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Welcome to April!

As the spring semester winds down, we are very much reflecting on the incredibly
challenging year we have all had. While many of us have found time for reflection and
growth over the past year, we also recognize that many hardships and challenges have
been presented to all of us. The season change from winter to spring provides an
opportunity to renew ourselves, clear our minds and think about fresh starts.

This month’s newsletter is highlighted with a story about two amazing leaders our
university is fortunate to have: professors Sarah dAngelo (TAPS) and Adrienne Keene
(American Studies). NAISI has been so fortunate to have had their leadership this past
year, along with Joseph Meisel and Shankar Prasad, as we continue to expand. We hope
you enjoy learning more about the co-chairs of this year’s Core Steering Committee.

We wish all students (and faculty) the best of luck as final exams, end of the semester and
graduation approach. And we hope graduating students will consider joining NABA
(Native American Brown Alumni) and stay connected, as you now join the ranks of the
many Native American students who have graduated from Brown.

Be sure to check our website for the latest updates on events, courses and faculty and
student work. Follow us on our Instagram and Facebook accounts. And be sure to stay on
top of all of our news by signing up for our listserv here.
 
We look forward to seeing you soon!
NAISI Staff

Banner art: Nia Holley (Nipmuc). Untitled (On Healing, part III), 2017.
Gifted cedar, copper, brass, silver, and bronze. As seen in Chandra Marshall's
Entangled Legacies zine.

https://www.facebook.com/NABAlums/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/native-american-and-indigenous-studies/native-american-and-indigenous-studies
https://www.instagram.com/naisatbrown/
https://www.facebook.com/NAISatBrown/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/native-american-and-indigenous-studies/stay-informed
https://cssj.brown.edu/work-center/public-humanities-projects/exhibitions/exhibition-archive/entangled-legacies


Thank You to Our Core Steering Committee
Co-Chairs: Sarah dAngelo and Adrienne Keene!

Sarah dAngelo Adrienne Keene

NAISI’s leadership is a true team effort and we want to thank, in particular, the co-
chairs of our Core Steering Committee: Sarah dAngelo and Adrienne Keene. Under their
leadership, in collaboration with Brown’s University Librarian Joseph Meisel and
Deputy Provost for Strategic Initiatives Shankar Prasad, and NAISI’s Executive Director
Rae Gould, NAISI has grown substantially over the past year. This month we are
featuring Professor dAngelo and Professor Keene in the NAISI newsletter.
 
Sarah dAngelo is Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts and Performance Studies. At Brown
she teaches courses in acting, movement and last fall launched a Native American
Indigenous Theatre Performance course. Professor dAngelo is also a founding board
member of the Oklahoma Indigenous Theatre Company (OITC). Pre-COVID, OITC
produced an annual new play festival and programmed arts education serving area
communities and Oklahoma schools. In addition to teaching and directing in the TAPS
department, she continues to work professionally as a theatre and voice artist, and is a
proud member of the Screen Actors Guild, the American Federation of Television and
Radio Artists and the Actors' Equity Association.

Adrienne Keene (Cherokee) is an Assistant Professor of American Studies and Ethnic
Studies. At Brown Professor Keene teaches courses on Indigenous Education, Native
representations, and Native American Studies more broadly. Her research areas include
college access, transition, and persistence for American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian students, including the role of pre-college access programs in student success.
Additionally, she examines representations of Native peoples in popular culture, Native
cultural appropriation in fashion and design, and the ways that Indigenous peoples are
using the internet, social media, and new media to challenge misrepresentations and
create new and innovative spaces for art and activism. Professor Keene is author of Native
Appropriations, a forum for discussing representations of Native peoples, including
stereotypes, cultural appropriation, news, activism, and more. She is also co-host of the
podcast All My Relations, which explores our relationships to land, to our creatural
relatives, and to one another.

THANK YOU to Professor dAngelo and Professor Keene for their leadership of NAISI this
past year!

Brown Events

https://okindigenoustheatre.com/
http://nativeappropriations.com/
https://www.allmyrelationspodcast.com/


April Open Hours

On Monday, April 5 (3PM-5PM Eastern)  Tune in for an egg-citing cooking show!

Monday, April 12 (3PM-5PM Eastern)  Take a moment to chill with us before gearing
up for finals season.

Monday, April 19 (3PM-5PM Eastern)  Pop in for study help and moral support.

Monday, April 26 (3PM-5PM Eastern)  Join us in welcoming the class of 2025!

T o join any of our April Open Hours events, click this link.

April 14 from 6-8 PM Eastern

Makana Kushi & Rae Kuruhara
Yarn Lei Workshop and Lei Hulu
History

In this workshop and educational
session, participants will learn how to
make Hawaiian lei out of eyelash yarn,
and learn about the cultural and
historical context of this kind of lei. As
we spin the fluffy yarn to mimic the look
of the Hawaiian finch feathers, we’ll
also talk about how cultural practices
like lei-making and gifting are tied to
Indigenous land and sovereignty.

Click here to register.

Space is limited to 30 participants and
is on a first-come, first-served basis.
Materials can be provided at no cost
and mailed for up to 20 participants in
RI, MA, or CT. You can also follow
along at home with your own materials.
Recommended for ages 14 and up.

Free and open to the public; pre-
registration required. Supported by
generous donors to the Barbara
Greenwald Memorial Arts Program

https://brown.zoom.us/j/93314255510
https://forms.gle/jzAT6RNYALdsvVnN8


fund.

Makana Kushi (Kanaka ‘Ōiwi) is a 3rd year
PhD student in American Studies at Brown
University originally from Hilo, Hawaiʻi.
Her research explores ethnic and racial
hierarchies in Hawaiʻi through Hawaiian
language newspapers and family and oral
history. As a beneficiary of the kula kaiapuni
(Hawaiian language immersion school)
movement, she is dedicated to the
cultivation of Indigenous resurgent
educational spaces, and hopes to explore the
resurgent potential of teaching Hawaiʻi
history both in and outside of the academy.
She is the program coordinator for Brown’s
Native American and Indigenous Studies
Initiative.

Rae Kuruhara (Kanaka ʻŌiwi) is a 2nd year
student in the public humanities MA
program interested in the potential popular
media such as comics, music, fashion, and
television play in preserving, depicting, and
informing Indigenous cultures. Their work
questions the conventional hierarchy of
literary studies and actively works to bring
graphic novels and video games into serious
conversation in an effort not only to
destigmatize them, but to also frame these
popular art forms as more immersive
bridges between oral and written
storytelling traditions. Rae is the Native
American and Indigenous Studies Initiative
public humanities fellow and
communications coordinator.

Four Corners

Karen Craddock, PhD
Tribal Community Member in Residence

Form follows function. The art of ‘taking shape’ first asks
how we want to be - in order to be what we desire. After
crossing this threshold of Spring, we are likely feeling a
stirring to go do, to take on new or long awaited roles. And
in a world often rushed and pressed to name the outputs,



we rarely prioritize the importance of process...our ways of
being and knowing. Arriving at an authentic place flows
from being authentic. A gentle reminder to embrace the
process through a combination of surrender and assurance
...an invitation into release and trust. 
 
Think about
Recent reports from the Global Council on Brain Health
further evidence the impact of music on neurological and
overall well being, with special note on “vibroacoustic
therapies' that are on the rise. Drum, dance and song in
Native American and Indigenous traditional medicine and
ceremony continue generational practices that remain an
unbroken source of healing and resilience to this day. 
 
Try out
The connection between color and emotions is well documented with one report noting
that 90% of snap judgments are influenced by the psychological effects of color alone. Also
true is that culture is deeply tied to our perceptions of color. Take a look at your clothing,
notice any hue patterns? Try to intentionally wear a new color and make note of how you
feel or are perceived.
 
Tend to
Our relationship with and within the natural environment holds keys for our mental,
emotional and physical wellbeing, this includes the link between soil and our immune
health. Take a break from the screens and technology and spend time outdoors, on the
land, by the water and among the trees…
 
Take in
“Action on behalf of life transforms. Because the relationship between self and the world is
reciprocal, it is not a question of first getting enlightened or saved and then acting. As we
work to heal the earth, the earth heals us”
- Robin Wall Kimmerer (Author of Braiding Sweetgrass)

Karen Craddock - TCMR Open Hours
Please stop by or schedule time to talk! 

Tuesdays 4-6pm Eastern drop in:
https://brown.zoom.us/j/95211533737

Thursdays 10-12pm Eastern by appointment:
karen_craddock@brown.edu

External Events and Opportunities

April 4 from 4-6 PM Eastern

From the Margins to the Mainstream 
Black And Indigenous Futures

Archaeologists, artists, and cultural
theorists turn to questions of what's
next in the struggle for the recognition
and promotion of Indigenous and Black
life. The panel includes D. Rae Gould,
Ph.D. (Nipmuc Nation); Executive
Director, NAISI.

Register here.

April 5 at 6 PM Eastern

Native Americans and the National
Consciousness: Virtual Reading and

https://brown.zoom.us/j/95211533737
mailto:karen_craddock@brown.edu
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QQbux4xcSI6S7bZbtXkWqg


Conversation with Joy Harjo

The Harvard University Native
American Program and the Harvard Art
Museums present a reading and
conversation with Joy Harjo, the 23rd
poet laureate of the United States.

Register here.

Thursdays: April 29, May 13,
May 27, and June 10
from 2-4 PM Eastern

Land Back: Indigenous Landscapes of
Resurgence and Freedom
Garden & Landscape Virtual Symposium

Registration is first come, first served and
must be completed at least one week prior
to each webinar is required.

Click here to register.

May 5 from 6-7:15 PM Eastern

Tomaquag Museum Presents
Literature & Culture Author
Conversations
with Patricia Rubertone

Join us for a discussion with Patricia
Rubertone as we discuss her book,
Native Providence: Memory,
Community, & Survivance in the
Northeast. 

Register here.

Funding and Engagement Opportunities

The National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition
Has 3 Summer Internship Opportunities:

Communications Intern  

We are seeking an energetic, creative, hard-working, and digital-savvy individual looking
to join a dynamic, mission-driven organization as a communications intern. Currently, this
position will work remotely due to COVID-19. Once our office reopens, this position will be

https://harvard.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5UwP1VOdSfegz89VHcN_iQ
http://go.pardot.com/e/279532/ster-WN-gtP4XqrySkup4V48A71udg/lt53y/854688054?h=eYGi5LGFl2WFzlX0jc-qGz_XLCFegZrz1eZtT6UzMuU
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqcOigpzspHt1wbmA9UViSTzNMEg3kazad


in-person in Minneapolis if they are able.
Read the full job posting to find out how to apply.

Research Intern

We are seeking a detail-oriented intern to assist with ongoing Indian Boarding School
research. Currently, this position will work remotely due to COVID-19. Once our office
reopens, this position will be in-person in Minneapolis if they are able.
Read the full job posting to find out how to apply.

Digital Archives Intern 

We are seeking a detail-oriented intern to work towards the creation of the first-ever
National Indian Boarding School Digital Archives. Currently, this position will work
remotely due to COVID-19. Once our office reopens, this position will be in-person in
Minneapolis if they are able.
Read the full job posting to find out how to apply.

The application deadline for all 3 internships is April 18 at 11:59 PM, Central

Denver Art Museum Paid
Internship

Native Arts Curatorial
Department/Department of
Learning & Engagement

This internship provides the
opportunity to work alongside the
Native Arts Curatorial Department and
the Department of Learning &
Engagement to help realize projects
related to the re-installation of the new
Indigenous Arts of North America
gallery. It will also provide
opportunities to shadow the installation
process, which includes object
placement as well as design and
interpretive templating. The primary
focus of this internship will be to work
collaboratively with the Senior
Interpretive Specialist on the
development of the interpretive
program for the Native Arts Artist-in-
Residence Lounge, an interactive space
that promotes reflection, connection,
and engagement with the artist’s
practice and themes represented in
their work.

The deadline is April 2. Click here to
learn more.

Kelsey Street Press

QTBIPOC 2021 Poetry Manuscript
Contest

We are pleased to announce Kelsey
Street Press’s first QTBIPOC Prize. This
is a FREE book contest open to
QTBIPOC-identified feminist innovative
writers/poets.

The winning manuscript will be chosen
by Metta Sáma, author of Swing at your
own risk (Kelsey Street Press, 2019).
The prize winner will receive
publication along with a $1,000.00 cash
award to help aid in book promotion,
travel, event attendance, and a general
contribution to the hopes of thriving as
an artist. Along with book publication
and cash prize, Ching-In Chen, winner
of the 2018 Lambda Literary Award for
Best Transgender Poetry for
recombinant (Kelsey Street Press,
2017), will serve as editor along with a
Kelsey Street Press collective member.
This prize continues Kelsey Street’s
commitment to publishing a poetics of
inclusion. The contest is open for
submissions from March 1–April 15,
2021.

Learn more.

Native American and Indigenous Studies Initiative | NAISAB@Brown.edu
401-863-5972 or 401-863-3693

Box 1862 Brown University
67 George St., Providence, RI

STAY CONNECTED

https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.135/ee8.a33.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Internship_Communications_NABS-2021.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.135/ee8.a33.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Internship_Research_NABS-2021.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.135/ee8.a33.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Internship_Digital-Archives_NABS-2021.pdf
https://www.paycomonline.net/v4/ats/web.php/jobs/ViewJobDetails?job=44476&clientkey=6F0CCA38B9135DC3CC20883865902788
https://www.kelseystreetpress.org/contests


   

https://www.facebook.com/NAISatBrown/
https://www.instagram.com/naisatbrown/

