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Brown University

New Nahuatl Course Offering

Professor Eduardo de la Cruz,
Teaching Assistant Mariajosé
Rodríguez-Pliego, and NAIS
Faculty Grantee Iris Montero
on Their Course LANG 0100
Beginning Nahuatl
 
What makes Nahuatl unique?
Spoken by 1.7 million native speakers
today, Nahuatl offers a window into the
worldview and history of indigenous
communities in Mexico and its diaspora,
whose cultural heritage has survived
centuries of colonization. Once the lingua
franca of the Aztec empire, Nahuatl has a
vast linguistic archive that has made it
one of the most studied indigenous
languages in the world. Most recently, a
growing community of students and scholars of Mexican heritage in the United States have
shown interest in reconnecting with their indigenous roots through the revitalization of
the language.
 
How is teaching Nahuatl different than teaching any other language?
The pedagogical method developed by Eduardo de la Cruz at the Instituto de Docencia e
Investigación Etnológica de Zacatecas (IDIEZ) focuses on communication skills. IDIEZ is a
Zacatecas, Mexico-based research institute led by native Nahuatl speakers that works on
language revitalization. From the outset, Nahuatl is taught in an immersive and interactive
way using Nahuatl vocabulary and constant student participation. De la Cruz has designed
all learning materials and teaching strategies emphasizing the relevance of Nahuatl as a
living language, not a language of the past. The pinnacle of this method is inviting students
to participate in contemporary ceremonies that link the language and lived experience of
native speakers, such as the Maize Ceremony, focused on the terminology and practice of
corn planting and harvesting.
 
Why is it important to offer Nahuatl at Brown?
Firstly, because Brown students have asked for it. A few years ago, a group of
undergraduates organized to create a GISP in Nahuatl language and culture mentored by
Iris Montero. Inspired by that GISP, Montero designed the course HISP 1331E Visions and
Voices of Indigenous Mexico, with a weekly hour of Nahuatl instruction by Mariajosé
Rodríguez-Pliego, an advanced Nahuatl student. Encouraged by the interest in that class,

https://events.brown.edu/haffenreffer/view/event/date/20200923/event_id/183465
https://www.holycross.edu/faith-service/mcfarland-center-religion-ethics-and-culture/faith-service/mcfarland-center-religion-ethics-and-culture/events-mcfarland-center/16202020-speaker-series


we applied for a NAIS Faculty grant to invite Eduardo de la Cruz to teach this year-long
Nahuatl course at Brown through IDIEZ. It is a dream come true for many. A second
reason why it is relevant to offer Nahuatl at Brown, is that the student interest in
contemporary Nahuatl is complemented with the possibility of fostering research and
revitalization projects using the linguistic archive on Colonial Nahuatl held at the John
Carter Library. With the support of the JCB we were able to bring Eduardo de la Cruz to
Brown for the first time for a practical workshop on the indigenous languages of Latin
America in October 2019. During that time, Eduardo had the opportunity to consult
Antonio del Rincón’s Arte mexicana (Mexico, 1595), the first Nahuatl grammar written by
a native Nahuatl speaker. This visit also allowed Eduardo to share some of his own
research on the translation of the indigenous version of the conquest of Mexico in the
Florentine Codex (c. 1575-77) to contemporary Nahuatl and the reactions of children in his
community when offered this alternative version of history. In sum, the combination of
student interest and an unparalleled Nahuatl archive make Brown ideal for Nahuatl
teaching.
 
Which students will benefit most from this class?
Any student with an interest in learning an indigenous language that is both ancient and
living will benefit from this learning opportunity. In particular, we have observed that
students in our classes tend to have a research interest in Nahuatl archives, in Mexican
culture, or are drawn to the course by their desire to rekindle a connection to their
ancestral heritage. In this regard, it is useful to have some basic Spanish comprehension as
a support language for the class.

NAIS Events, NAIS Knowledge

NAISI Open Hours
(Mondays 3pm-5pm)

Announcing... NAISI's
November Open Hours
Programs!

Hosted weekly by Program
Coordinator Makana Kushi
and Outreach Coordinator
Rae Kuruhara, this is a virtual
space for the community at
Brown (students, faculty,
staff) to connect and get
together casually.

Meet Our New Tribal Community
Member in Residence

Join NAISI on Monday, Nov. 16 from 3-5pm to
welcome and learn more about Dr. Karen Craddock,
inaugural Tribal Community Member in Residence
(TCMR) at Brown University!

Watch for an invitation in your email!



Spring 2021 Course Offerings:

Indigenous Resurgence: Roots, Reclamations, and Relations
Whose Land? Tracing History and Memory in the Native Northeast
Vertical Civilization: South American Archaeology from Monte Verde to the Inkas
Indians, Colonists, and Africans in New England
Ancient Maya Writing
Modern Mayan Languages
Crisis and Identity in Mexico, 1519-1968
New Worlds: Reading Spaces and Places in Colonial Latin America
History and Resistance in Representations of Native Peoples
Introduction to American Indian Studies
The US-Mexico Border and Borderlands
Colonization and Southern Africa's First Peoples
Colonial Latin America
Sacred Sites: Law, Politics, Religion
Indigenous Laws, Environmental Racism, and #LandBack

Click here to read more about Spring 2021 Course Offerings.

Indigenous Art Class

Students in the remote course
Indigenous Art, Issues and
Concepts, taught by visiting
instructor Marina Tyquiengco,
will cap off the fall semester by
creating their own Indigenous art
exhibitions.

The students in the course are
jump-starting their own online
discussions each week and
analyzing readings, films, talks
and artworks together on video
chat. Together, they’re exploring
big questions: What is Indigeneity? Who decides what Indigenous art is and is not? Does
Indigenous art belong in an anthropological museum or an art gallery? Read more.

To the right: artwork by Olivia Maliszewski (Rappahannock) Brown 22' "A Woman Free of
Sin," 2019.

https://www.brown.edu/academics/native-american-and-indigenous-studies/course-offerings
https://www.brown.edu/academics/art-history/people/marina-tyquiengco-0
https://www.brown.edu/news/2020-10-08/indigenousart


Clearing a Path to Peace (Remembering Who We Are)

Webinar: Thursday, November 19 6:30-8pm EST
Native only zoom discussion space: 8:15-9pm EST
Click here to register

Come learn with Harold and Phil Gatensby, brothers of the Tlingit nation, who have
engaged in land-based healing and community justice work around the world for over 30
years. As some of the original teachers to share Circle process* and its teachings with non-
native communities in the northeast and in many other parts of the country, Harold and
Phil bring their personal and ancestral stories and wisdom with openness and generosity.
This webinar will be an opportunity to listen, reflect, and ask questions; it is an invitation
to rediscover what it means to be human together.

External Events and Opportunities

1620/2020 Series Culminates With Premiere of Pakachoag: Where
the River Bends

The 1620/2020 Speaker Series, exploring past and contemporary Indian/New
England/U.S. relations in conjunction with the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the
Mayflower at Plymouth, Massachusetts, culminates this Saturday, November 7 with the
premiere of the film Pakachoag: Where the River Bends — a walking tour of historical
sites on Pakachoag/College Hill.

Following the screening, consider ways to commemorate Pakachoag in a panel discussion
with Colin Novick, Executive Director of the Greater Worcester Land Trust; Gwenn Miller,
Associate Professor of History at the College of the Holy Cross; Thomas Doughton, Senior
Lecturer of the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies at Holy Cross; Sarah Klotz, Assistant
Professor of Rhetoric and English at Holy Cross; Digital Media Services Coordinator Ian
Kaloyanides (filmmaker); and moderated by Sarah Luria, Professor of
English/Environmental Studies and Madison Chouinard ‘22, an Environmental Studies
major.

Saturday, November 7, 2-4:30 p.m. EST
Click here to register

View the complete schedule of events here.

Please register in advance for each event to receive a personal link to join the discussions.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xnfp6lvQL1wXdAcMK3OcskiZyyWcyXxbdAx8BbuJNJ0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.holycross.edu/faith-service/mcfarland-center-religion-ethics-and-culture/faith-service/mcfarland-center-religion-ethics-and-culture/events-mcfarland-center/16202020-speaker-series
https://holycross.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYsceqopjMpGNdGuOz8YmbjwjQ44WVsBswx
https://www.holycross.edu/faith-service/mcfarland-center-religion-ethics-and-culture/faith-service/mcfarland-center-religion-ethics-and-culture/events-mcfarland-center/16202020-speaker-series


Upstander Project
Has Multiple
Upcoming Screenings
of Dawnland and
Dear Georgina

Dear Georgina is free to
stream right now and
through November 7th via
Vermont PBS.

Dawnland ― WORLD Channel broadcast
Tuesday, Nov. 3rd at 7:00pm ET
Sunday, Nov. 8th at 10:00am ET

Dawnland ― Online Screening + Live Q&A
(54-minute broadcast edition)
Thursday, Nov. 12 at 9:00pm ET
Register here

Dawnland ― Online Screening + Live Filmmaker Q&A
(86-minute director's cut)
Thursday, Nov. 19th at 7:30pm ET
Register here

Native American and Indigenous Studies Initiative | NAISAB@Brown.edu
401-863-5972 or 401-863-3693

Box 1862 Brown University
67 George St., Providence, RI

STAY CONNECTED
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