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Welcome back to a new semester and a new year! NAISI is excited to welcome
the Class of 2024 to campus, and to our continued work with all students. Whether on or
off campus or studying remotely this semester, we hope to see you at some of our
upcoming virtual events. In addition to events NAISI will host, we are collaborating with
others across campus for some great programs. See what’s on the schedule below.

Our weekly Open Hours (hosted by graduate students Makana Kushi, Rae Kuruhara and
Felicia Bartley) offer opportunities to meet other students, NAISI staff and faculty, learn
how to cook a one-pan meal, study time and conversation. Be sure to stop in to learn about
“all things Brown,” in addition to all that NAISI has to offer.

Also be sure to check our website for the latest event, course and other updates. You can
also follow us on our Instagram and Facebook accounts. And be sure to stay on top of all of
our news by signing up for our listserv here.

We look forward to seeing you soon!
NAISI Staff

Thank you to Olivia Maliszewski (Rappahannock) Brown '22, whose art, "A
Woman Free of Sin," 2019, produced in Marina Tyquiengco's HIAA 1882
class, adorns the banner of this month's newsletter.

Introducing Honor Keeler

Getting To Know Honor Keeler
 
This semester NAISI collaborated with American
Studies to invite Brown alum Honor Keeler
(Cherokee Nation) to teach Indigenous Laws,
Environmental Racism, and #LandBack. We very

https://www.brown.edu/academics/native-american-and-indigenous-studies/native-american-and-indigenous-studies
https://www.instagram.com/naisatbrown/
https://www.facebook.com/NAISatBrown/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/native-american-and-indigenous-studies/stay-informed
https://www.brown.edu/academics/native-american-and-indigenous-studies/visiting-instructors-and-fellows


much look forward to having Honor return to Brown
and be part of our community! She received her A.B.
in Anthropology from Brown (with honors) and her
J.D. and Indian Law Certificate at the University of
New Mexico School of Law, where she graduated
with clinical honors. Over the years, Honor has
earned a reputation for working tirelessly in the
areas of Indigenous human rights, Indigenous laws,
U.S. and international repatriation, and sacred
protection. She is well regarded for her expertise in
repatriation matters, sacred lands protection, and
Indigenous entrepreneurship, including bringing
the legal, policy and legislative concerns of Native
Americans in international repatriation to national
and international forums. Her knowledge and
expertise in this area contributed to the recently
published The Routledge Companion to Indigenous
Repatriation: Return, Reconcile, Renew (2020), co-
edited with Cressida Fforde and C. Timothy
McKeown. 

Honor is currently the Legal and Program Director of Utah Diné Bikéyah and holds an
honorary position at the National Centre for Indigenous Studies at The Australian
National University. She also serves on the NAGPRA Review Committee and as Vice
President of the Board of Trustees at the Cherokee Heritage Center. Keeler previously was
a Visiting Assistant Professor at Wesleyan and has worked for organizations, such as the
American Indian Law Center, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and the AAIA.
Welcome back, Honor!

Brown Events

February Open Hours

On Monday, February 8 (3PM-5PM Eastern)  join Rae Kuruhara (NAISI
Communications Coordinator) at NAISI Open Hours for "Pal-entine's Day Cookies and
Crafts"

Monday, February 15 (3PM-5PM Eastern)  Drop in for some company while
trudging through those assignments!

Monday, February 22 (3PM-5PM Eastern)  Our beloved cooking webinar is back!
Tell us what you'd like to cook! Send us your suggestions at nais@brown.edu.

https://www.routledge.com/The-Routledge-Companion-to-Indigenous-Repatriation-Return-Reconcile-Renew/Fforde-McKeown-Keeler/p/book/9781138303584
mailto:nais@brown.edu


February 3 at 5 PM Eastern

Dr. Danielle Ignace Seminar with Graduate
Students of Color in STEM
"Experiences in Academia"

The Graduate Students of Color in STEM is
hosting its first Colors of STEM Seminar
Series for the semester. Our first seminar
will host Dr. Danielle Ignace (Coeur
d’Alene), an Assistant Professor at Smith
College.

Please RSVP here to receive Zoom link.

February 9 at 12 PM Eastern

Mapping Indigenous Long Island with
Shinnecock Artist Jeremy Dennis

Please join enrolled Shinnecock tribal
member and artist Jeremy Dennis as he
discusses his landscape photography
project titled ‘On This Site - Indigenous
Long Island’ which involves the
mapping of sacred, historical, and
archaeological Indigenous sites
throughout Long Island, New York. 

To join this JNBC virtual event click
here.

February 18 at 12 PM

Sovereignty of the Soul: Confronting
Gender-Based Violence in Native
America

Virtual Presidential Lecture by Dr.
Sarah Deer (Muscogee [Creek] Nation),
University Distinguished Professor at
the University of Kansas

Professor Deer will share information
about the history of violence against
women and two-spirit (LGBTQ+)
people in tribal communities and legal
changes that will allow tribal nations to
assert sovereignty over criminal and
civil cases involving victims of crime.
The keynote will highlight the role of
advocates in engaging in law reform
with an aim for justice for marginalized
communities. 

https://forms.gle/1MJM9h99LmWT327i9
https://events.brown.edu/jnbc/view/event/event_id/199400
https://wgss.ku.edu/sarah-deer


A virtual event offered by Native
American and Indigenous Studies at
Brown

To join, click here. No RSVP required.

SAVE THE DATE: March 4-5

Regeneration: Relationships of Kinship,
Care, and Becoming/Transformation with
Leanne Simpson

A collaboration with Sarah Doyle Center for
Women and Gender for Women’s History
Month. Check the NAISI website and
calendar for more details on this mini-
residency with renowned Michi Saagiig
Nishnaabeg scholar, writer, and
artist Leanne Betasamosake.  

A collaboration with Sarah Doyle Center for
Women and Gender for Women’s History
Month.

Four Corners

Karen Craddock, PhD
Tribal Community Member in Residence

Welcome to a New Year! Themes of reckoning, healing
and wellness are especially timely now as we enter into
2021. With this in mind and with each newsletter, I will
be offering 4 quick items for you to explore.

Invitations to engage our heads, hearts, hands and one
another.  
 
Four for You (44U)
 
Think about…
During the mid 17th through the 19th centuries, Native
children in the Southern New England Tribes, including
Wampanoag and Narragansett, were regularly taken from their families and sent into
servitude with English families in the area. Cultural historians believe this pervasive act of
separation and enslavement was the precursor to the more well known infamous Carlisle
boarding schools.
 
Try out….
We know that the plasticity of the brain allows us to grow new and sharpen neural
pathways which lead to better brain function and wellness. Perhaps use your non-
dominant hand to do common tasks like combing your hair, unlocking a door or a creative
activity like beading.
  
Tend to…
Community-care is self-care! Growing scientific evidence points to the power of giving
back as a central pathway to mental-emotional wellbeing. Activating this commonly held
Indigenous value and practice can support wellness – periodically check on a friend or
relative (better to call vs text), offer to help a peer with a course project, or volunteer online
support to community youth.

Take in…
“A story matrix connects all of us.
There are rules, processes, and circles of responsibility in this world.
And the story begins exactly where it is supposed to begin.

https://brown.zoom.us/j/98087135805
https://www.brown.edu/academics/native-american-and-indigenous-studies/native-american-and-indigenous-studies
https://www.leannesimpson.ca/about


We cannot skip any part.”
― Joy Harjo
 

Karen Craddock - TCMR Open Hours
Please stop by or schedule time to talk! 
Tuesdays 4-6pmET drop in (see link below)
Thursdays 10-12pmET by appointment 
karen_craddock@brown.edu

https://brown.zoom.us/j/95211533737

External Events and Opportunities

February 11 at 6:00 PM Eastern

A Circle of Notable Native American Scholars

A panel discussion with five phenomenal Indigenous scholars who have all been
inducted into the American Academy of Arts & Sciences (AAAS).

This 50th Anniversary event is jointly sponsored by the Harvard University Native
American Program (HUNAP), the Stanford Native American Studies Program and
the Stanford Native American Cultural Center (NACC). It is also co-sponsored by
the American Academy of Arts & Sciences.

Featuring: Philip J. Deloria (Yankton Dakota), Leverett Saltonstall Professor of
History at Harvard University; K. Tsianina Lomawaima  (Creek Nation)
Professor in the School of Social Transformation at Arizona State University, and
Co-founder of the Native American & Indigenous Studies Association; Henrietta
Mann (Cheyenne) Professor Emerita of Native American Studies at the University
of Montana, Missoula and Montana State University, Bozeman and Founding
President of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal College; Greg Sarris (Federated
Indians of Graton Rancheria) Tribal Chairman, Federated Indians of Graton
Rancheria (Coast Miwok) and Endowed Chair in Creative Writing and Native
American Studies at Sonoma State University; Robert Warrior (Osage Nation)
Professor of American Literature and Culture at the University of Kansas.

Register here.

March 19 at 5:30 PM Eastern

EX LIBRIS: Chef Sean Sherman
A virtual event offered by Providence
Athenæum

Chef Sean Sherman, Oglala Lakota,
born in Pine Ridge, SD, has been
cooking across the US and Mexico over
the past 30 years, and has become
renowned nationally and internationally
in the culinary movement of indigenous
foods. His main focus has been on the
revitalization and evolution of
indigenous foods systems throughout
North America.

Register here.

mailto:karen_craddock@brown.edu
https://brown.zoom.us/j/95211533737
https://hunap.harvard.edu/event/circle-notable-native-american-scholars
https://providenceathenaeum.org/calendar/ex-libris-chef-sean-sherman/


April 5 at 6:00 PM Eastern

Native Americans and the National
Consciousness: Virtual Reading and
Conversation with Joy Harjo

The Harvard University Native
American Program and the Harvard Art
Museums present a reading and
conversation with Joy Harjo, the 23rd
poet laureate of the United States,
Monday, April 5th at 6:00pm Eastern
Standard Time.

Register here.

Left: Joy Harjo (1990) from the Robert
Giard Papers, Beinecke Library, Yale
University.

Funding and Engagement Opportunities

SPRINT Funding for Undergraduate Research and Internships

NAISI is partnering with the SPRINT program to encourage research and
internships in Native American and Indigenous Studies

For faculty: Apply to partner with a
student on a research or curriculum
development project next summer
through the SPRINT program, which
provides summer funding for students.
The deadline for faculty to propose a
collaboration is February 8th. Learn
more here.

For students: Apply to work with a
Brown University faculty member or
apply to fund an unpaid or low-paid
summer internship in UFunds between
February 4th - 24th. Look out for an
announcement in Today@Brown or
UFunds for more updates.

Mellon Mays

The Mellon Mays Undergraduate
Fellowship (MMUF) recognizes and
seeks to recruit undergraduate students
interested in pursuing research and
careers in the professoriate with a
demonstrated commitment to equity in
education. The application is due on
Sunday, February 28 at 11:59PM EST.

Learn more at MMUF's website.

Join Natives at Brown!

Natives at Brown is an undergraduate
and graduate student group for Native
American and Indigenous Studies.

To receive updates about meetings and
opportunities for Native students,
register for the listserv here.

Please also share with Native students
at Brown in your network!

Native American and Indigenous Studies Initiative | NAISAB@Brown.edu
401-863-5972 or 401-863-3693

https://harvard.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5UwP1VOdSfegz89VHcN_iQ
https://brown.edu/go/sprintfacultyguide
http://brown.edu/go/mmuf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhhTqgT5LwF1q2CJbJUBZOjn58oY1AUd7ZJh4bD4b-ncnQ1w/viewform?gxids=7628


Box 1862 Brown University
67 George St., Providence, RI

STAY CONNECTED

   

https://www.facebook.com/NAISatBrown/
https://www.instagram.com/naisatbrown/

