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ABOUT NAISI
Native American and Indigenous Studies is an 
interdisciplinary initiative of  faculty and students 
interested in teaching and research that 
explores, and increases the understanding of, the 
cultural traditions and political experiences of  
Indigenous Peoples (especially in the Western 
Hemisphere) through historical and contemporary 
lenses.
Courses offered by NAIS affiliated faculty explore 
American Indian historic and contemporary lifeways; 
the history of  contact between European and Native 
peoples; environmental health and research in Native 
communities; historic and contemporary peoples of  
Central and South America; indigenous knowledge 
and the sciences; and Native American religion, 
literature, and media.



FROM THE NAISI STEERING COMMITTEE

Greetings! 

This marks the second year that the Native American and Indigenous Studies Initiative (NAISI) 
has made an important contribution to Brown’s intellectual and social life, and to the University’s 
mission of  forging deeper relationships with surrounding communities. Since its founding in 2016-
17, the Initiative has taken great strides to promote intellectual community and fellowship among 
the scholars, students, and community members associated with NAISI, to foster and promote 
collaborative ties to local Native and Indigenous communities, and to build an internal leadership 
structure and guiding vision for the initiative. We are also grateful to report that the Initiative now 
has an administrative home on campus, at 67 George Street. 

We started the 2017-2018 academic year with the following goals:

• Develop appropriate programming for NAISI-related events and activities on campus 
• Support the Native Americans at Brown (NAB) undergraduate group and community
• Encourage the intellectual and research pursuits of  Brown students and faculty through a small 

grants program
• Increase the outreach to and visibility among local Native and Indigenous communities close to 

Brown 
• Improve efforts to recruit new Native and Indigenous students and successfully encourage 

them to enroll at Brown
• Bolster relations with Native and Indigenous alumni
• Conduct a national search for a prominent senior scholar who has the intellectual stature and 

administrative experience to lead the NAISI as its inaugural Director

We are pleased with the progress we have made in achieving many of  these goals. This report 
highlights the major activities pursued by the Initiative over the course of  the last year.

Programming

Prior to NAISI’s existence, faculty members from diverse fields and disciplines came together 
to intentionally form a community grounded in shared research and teaching interests involving 
Native and Indigenous history, culture, and language, both past and present. We have continued 
to foster this community on campus through a series of  brown bag luncheons and co-sponsored 
events and have expanded it well beyond the initial circle of  participants to include broad 
participation from faculty, undergraduates, graduate students, staff, and community members. 

We also started a weekly newsletter to advertize NAISI related events, activities, and announce-
ments. The e-bulletin has grown to include 350 subscribers, both from within and outside Brown.
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Postdoctoral Fellowships
We were pleased to partner with several units on campus to offer postdoctoral fellowships to bring 
outstanding Native scholars to campus. Through this program we have made substantial progress 
in building a vibrant, successful postdoctoral program in Native and Indigenous Studies, 
enhancing Native and Indigenous studies on campus, and supporting young scholars who will go 
on to contribute nationally to the strength of  Native and Indigenous Studies. 

Community engagement

From the beginning, NAISI has worked to build bridges between  Brown faculty student and staff, 
and  local and national Native communities. Our faculty are involved in a variety of  projects that 
can be found on the NAISI website.  

In particular, Professor Elizabeth Hoover is collaborating with URI nursing professor and former 
Brown Superfund Research Project postdoc Marcella Thompson and the Narragansett Tribe on 
the Namaus Project, which is in the process of  gathering and testing samples of  fish from 
reservation ponds to test for heavy metals, exploring the source of  contamination found in fish, 
and determining the most culturally appropriate way to convey information about the fish to the 
tribal community. 

NAISI also co-sponsored a retreat for NAB students, coordinated in conjunction with the Native 
Americans at Brown Alumni (NABA) organization, which took place in the Mashpee Wampanoag 
community. Students from a wide variety of  tribal communities were able to tour the Wampanoag 
language immersion school, meet with the tribal medicine man and other wellness specialists, and 
take part as tasting judges in a community food event.

The year began in a challenging way that is reflective of  the complicated political landscape in 
Native New England, with a group of  individuals, including members of  the Pokanoket tribe, 
occupying an encampment on Mt Hope property, seeking ownership of  a landscape that is cultur-
ally important to a number of  local Indigenous groups. NAISI worked to communicate with the 
leadership from a number of  these communities, including the Mashpee Wampanoag, Aquinnah 
Wampanoag, Assonet Wampanoag, Herring Pond Wampanoag, and Narragansett tribes. After a 
series of  negotiations, Brown, the Pokanoket group, and other interested local tribes agreed to 
establish a preservation trust to ensure access to this land for tribal communities.

Director search

For the second year in a row, we conducted a national search for an inaugural NAISI director. As 
before, we worked closely with several departments and units on campus to identify and recruit a
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rich pool of  scholars whose scholarly and teaching experience position them to take on this crucial 
role. From that pool, we identified two excellent candidates who were invited to campus to present 
their work, share their vision for the Initiative, meet with members of  the NAISI and relativant 
departmental communities, and acquaint themselves with Brown’s resources and opportunities. 
Although neither candidate was able to accept our offer (for different and complex reasons), the 
process was informative and helped generate much collegial networking and sharing. As we head 
into the 2018-2019 academic year, we continue to strategize about the best ways to fill this 
position.

Looking To The Year Ahead
This coming year, we look forward to continuing to foster intellectual community on campus 
through events, lectures, and brown bag luncheons. We are continuing the successful small grants 
program in order to enable a wide diversity of  NAIS-related events on campus. We hope to 
continue outreach to local Native communities while enlarging our network of  national and 
international indigenous scholars. We also look forward to building the leadership structure of  the 
Initiative by hiring an Assistant Director. This key administrative position will help centralize the 
many activities that happen under the auspices of  NAISI. We continue to seek to fill the position 
of  the Director. 

As we reflect back on the past year, we are especially grateful to the Provost, Rick Locke, and the 
Dean of  the Faculty, Kevin McLaughlin, for their ongoing support for this Initiative in general, 
and for the search to hire a new Director in particular. We would like to extend a special thanks to 
Niyo Moraza-Keeswood for his capable and enthusiastic administrative support. 

Thanks to each one of  you for your ongoing support of  Native American and Indigenous Studies 
at Brown! 

With best wishes, 

Paja Faudree, Associate Professor, Anthropology
Linford D. Fisher, Associate Professor, History
Elizabeth Hoover, Assistant Professor, American Studies
Joseph Meisel,  Joukowsky Family University Librarian, Adjunct Associate Professor, History 
Robert Preucel, Professor, Department of  Anthropology, and Director, Haffenreffer Museum of  Anthropology
Neil Safier, Associate Professor, History, and Beatrice and Julio Mario Santo Domingo Director and Librarian 
        at The John Carter Brown Library
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NEWS
Transition to a New Space
In August of  2017, NAIS transitioned to our new 
home at 67 George Street. This space houses the 
offices of  the Director and Coordinator of  NAIS, 
along with the Religious Studies Graduate students, 
Presidential Scholars, and Science, Technology, and 
Society.

2017-2018 Director Search
Entering into the Fall semester, the NAISI Steering 
Committee began a second search for an 
Initiative Director. Following an immersive 
process, the search was ultimately unsuccessful. 
This upcoming year, the leadership structure will 
be reevaluated with the intent of  prioritizing the 
hire of  an additional Initiative administrator.

Pokanoket Encampment
A group of  individuals, including members of  the 
Pokanoket Tribe, conducted an encampment on 
the Mt. Hope property, seeking the return of  the 
land.  After a month-long series of  negotiations, 
Brown and the Pokanokets agreed to establish a 
preservation trust or similar vehicle to secure a 
significant portion of  the land for future 
generations.
 

Launch of  a Co-Sponsorship Process
In September, NAISI launched a co-sponsorship 
process for on-campus entities. This fund is des-
ignated to provide support for campus projects 
which explore, and increase understanding of, the 
cultural traditions and political experiences of  
Indigenous Peoples throughout the hemisphere 
and the world through historical and contemporary 
lenses.

Welcoming the First NAISI Masters 
Fellow
In collaboration with the Center for Public 
Humanities, NAISI welcomed our first Masters 
fellow, Isabella Robbins. She will be joined this year 
by Taylor Payer.

Brown Bag Series
On March 15, NAISI hosted its first Brown Bag 
Luncheon of  the semester featuring Masters fellow 
Isabella Robbins, and Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Theresa Warburton. This was the first in what will be 
a series of  annual Brown Bag luncheons to continue  
in the Fall of  2018.

Summer@Brown Native Scholars 
Sponsorship
The Center for Native American Youth at The 
Aspen Institute (CNAY) partnered with Brown 
University Pre-College Programs to award full-
tuition, residential scholarships for two Native 
students to attend a Brown University Pre-College 
program. NAISI joined this collaboration and 
sponsored a travel stipend for both students.

Navajo Language GISP
During the 2018 Spring semester, six students 
organized an Introduction to Navajo Language 
Group Independent Study Project in collaboration 
with Professor Scott AnderBois. The introductory 
course, requiring no previous knowledge of  Navajo, 
focused on the development of  listening and 
conversational speaking in Dine Bizaad.

NAISI Hosts Presidential 
Greenburg Lecture
April 2018, NAISI hosted Professor Philip 
Deloria, Harvard University, for the Kathryn O. 
Greenburg Presidential Lecture entitled “Native to 
Modernism: The Art and Politics of  Mary Sully”. 
This is the first in a series of  endowed lectures to 
occur on an annual basis.

NAISI Recruitment Travel
Program Coordinator, Niyo Moraza-Keeswood took 
to the road this year, visiting the Mashpee 
Wampanoag, Choctaw, Kanaka Maoli, and Lenape 
territories for admissions recruitment travel. 
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NAIS Presidential Postdoc 
Appointed
Following a nations wide search, NAISI has selected 
Nitana Greendeer Hicks ‘03, Mashpee Wampanoag, 
as the Native American and Indigenous Studies 
Presidential postdoc for the 2018-2019 school year. 

CLACS Receives Sawyer Seminar 
Funding
The Center for Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies has received a $225,000 award from The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to support a 
Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study of  
Cultures. The initiative, titled “Race and Indigeneity 
in the Americas,” will take place over the 2018-2019 
academic year. Programming will include three 
one-day workshops, eight monthly seminars, 
musical performances, and art exhibits. The 
funding also will allow CLACS to hire one post-
doctoral fellow and two graduate students.

Opening of  ‘Drone Warriors’ and 
‘Sacred is Sacred’ Exhibits
The Haffenreffer museum has installed two 
exhibitions highlighting indigenous led movements 
to protect sacred sites currently under threat. Prof. 
Adrienne Keene and Gregory Hitch have 
curated “Drone Warriors: The Art of  Surveillance 
and Resistance at Standing Rock”; showcasing the 
drone photography and videos produced during the 
movement against the Dakota Access Pipeline at 
Standing Rock in North Dakota. Isabella Robbins 
has curated “Sacred as Sacred: The Art of  
Protecting Bears Ears” which features arts from the 
#ProtectBearsEears movement.

Navajo Nation Flag Waves at 
Commencement
Commencement 2018 marked the start of  a new 
tradition with the addition of  graduating student’s 
tribal flags being included in the lineup of  national 
flags. 

NABA Hosts First Commencement 
Dinner
Working in collaboration with the Native 
American Brown Alumni, coordinator Niyo 
Moraza-Keeswood facilitated the first annual 
Commencement Dinner for graduating native 
students. The celebration featured catering by 
Chef  Sherry Pocknett and a keynote by Nitana 
Greendeer-Hicks ‘03.

Brown to Host 2019 College 
Horizons
Slated for Summer 2019, Brown will be host to 
College Horizons. This week-long intensive 
pre-college program prepares Native American 
High School students for application and 
attendance to post-secondary institutions.

Residency of  Native Playwright
Organized by Professor Sarah dAngelo, Theatre 
Arts and Performance studies, in collaboration 
with the Brown Arts Initiative and Trinity 
Repertory, hosted Cherokee playwright 
DeLanna Studi. During her residency, DeLanna 
hosted a acting master class and performance of  
her one-person play, AND SO WE WALKED.

Stephen Houston Receives NEH 
Grant
Stephen Houston, professor of  social science 
and anthropology at Brown, has won a $200,000 
collaborative research grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. He will be 
conducting excavations on a massive series of  
citadels in present-day Guatemala, which can 
shed light on how the leaders of  the ancient 
Maya city of  Tikal responded to a foreign threat.
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POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWS

Mariaelena Huambachano
Presidential Diversity Postdoctoral Fellow, CSREA and Department of  American Studies 
and Ethnic Studies, 2016-2018
Ph.D., The University of  Auckland 

Mariaelena Huambachano is a native Peruvian scholar and citizen of  New Zealand, whose 
work stems from both personal and professional interests. She is an educator, writer, and 
Indigenous people’s rights activist. She received a PhD in International Business from 
the University of  Auckland in New Zealand. Her doctoral dissertation focused on the 
good living philosophies of  Allin Kawsay/Buen Vivir in Peru and Māori Ora in New 
Zealand to understand food security, food sovereignty and the relationship between them 
as seen through an Indigenous lens, and contributions to food and environmental policy. 
She conducted this research using the ‘Khipu Model,’ an innovative Indigenous research 
framework emerging from Māori and Quechua philosophies, protocols and world-views. 
Her current research agenda examines the ‘right to food’ security of  Indigenous peoples, 
social-political aspects of  and land-based movements in response to state driven economic 
development in Peru, and Ecuador. Also, she is investigating indigenous food sovereignty 
(IFS) as a potential tool for advocacy and policy change in food systems, in New Zealand 
and North America. Since completing her fellowship, Mariaelena has transitioned to an 
Assistant Professor of  American Indian Studies position at California State University 
Northridge

Nicholas Laluk 
Postdoctoral Fellow, CSREA and the Department of  Anthropology, 2016-2018 
Ph.D., University of  Arizona 

Nicholas Laluk is a member of  the White Mountain Apache Tribe in east-central 
Arizona. He received both his M.A. and PhD degrees in anthropology from the 
University of  Arizona. His research interests focus on collaborative archaeology and 
looking at ways to build capacity through archaeological research while maximizing 
benefits for tribal communities. Other areas of  interest are those issues associated with 
decolonization, social and political justice, American Indian sovereignty, 
self-determination, and self-representation, tribal critical race theory, place-making, 
Apache archaeology, Apache ethnohistory, American Indian and human rights law and 
policy, heritage preservation and conservation, traditional ecological knowledge, 
repatriation, and activism. 
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Theresa Warburton
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in American Studies and English, 2017-2019
PhD, University at Buffalo, 2014

Theresa Warburton is an interdisciplinary literary scholar whose work focuses on the 
intersections of  literature and radical social movements. She comes to Brown from 
Lummi/Coast Salish territory in Bellingham, WA where she is an Assistant Professor of  
English and Affiliate Faculty in the Program of  Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at 
Western Washington University. Focusing on Native and Indigenous Literatures of  North 
America and Oceania, her work explores both the historic and potential relationships 
between literary production and radical political intervention. Entitled The Politics of  Make 
Believe: Answering Native Women’s Writing in Contemporary Anarchist Movements, her current 
book project explores how the political, aesthetic, and rhetorical interventions of  
contemporary Native women’s literatures can aid in addressing some of  the limitations of  
current anti-authoritarian movements in North America. Along with Cowlitz writer 
Elissa Washuta, she is also the co-editor of  the collection Exquisite Vessel: Shapes of  Native 
Nonfiction, a collection of  nonfiction writing by contemporary Native authors. This 
scholarly work is informed and shaped by her community work supporting movements 
for indigenous sovereignty and self-determination, prison abolition, and reproductive 
freedom. At Brown, she will teach classes in both English and American Studies that 
center on Native and Indigenous Studies, including foci on literature, gender and sexuality, 
and transnational activism and art.

Nitana Hicks-Greendeer
Presidential Postdoctoral Fellow in American Studies and Native American and 
Indigenous Studies, 2018-2020
PhD, Boston College

Nitana Hicks Greendeer ’03, a citizen of  the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe, returns to 
Brown as a Presidential Diversity Postdoctoral Fellow in American Studies and Native 
American and Indigenous Studies. She is also affiliated with the Center for the Study 
of  Race and Ethnicity in America. Having completed her Ph.D. at the Lynch School 
of  Education at Boston College in 2015, Nitana most recently worked for her tribe as 
the Education Department Director. Nitana has worked for the past 15 years with the 
Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project as a teacher and researcher and continues to 
work currently as a Fluency Coach for teachers of  the program’s Wôpanâak Language 
immersion school, Mukayuhsak Weekuw. Nitana’s research interests include culture-based 
education and culturally appropriate curricular models, language education and Indian 
Education.
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Mary Tuti Baker
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of  Political Science. 2018-2019
PhD, University of  Hawai’i at Manoa

Mary Tuti Baker’s work examines the relationship between Kanaka ‘Ōiwi values and prac-
tice and the politics of  decolonization. The questions that drive her work include: How 
are Kanaka ‘Ōiwi stepping away from the trauma of  colonialism and the toxic culture of  
neoliberal capitalism? How do we transform structures that work to eliminate the kinship 
relationships between people and the ‘āina (that which feeds us physically, spiritually and 
intellectually) – relationships that have developed over millennia in Hawai’i? She is current-
ly working on a book project based on her dissertation “Ho’oulu ‘Āina: Embodied Aloha 
‘Āina Enacting ‘Ōiwi Futurities” that refines her thinking on Indigenous ideologies. She 
argues that through resurgent practices Indigenous peoples develop ideologies that provide 
the springboard for enacting indigenous futurities. Indigenous ideologies emerge out of  
discursive and material practices that are anchored in place and worldviews that honor the 
kinship relationship between humans and ‘āina.

GRADUATE FELLOWS

Isabella Robbins
Masters Fellow in Public Humanities and Native American and Indigenous Studies, 2017-
2019

Taylor Payer
Masters Fellow in Public Humanities and Native American and Indigenous Studies, 2018-
2020
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LECTURES + DISCUSSIONS

An Evening with Diane Glancy
Diane Glancy writes about Indian education, the sad 
history that began in boarding school, and its lasting 
effects. On February 27, Glancy read from Report to the 
Department to the Interior, University of  New Mexico 
Press, 2015, which won the 2016 Willa Poetry Award 
from Women Writing the West.

Constructed as a series of  reports to the Department of  
the Interior, these poems of  grief, anger, defiance, and 
resistance focus on the oppressive educational system 
adopted by Indian boarding schools and the struggle 
Native Americans experienced to retain and honor 
traditional ways of  life and culture.

Diane is professor emerita at Macalester College. 
Currently she teaches in the MFA low-residency 
program at Carlow University. Among her awards are 
two National Endowment for the Arts, a Minnesota 
Book Award, an Oklahoma Book Award, an American 
Book Award and a 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Native Writers’ Circle of  the Americas.

A Film Screening and Discussion of  
“Mashpee Nine: The Beat Goes On”

On November 17, NAISI hosted a film screening of  
“Mashpee Nine: The Beat Goes On”, featuring a discus-
sion with director Paula Peters (Mashpee Wampanoag) 
and Martin “Bruzzy” Hendricks (Mashpee Wampanoag). 

A story of  injustice, outrage, activism and vindication 
that fostered cultural pride and unity among the 
members of  a small Native American tribe on Cape 
Cod. A 40 year retrospective of  an event that occurred 
in the summer of  1976 when a group including 
traditional Mashpee Wampanoag drummers were raided 
and brutally arrested. This film tells their story.
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Native American and Indigenous Studies Brown Bag ft. Theresa Warburton and 
Isabella Robbins
Native American and Indigenous Studies held the first Brown Bag of  the semester on March 14, 2018. 
Theresa Warburton and Isabella Robbins presented on their current research projects.
Theresa Warburton: “’What Looks Like a Grave’: Reading Settler Anarchism in New England through Cheryl 
Savageau’s Mother/Land
In this talk, Dr. Warburton considered New England as a formative location in the structure of  both 
American and settler anarchist identity then extends this consideration to ask how poetry might transform the 
anarchist investment in the structure of  settlement that remains tied to the cultural significance of  the region. 
Using the analytic structure developed by White Earth Ojibwe historian Jean M. O’Brien in her work on New 
England, Dr. Warburton located the structure of  settlement within the development of  an American strain of  
anarchism in the early 20th century through the solidification of  the Northeastern Federation of  
Anarcho-Communists in the early 21st century. Alongside this analysis, she considered how such a structure 
might be undone using the methodology developed by Abenaki poet Cheryl Savageau in her collection 
Mother/Land.

Isabella Robbins: “Curating Bears Ears, (Contemporary) Indigenous Art, and Sacred Lands.”
Isabella discussed potential art pieces to be exhibited at the Haffenreffer Museum and how they will attempt 
to tell the story of  a movement and fight that aims to use a government agency to protect the land. Themes 
of  the exhibition include the role of  women and youth in the movement, inter-tribal collaboration and 
support and the movement as a method of  healing.

Photographing Indian Country: 
Taking Back Our Narrative
Adam Sings In The Timber, Apsaalooke (Crow), 
is a documentary photographer and film-
maker whose work is focused on the lives 
and culture of  Native American people 
across the country. In this lecture, he 
described his education and experience as an 
indigenous photojournalist whose desire it 
is to capture the beauty of  Native American 
culture without entirely shying away from the 
realities of  poverty, addiction and abuse.
How do we ethically portray Indigenous communities through art and research? How do we 
create art that capture the on the ground reality while still portraying people in a way that makes 
them proud to be who they are? Sings In The Timber also discussed the ethics of  working in Native 
American communities and how he approaches both his own tribe and other tribes when he is 
photographing their stories. He also discussed the impact that social media has made on his own 
photography and growth as both a Native American and Journalist.
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Native to Modernism: The Art and Politics 
of  Mary Sully

Kathryn O. Greenburg Presidential Lecture
Professor Philip J. Deloria, Harvard University

Between the late 1920s and the mid 1940s, Dakota 
Sioux artist Mary Sully created a unique portfolio of  
art, completely unknown to contemporary 
American or American Indian art history. Deeply 
engaged with modernist art and design, and with 
indigenous women’s expressive traditions of  the 
northern Plains, Sully’s work is both aesthetically 
pleasing and conceptually challenging. In this talk, 
Professor Deloria offered close readings of  several 
images in order to make the case that Sully’s art 
belongs in, and alters, the canon of  American and 
American Indian arts of  the twentieth century—and 
that its engagement with “culture and personality” 
anthropology helped produce a politics visible in both 
form and content.

Photography Workshop with Adam Sings 
in the Timber

Adam Sings in the Timber lead a photography 
workshop in which he covered some of  the 
technical basics of  digital photography (professional 
cameras and smart phones), the art of  sharing work 
in real time, as well as apps that he uses in the field 
for editing, and the social media networks he uses to 
share his work with people.
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EVENTS SUPPORTED BY NAISI

During Fall 2017, NAISI launched a co-sponsorship initiative to promote and support 
NAIS related events across campus. This fund is designated to provide support for cam-
pus projects which explore, and increase understanding of, the cultural traditions and 
political experiences of  Indigenous Peoples throughout the hemisphere and the world 
through historical and contemporary lenses.

2nd Annual Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
Celebration | October 8, 2017 
Presented by Native Americans at Brown and the 
Native American Heritage Series

Samson Occom and the Uses of  
Bibliography Lecture by Michael Kelly 
November 2, 2017 
Presented by John Carter Brown Library

Descriptive Bibliography as Research 
Methodology: A Case Study of  Samson 
Occom | November 3, 2017 
Presented by John Carter Brown Library

Uniting to Resist Attacks on our Land and 
our Identities: Building on the Queer 
Indigenous Movement in the Americas 
ft. Gaspar Sanchez | November 8, 2017
Presented by The Center for Latin American

 
and 

Caribbean Studies and Witness for Peace

The Sioux Chef: An Indigenous Kitchen 
ft. Sean Sherman | November 8, 2017 
Presented by Food Studies at Brown

And So We Walked: An Artist’s Journey 
Along the Trail of  Tears
 ft. DeLanna Studi | December 5-6, 2017
Presented by Theatre Arts and Performance 
Studies, Brown Arts Initiative, and Yale 
Indigenous Performing Arts Program

The Business of  Acting with DeLanna Studi 
December 7, 2017
Presented by Theatre Arts and Performance Studies 
and Brown Arts Initiative

Undoc-QT ARTivism: Creating Beyond 
Borders | March 1, 2018
Presented by LGBTQ Center and FLi Center

NAB Wellness Retreat | March 9-11, 2018
Presented by Native American Brown Alumni

Fort Apache: Conflict, Conservation, and (Re)
Conciliation(?) in Indian Country 
ft. John R. Welch | April 5, 2018
Presented by Haffenreffer Museum of  Anthropology

Sioux Surveillance: The Drone Warriors and 
the #NoDAPL Movement ft. Myron Dewey, Lisa 
Parks, and Jennifer Weston | April 10, 2018
Presented by Center for the Study of  Race and 
Ethnicity in America

Sacred Sites, Federal Indian Law, and the 
Future ft. Rebecca Tsosie, Mattchew Fletcher, Wendsler 
Nosie Sr., and Nizhoni Pike | April 20, 2018
Presented by Center for the Study of  Race and 
Ethnicty in America

17th Annual Spring Thaw Powwow
April 21, 2018
Presented by Native American Heritage Series

Poetry Reading ft. Layli Long Soldier
April 26, 2018
Presented by Literary Arts at Brown

Native Americans at Brown 
Commencement Dinner | May 27, 2018
Presented by Native American Brown Alumni
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NAIS RELATED EVENTS ON CAMPUS

A Conversation about Stephen Mopope, Kiowa Artist
Brown University Library
An Evening with Vanessa Jennings: Kiowa 
Cradleboards, Culture, and Tradition
Haffenreffer Museum of  Anthropology
“Policy and Environmental Interventions to Address 
Cardiovascular Disease with Native American 
Nations”
School of  Public Health
Daughters of  the Inca Conquest: Indigenous 
Noblewomen in Colonial Peru
John Carter Brown Library
Inlets of  Understanding: : Lessons working with 
Tribal Communities
Haffenreffer Museum of  Anthropology 
Design as a Tool for Change
School of  Engineering
Borders of  Our Identities: Indigeneity in Latin 
America & The Borders that Separate Us
Latinx Heritage Series and Native American Heritage Series
“Sacred Errand:” The Return of  a Sacred Object to 
Aboriginal Australia
Haffenreffer Museum of  Anthropology
“’Nígosdzán is a Living, Breathing Woman’: Power, 
the Natural World, and Healing in Ndee (Apache) 
Institutions”
Center for Study of  Race and Ethnicity in America
Theresa Warburton on Native Women’s Writing/ 
Anarchist Movements
English Graduate Students at Brown 
Colonization in Translation: Sex, Gender, and 
Dictionaries
John Carter Brown Library
Brown Legal History Workshop: Marine Mammals, 
Transnational Conservation, and Indigenous Rights 
at the Bering Strait
Brown Legal Studies
The 6th Annual Frybread Social
Native American Heritage Series
Unsettling Scores: Native American Sounds, Black 
Diasporic Ears
Department of  Music

Tomaquag Museum, a Vehicle for Indigenous 
Empowerment
John Nicholas Brown Center for Public Humanities and 
Cultural Heritage
Broken Flowers: Sacralizing Domestic Space in a 
Colonial Mixtec Household talk by JCB Fellow Jamie 
Forde
John Carter Brown Library
Wendy Red Star | Visiting Artist Lecture
Visual Arts Department
“Community-based Archaeology: opportunities and 
perils of  engaged research with indigenous and local 
communities”
Department of  Anthropology
The Animals in Aztec Rituals: Deciphering a Visual 
Language
John Carter Brown Library
The Khipu Model: An Indigenous Political Theory 
and Research Methods
Haffenreffer Museum of  Anthropology
Reindigenizing, Decolonizing: Indigenous Queer 
Artistry with Dio Ganhdih
Womxn’s History Series
Technical Literacies and Data Sovereignty: 
Documenting and Remediating Indigenous 
Knowledges in Mesoamerica and the Andes
John Carter Brown Library
The Puquina Language in the 17th Century Andes: 
Glimpses of  a Multilingual Society in the Aymara 
Writings of  Ludovico Bertonio
John Carter Brown Library
The Right to Food Security/Sovereignty as seen 
through an Indigenous Lens
The Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies
Ancestors, Animacy, and Archives: Social Cohesion 
and Solidarity in the pre-Hispanic Andes
Haffenreffer Museum of  Anthropology
Siting Renewable Energy Projects
School of  Engineering
Out of  State Screening
Asian/American Political Alliance at Brown and Brown Asian 
Sisters Empowered

Since the inaugural year of  the NAIS initiative in 2016, there has been a galvanization across 
campus to engage in Native American and Indigenous studies related scholarship. During 
the 2017-2018, entities across campus took the initiative to incorporate a wide variety of  
events surrounding the topic of  Indigeneity as listed below:
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NAIS COHORT PUBLICATIONS

AnderBois, Scott (2018). Illocutionary revelations: Yucatec Maya bakáan and the typology of   
 miratives. Journal of  Semantics, 35(1), 171-206.
____ (2018). U chíikulil k’áatchi’: forma, función, y la estandarización de la puntuación [The 
 question mark: form, function, and the standardization of  punctuation]. Cuadernos de 
 lingüística de El Colegio de México, 5(1), 388-426. 
____ (2017). Focus, Interrogation, and Indefinites, invited contribution to The Mayan Languages.  
 In J. Aissen, N. England, & R. Z. Maldonado (Eds), The Mayan Languages. Routledge Press.

Augusto, Geri (2018). “E lá vou eu”: Brazil’s Anti-Apartheid Movement, 1974-1994. In Road to 
 Democracy in South Africa, Volume 4. International Solidarity, South African Democracy 
 Education Trust (SADET) Pretoria: UNISA Publications. 
____ (2017). Plants of  Bondage, Liberation Flora and Colonial Sciences - Reflections for STS. In  
 Chakanetsa Mavhunga (Ed.),  What Do Science, Technology, Innovation Mean from Africa? Cam 
 bridge: MIT Press.
____ (2017). A língua não deve nos separar! Reflexões para uma Práxis Negra Transnacional de  
 Tradução. In Denise Carrascosa (Ed.), Traduzindo no Atlantico Negro: Cartas Nauticas Afrodias 
 poricas para Travessias Literarias. Editora Ogum’s Toques Negros.

dAngelo, Sarah (2018). Mapping Manahatta. In Illuminations. The Tudor Guild Press/Oregon  
 Shakespeare Festival.
____  (2016). The Native American New Play Festival: A Four Year Celebration. NoPassport Press   
 Dreaming the America’s Series.

Fisher, Linford D (2018). Native Americans, Race, and Religion in Colonial America. In P. 
 Harvey & K Lum (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of  Religion and Race in American History. 
 Oxford University Press.
____ 2018. Native Americans and Africans. In T. Burnard (Ed.), Oxford Bibliographies in Atlantic 
 History. New York: Oxford University Press.

Hoover, Elizabeth (2017). The River is in Us; Fighting Toxics in a Mohawk Community. Minneapolis,  
 MN: University of  Minnesota Press.
 Awards: Labriola Center Book Award from the American Indian Studies program at 
 Arizona State University, and the Beatrice Medicine Award for Published Monograph from  the Charles  
 Redd Center for Western Studies at Brigham Young University 
____(2017). “You can’t say you’re sovereign if  you can’t feed yourself:” Defining and Enacting  
 Food Sovereignty in American Indian Community Gardening. American Indian Culture and  
 Research Journal, 41(3), 31-70.  
____(2017). Environmental Reproductive Justice: Intersections in an American Indian 
 Community Impacted by Environmental Contamination. Environmental Sociology, 4(1), 8-21. 
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Mariaelena Huambachano (2018). Enacting food sovereignty in Aotearoa New
 Zealand and Peru: revitalizing Indigenous knowledge, food practices and ecological 
 philosophies. Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems 42 (8), 1003-1028.

Peck, Alexandra (2018). Native American Collection Survey. Smith College Museum of  Art. 
____ (2018). Re-enacting the Past, Redirecting the Future: The Living History Wampanoag 
 Homesite at Plimoth Plantation. The Journal of  American History. 
____ (2020). Gambling Games and Gysbert’s Glass: Narragansett Gambling Accoutrements as 
 Objects of  Resistance, Agency, and Colonial Coalescence at 17th Century Cocumscussoc, 
 Rhode Island. In Kathryn Thompson (Ed.), Remarkable Things: The Agency of  Objecthood and 
 the Power of  Materiality. London, England: Routledge. (Accepted for publication, 
 forthcoming June 2020.)

Preucel, Robert W. et. al. (2017). Ritual Processes of  Repatriation. Museum Worlds: Advances in  
 Research 5, 88–94.

Preucel, Robert W. and Alexandra Peck (2017). Give and Take: Shakee.at Entanglements. 
 Manual: A Journal About Art and Its Making, 8(1), 51-60.

Rule, Elizabeth (2018). Seals, Selfies, and the Settler State: Indigenous Motherhood and 
 Gendered Violence in Canada. American Quarterly, Publication pending.

Scherer, Andrew and V. Tiesler (2018). Smoke, Flame, and the Human Body in Mesoamerican Ritual  
 Practice. Washington D.C: Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection.

18



NATIVE AMERICAN AND INDIGENOUS ORGANIZATIONS

Native American and Indigenous 
Studies Initiative (NAISI)
The Native American and Indigenous 
Studies Initiative is an interdisciplinary 
initiative of  faculty and students interested 
in teaching and research that explores, and 
increases the understanding of, the cultural 
traditions and political experiences of  
Indigenous Peoples (especially in the 
Western Hemisphere) through historical 
and contemporary lenses.

Native Americans at Brown 
(NAB)
Native Americans at Brown is a student 
started, led and run organization. We are 
committed to building a community amongst 
ourselves, the local Native 
community and increasing awareness about 
Native issues.

We aim to create a space for indigenous 
students to express and explore their iden-
tity, create a means for individuals to relate 
to one another across various indigenous 
backgrounds, and provide social and cultural 
support for Native American students. We’re a 
friendly bunch, who welcomes people from all 
backgrounds.

Native American Brown Alumni 
(NABA)
The mission of  Native American Brown 
Alumni is:
• To improve the connections and networking 

among Native American students at Brown 
University and Native American Brown 
alumni

• To better the learning, living, and social 
experience of  Native American students at 
Brown, through support of  Native Ameri-
cans at Brown (NAB) and Native American 
and Indigenous Studies Program (NAIS)

• To increase Native American matricula-
tion and retention to, and graduation from 
Brown University

• To support and foster community between 
local Native American tribes and the institu-
tion of  Brown University

• To raise the awareness of  Brown University 
communities about Native American issues.

Native American Heritage Series 
(NAHS)
The Native American Heritage Series 
programs events focused on the politics and 
culture of  Native American and Indigenous 
Peoples’. Two programmer positions, 
employed through the Brown Center for 
Students of  Color, work in collaboration with 
staff  to coordinate six events each year. 
Signature events of  the series included the Na-
tive American Frybread Social and the annual 
Spring Thaw Pow Wow.
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