
Here is a small sample of the many international programs
and opportunities designed for medical students who
think globally.

• Y.R. Gaitonde Centre for AIDS Research and
Education (Y.R.G. Care), India

Based in Chennai, India, Y.R.G. CARE has been the locus
of antiretroviral therapy research since 1998 and provides
clinical care for more than 15,000 people living with HIV/
AIDS. Research collaborations with staff there have defined
the natural history of HIV in southern India and delineated
culturally appropriate ways to prevent HIV transmission.

• Hospital Regional Universitario de Jose Maria
Cabral y Baez, Dominican Republic

The Department of Medicine’s Dominican Republic ex-
change program enables medical students and residents to
do four-week rotations at Hospital Regional Universitario
de Jose Maria Cabral y Baez, in Santiago. The Brown/Cabral
clinic is the country’s largest HIV service provider.

• Shoulder to Shoulder, Honduras

The Department of Family Medicine initiated a partner-
ship with this private NGO that provides health care, public
health outreach, and educational services to the popula-
tion of rural, western Honduras. Medical students have
volunteered with a Rhode Island coalition of medical and
non-medical personnel since 2006.

• Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital, Ghana

In a newly established partnership, medical students experi-
ence clinical rotations in medicine departments, including
HIV and TB clinics. Clinical research projects undertaken
with Ghanaian clinicians and scientists encourage the ex-
change of research methods and learning opportunities at
this major tertiary referral hospital in Accra.

• St. Damien’s Hospital, Haiti

The Medical Education and Leadership Development
(MELD) partnership with St. Damien’s Hospital in Tabarre
is designed to address the critical need for pediatric training
of Haitian medical students. Alpert Medical School faculty
and medical students begin rotations through the hospital
in 2011, with their Haitian counterparts traveling to Brown
for similar learning experiences in Providence.

An average of 33% of graduates in the MD Classes
of 2010, 2011, and 2012 participated in global health
experiences as part of their medical training at
Alpert Medical School.

“ It has been my lifelong goal to help

rebuild the ravaged health care land-

scape of my homeland, Liberia, and other

impoverished countries and communities

like it. Thanks to the wealth of resources

at Brown and a network of individuals

invested in nurturing my goals, I was able

to accomplish a major milestone this

summer. Returning to Liberia for the first

time in 19 years, I conducted research in

family planning service and delivery out-

puts in an effort to create a family plan-

ning resource guide. This work was part

of my mentor’s overall aim of creating a

sex education curriculum tailored to the

Liberian landscape. I came to Brown with

an idea and Brown provided the financial

resources and mentorship to transform

my idea into reality.”

– SANDO BAYSAH MD’14
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GLOBAL IMPACT

“ It has been my lifelong goal to help rebuild the ravaged

health care landscape of my homeland, Liberia, and other

impoverished countries and communities like it. Thanks to

the wealth of resources at Brown and a network of individ-

uals invested in nurturing my goals, I was able to accom-

plish a major milestone this summer. Returning to Liberia

for the first time in 19 years, I conducted research in family

planning service and delivery outputs in an effort to create

a family planning resource guide. This work was part of my

mentor’s overall aim of creating a sex education curriculum

tailored to the Liberian landscape. I came to Brown with

an idea and Brown provided the financial resources and

mentorship to transform my idea into reality”.

– SANDO BAYSAH MD’13

Maybe you’d like to spend a year in Haiti developing a
public health program, like Will Perez ’08 MD’13. Or
continue work with the non-governmental organization
you created in Mali, like Caitlin Cohen ’08 MD’13. Or
spend two years in rural Nepal running a hospital, like
Dan Schwarz MD’13.

Alpert Medical School aims to educate the next genera-
tion of global health experts who will address complex
issues of health, economics, politics, population, and
the environment. Students can participate in established
programs or forge new paths by designing their own
projects. Either way, they find supportive faculty and
administrators who value and encourage international
health initiatives.

THE GLOBAL HEALTH INITIATIVE

In September 2009 Brown established the Global Health
Initiative (GHI), a multidisciplinary university-wide
effort to reduce health inequalities among underserved
populations locally and worldwide through education,
research, service, and development of institutional part-
nerships. The GHI focuses the energy of students and
faculty on research and care of patients worldwide and
coordinates all related programs across campus.

Under the leadership of Susan Cu-Uvin, MD, the GHI
manages health programs and projects in 33 countries
including Kenya, India, and Haiti. Through research,
education, and service, members of the Brown commu-
nity are taking action to improve health care and health
systems in areas across the globe. Here in Providence, a
variety of elective courses and the scholarly concentration
in global health supplement students’ educations with
global awareness.

Alpert Medical School is committed to looking outward,
maintaining a broad perspective, and tackling the most
significant international health issues of our time.

Learn more about the Medical School’s international
outreach brown.edu/academics/medical/global-health-
initiative/ and about the scholarly concentration in
global health brown.edu/academics/medical/education/
concentrations/global-health.

L O O K I N G O U T W A R D

“ Because of the Scholarly Concentrations Program, I was

able to start thinking about global health right away, as a

fi rst-year student. I designed a project with the help of Dr.

Susan Cu-Uvin and Dr. Herb Harwell. The summer between

my fi rst and second year I traveled to Sihanouk Hospital

Center of Hope in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. I spent every day

rounding with the medicine and surgery teams. With the

help of my mentor there, Dr. Kruy Lim, I identified cases that

would make interesting teaching cases. I interviewed these

patients extensively, discussed their conditions with their

doctors, and then followed their hospital course, document-

ing physical findings, labs, imaging, and surgical procedures.

Currently, I am working on a book of case reports that will

be used for teaching in the hospital. Seeing how health

care works in a resource-poor setting was an invaluable

experience; I learned so much from both the Cambodian

physicians and their patients. I plan to spend more time

abroad during my fourth year.”

– SARAH ANDIMAN MD’13
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