
Policy for Satisfactory Academic Progress for Receipt of Federal Financial Aid 

 

Federal regulations require that all students receiving federal financial aid maintain satisfactory 

academic progress (SAP).  There is both a qualitative and quantitative measure for determining 

students’ progress.  The SAP policy applies to all medical students receiving federal financial 

aid.  SAP will be assessed at the end of each semester to determine medical students’ eligibility 

for federal aid.   The following policy presents the standards established by the Alpert Medical 

School (AMS).   

Qualitative Measure: Grading Policies and Academic Promotion 

The Medical Committee on Academic Standing (MCAS) at AMS is charged with the 

responsibility of reviewing the academic performance of all medical students.  On the basis of 

this review, the MCAS determines whether students are to be promoted, promoted with 

conditions, not promoted, dismissed, graduated, or graduated contingent upon completion of 

certain remaining requirements.   

 

Medical students are graded on an honors, satisfactory, and no credit basis.  For a detailed 

description of AMS grading policies, refer to the Student Affairs Policies Handbook 2011-2012, 

Section III.  Students are required to complete each course, clerkship or elective in the 

curriculum with a satisfactory grade (or an equivalent as determined by the MCAS) in order to 

graduate.  Therefore, grade performance as a measure of satisfactory academic progress is 

reviewed in the context of each course.  Note that students must achieve a grade of at least 70 

at the end of their second year of coursework in order to be making satisfactory progress 

for purposes of receiving federal aid.    

 

Quantitative Measure: Student Pace and Maximum Time Limits  

The normal period of enrollment for the M.D. degree is four years and nine years for the 

MDPhD degree.  For purposes of receiving federal aid, the academic progress students will 

complete satisfactorily is: 

 

After Year I: At least 12 credits* 

 

After Year II: At least 12 credits* and will prepare for the Step 1 of the United States Medical 

Licensing Exam       (USMLE).   

After Year III: At least 40 weeks/credits of clerkships or electives*. 

 

After Year IV: At least 40 weeks/credits of clerkships or electives* and will have passed Step 1 

of the USMLE and taken Step 2 of the USMLE. 

 

*Note that students can review the specific course and clerkship requirements as listed in the 

Student Affairs Policies Handbook 2011-2012, Section II, Policies and Requirements for the 

M.D. Degree 

 

Students’ failure to complete the requirements set at each yearly interval, will be assessed by the 

MCAS and if necessary, an academic plan developed for students to follow in order to regain 

satisfactory academic progress.   For purposes of receiving federal financial aid, the successful 

pace for completing each interval is assessed by MCAS meetings, held six times throughout the 



academic year.  The MCAS determines the promotion of each medical student to the next 

interval at the end of the academic year, set for each class.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maximum Timeframe 

Students will be permitted a maximum timeframe to complete the medical degree: 

 

Degree 
Standard Maximum 

M.D.  4 6 

M.D. (Transfer students) 2 6 

M.D./Ph.D. 4 10 

 

Since the MCAS may give approval for a student to repeat a portion of the curriculum 

(subsequent to incomplete, ED, unsatisfactory course work or an approved leave of absence), the 

maximum timeframe for enrollment is six years.  This includes the time spent on an approved 

leave of absence or fellowship status.  The required number of courses, clerkships and electives 

to be completed at the end of each enrollment period will vary in these cases, according to what 

portion of the curriculum that must be repeated.  Funding beyond the maximum timeframe may 

be provided only if approved by the MCAS based on a student appeal due to significant 

mitigating circumstances. 

Advanced Standing/Transfer Students 

Medical students who are accepted for transfer from other medical schools are assumed to be 

making satisfactory academic progress at the time of initial enrollment at Alpert Medical School.  

The total years for completion of the M.D. degree includes time spent at the previous institution.  

The standard timeframe for completion of required coursework, clerkships and electives as a 

transfer student is six years. 

 

Course Completion Requirements, Remedial Study and Course Repetition 

When the MCAS has identified a student who is experiencing academic difficulty, an academic 

plan will be prepared to help the student regain satisfactory academic progress.  The student will 

receive the plan in writing and a copy will be made available in the Electronic Medical Student 

Record (EMSR) database.  The MCAS reviews each student’s situation individually.  In general, 

the committee follows these guidelines: 

Pre-clinical Years 

Students who have failed one course but who have received satisfactory grades in the remaining 

courses in the core curriculum may be promoted with the condition that the failed course be 

satisfactorily completed before the end of the next semester.  These students are considered to be 

making satisfactory academic progress and continue to be eligible for federal aid. 

 



Students who have failed two courses will be placed on academic warning and financial aid 

warning.  While on financial aid warning, students may receive federal Title IV financial aid.  

Students will be asked to repeat the failed coursework and possibly the entire semester.   At the 

conclusion of the warning period/semester, if the student has successfully completed the 

requirements for making satisfactory progress, then the student continues to be eligible for 

federal aid.  If not, the student will be placed on financial aid probation.  The student will then 

have one more semester of this probationary period to meet satisfactory academic progress.  

Failure to do so at the end of this probationary semester will result in loss of federal aid 

eligibility.    

 

Students who have failed three courses or who have failed one or more courses while on 

academic warning will be placed on academic probation and financial aid probation.  These 

students will have one more semester to complete work satisfactorily before federal aid is 

suspended.  Students who do not complete required work satisfactorily at the end of this 

probationary semester, are not considered to be making satisfactory academic progress and are 

not eligible to receive federal aid.  

 

Clinical Years 
Students who have one grade of Existing Deficiency (ED*) but who have received satisfactory 

grades in the remaining courses in the core curriculum for the period under review will be 

promoted with the condition that the deficiency be remedied before the end of the next semester.  

These students are considered to be making satisfactory academic progress and are eligible to 

receive federal Title IV financial aid. 

 

Students with two grades of ED or one failed clinical course will be placed on academic 

warning and financial aid warning.  While on financial aid warning, students may receive 

federal Title IV financial aid.  Students will be asked to repeat the failed coursework and 

possibly the entire semester.   At the conclusion of the warning period/semester, if the student 

has successfully completed the requirements for making satisfactory progress, then the student 

continues to be eligible for federal aid.  If not, the student will be placed on financial aid 

probation.  The student will then have one more semester of this probationary period to meet 

satisfactory academic progress.  Failure to do so at the end of this probationary semester will 

result in loss of federal aid eligibility.    

 

Students with (1) more than one failure; (2) one failure and one or more grades of ED, (3) or 

three or more grades of ED will be placed on academic probation and financial aid probation.  

These students will have one more semester to complete work satisfactorily before federal aid is 

suspended.  Students who do not complete required work satisfactorily at the end of this 

probationary semester, are not considered to be making satisfactory academic progress and are 

not eligible to receive federal aid.  

 

 

Appeals 

A student whose financial aid has been suspended may appeal, based on the death of a relative, 

an injury or illness of the student, or other special circumstances.  The appeal should be 



submitted to the Director of Financial Aid within three days of the date on the written 

notification requesting reconsideration of the decision. 

 

The letter should include: 

 Reasons why the student did not meet the minimum academic standards  

 What has changed in their situation to allow them to meet satisfactory academic progress at 

the next evaluation? 

 

Each appeal will be considered on its own merit.  Individual cases will not be considered a 

precedent.  The decision once made is final.   

 

Reinstatement 

 

A student shall be reinstated for federal Title IV financial aid eligibility at such time as they have 

satisfactorily completed sufficient coursework/GPA requirements to meet the standards for 

progress, set forth in this policy and as determined by the associate dean of medical education/ 

MCAS.   

 

 

 

Withdrawals and the Return of Title IV Funds 

 

Students must notify the OMSA in writing or in person to formally withdraw from the medical 

school.  If the student received financial aid in the form of federal loans, such as the Federal 

Stafford or Perkins Loans, then the student must also notify the Alpert Medical School Financial 

Aid Office as well.  The student may be required to complete an exit interview program and 

satisfy other requirements as a borrower of federal loans.   

 

When a medical student withdraws from the Warren Alpert Medical School, the Office of 

Medical Student Affairs (OMSA) must determine the date of withdrawal, based on the date of 

the student’s last day of attendance.   OMSA will work with the University Offices of the 

Registrar and Bursar to adjust tuition and other charges following the institutional withdrawal 

policy for the medical school.  The policy varies for students in their first or second years and 

those in their third and fourth years as described above. 

 

 

Students who receive federal (Title IV) loan funding, such as the Stafford or Perkins loans, will 

be subject to the Title IV Refund Policy which does not necessarily follow the University’s 

tuition refund policy.  Instead, the medical school must determine the earned and unearned 

portions of the eligible Title IV aid as of the date the student ceased attendance based on the 

amount of time the student spent in attendance.   

 

The calculation of Title IV funds earned by the student has no relationship to the student’s 

incurred institutional charges.  Up through the 60% point in each semester, a pro-rata schedule 

is used to determine the amount of Title IV funds the student has earned at the time of 

withdrawal.  After the 60% point in the semester, a student has earned 100% of the Title IV 



funds he or she was scheduled to receive during the period.  For a student who withdraws after 

the 60% point-in-time, there are no unearned funds. 

 

 


