacts of supportive and adjuvant treatments.  
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        Our teams are making positive strides across the globe. Here are some of the countries where we're doing work.

    

  




  
  
    

  Rwanda
  
    The Division of Global Emergency Medicine at Brown University collaborates with multiple partners in Rwanda, including Healthy People Rwanda (HPR), Service d’Aide Médicale d’Urgence (SAMU), the Rwanda Emergency Care Association (RECA), and the University of Rwanda. The division also has a longstanding connection with the Emergency Medicine & Critical Care (EMCC) Master of Medicine (MMed) training program at University Teaching Hospital - Kigali (KUTH), the first emergency medicine residency program in Rwanda, which it helped launch in 2014. The division houses the Tina and Richard V. Carolan Rwanda Research Fellowship, which aims to bolster research capacity amongst trainees and faculty at KUTH. Faculty, residents, and fellows within the division participate in a variety of projects focused on education, program development, capacity building, and research.  Current efforts include teaching the World Health Organization (WHO) course on Basic Emergency Care (BEC), strengthening trauma care at district hospitals, and research studies on eHealth, pre-hospital medicine, and critical care. 

  





  

  Kenya
  
    The Division of Global Emergency Medicine at Brown University collaborates with multiple partners and institutions in Kenya including the University of Nairobi, Aga Khan University, Kenyatta National Hospital,  Moi Teaching and Referral Hospital and many more. The work in Kenya spans education, programmatic development and research with focus areas pertaining to the advancement of emergency medicine in Point-of-Care Ultrasound, HIV, injury care, substance use disorders and health policy.  Additionally, the Division supports trainees in coordinating and completing clinical rotations at partnering health facilities in Kenya for bidirectional learning. Ongoing and prior projects have been supported by domestic mechanisms in Kenya, philanthropic foundations and through grants from the National Institutes of Health.

  





  

  Uganda
  
    Our division’s ongoing projects in Uganda are public health based, focused on education and prevention for medical issues occurring in rural village communities. In partnership with the nonprofit organization Uganda Village Project, this work utilizes teams of community health workers to promote sanitation and the safe water chain from the water source to the drinking cup. Related projects have included school-based education programs, construction of hand-dug shallow wells and deep boreholes as protected community water sources, formation of water user committees for oversight of safe water provision, and conducting household to household sanitation campaigns encouraging the construction of latrines, plate stands, and handwashing devices called "tippy taps." Research opportunities have also included projects focused on supporting women suffering from obstetric fistula to undergo surgical repair, and income generating projects for reintegration into communities.

  





  

  Nepal
  
    The Division of Global Emergency Medicine at Brown University collaborates with Nyaya Health Nepal (NHN), which is a  non-profit organization that runs Bayalpata Hospital (BH in rural Nepal. Bayalpata Hospital is a hospital with an integrated health care system l providing free care to the remotest part of Nepal in the far-west. Brown GEM started a partnership with NHN and BH in 2022 with a focus of creating bilateral educational experiences, and conducting research and programming to improve emergency care in rural Nepal. Through this partnership, residents, fellows, and students have an opportunity for clinical and/or research only rotation and work closely with BH and their large network of Community Health Workers on various projects aimed at improving care in rural Nepal. The staff at BH joins the Brown GEM monthly educational rounds, and offers tremendous learning experience for learners at Brown. This is a new partnership with a potential for a wide variety of educational and research opportunities, and an opportunity to pave the way for emergency care in rural parts of Nepal. Current projects focus on trauma care and use of ultrasound for therapeutics and diagnostics.

  





  

  Bangladesh
  
    The Division of Global Emergency Medicine at Brown University collaborates with two non-governmental organizations in Bangladesh. The first is the International Center for Diarrheal Disease Research, Bangladesh (icddr,b) in Dhaka, one of the premier research institutes in the global south and famous for conducting the first trials of Oral Rehydration Solution (ORS), which has saved the lives of more than 50 million children over the past 50 years. We have ongoing research studies at icddr,b funded by the NIH related to the development of new mobile health (mHealth) tools to help frontline providers better manage pediatric sepsis, cholera, and other epidemic diarrheal diseases. We also have a close collaboration with Health and Education for All (HAEFA), a Bangladeshi-based non-profit organization responding to the needs of Rohingya refugees living in Cox’s Bazaar Bangladesh. HAEFA has ongoing programs focused on vaccination, food security, mental health, cervical cancer screening, and the development of an improved electronic medical records system within some of the largest refugee camps in the world.

  





  

  Belize
  
    Our work in Belize, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health of Belize and the Karl Heusner Memorial Hospital, focuses on improving emergency care countrywide. Current projects center on healthcare capacity building for frontline providers with the goal of improving patient care and provider comfort with emergency care through established curricula such as the World Health Organization’s Basic Emergency Care and Emergency Triage Assessment and Treatment courses. Additionally, we have created a Pediatric Emergency Medicine curriculum for low-resourced settings that was piloted in Belize. Projects are supported by various internal grants as well as numerous charitable organizations.

  





  

  Ecuador
  
    The Division of Global Emergency Medicine at Brown University has a longitudinal relationship with emergency medicine physicians in Ecuador through the ACEP Ambassadors Program. Prior collaborative research projects have focused on the development of emergency medicine as a specialty in Ecuador and documenting emergency department capacities and capabilities in Quito, Ecuador. In 2019, emergency medicine physicians from the United States and Ecuador organized a two-day conference examining the future of emergency medicine in Ecuador. Ongoing clinical opportunities are available in Quito, Ecuador for trainees and fellows who have a strong command of Spanish. Future research opportunities may center around EMS or stroke care in Ecuador.
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        Click on the following links for further Global Emergency Medicine related resources:


	Center for Human Rights and Humanitarian Studies
	Global Emergency Medicine Literature Review (GEMLR)
	Global Emergency Medicine Academy (GEMA)
	ACEP Section on International Emergency Medicine
	International Federation for Emergency Medicine (IFEM)
	African Federation for Emergency Medicine  (AFEM)

Current fellows can access their academic portal on Canvas by clicking here. 
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        Please see our video tutorials below:


	COVID-19 Swab
	COVID-19 Hand Hygiene
	COVID-19 PPE Reusable
	COVID-19 Patient Simulation
	COVID-19 Social Distancing
	COVID-19 PPE Disposable
	COVID-19 MgmtResFailure
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