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university sits upon the lands in the territories of the Narragansett and Wampanoag peoples.

Felicia Bartley Joins NAISI Staff

Welcome, Felicia!

Felicia Bartley joins the Brown University
community as an MA student in Public
Humanities and as a fellow in the Native
American and Indigenous Studies Initiative. A
Tiwa scholar from Pueblo of Isleta in New
Mexico, Felicia's previous research explored the
role of Indigenous fashion design as it relates to
self-representation, sovereignty, and knowledge
transference. During her two-year fellowship,
Felicia will explore how Pueblo cultural centers,
museums and ecomuseums contribute to the
well-being of their respective communities. She
will also collaborate with the Brown University
Library, engaging with Native and Indigenous
collections. We asked Felicia about her scholarly pursuits and the impacts of her work.

What changes can we expect to see as a result of your work with the Hay
Library?

As a JNBC/NAISI fellow I am working as a liaison with Brown's John Hay Special
Collections Library. I will be working with staff at the Hay to implement the Society of
American Archivists' protocols for Native American archival materials. The
implementation of these protocols is important because it allows Brown's Hay Library to
decolonize their library practices by shifting towards a collaborative model that
emphasizes Native North American communities' concerns revolving around systems of
knowledge, stewardship, and intellectual property.

Who are your favorite Indigenous fashion designers?

Some of my favorite Indigenous fashion designers are Loren Aragon (Acoma) of Aconav,
Orlando Dugi (Diné), and Victoria Kakuktinniq (Inuk) of Victoria's Arctic Fashion.

What's the biggest challenge that Pueblo cultural centers face? What have you
learned that has surprised you? 

The biggest challenge that Pueblo culture centers face, in my opinion, is the flow of
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esoteric knowledge, knowledge that is only accessible to initiated members of specific
societies within Pueblo communities. The unique challenge is that Pueblo culture centers
have to find a balance between public knowledge and private knowledge that, at the same
time, benefits their constituents and visitors. With that, the question arises regarding
audience: Should Pueblo culture centers serve tribal members only, or is it their job to
educate the non-Pueblo public? Can/Should they do both?

It was surprising to me that there is no scholarly monograph about the Indian Pueblo
Cultural Center despite its interesting history, programs, and initiatives. I was equally
surprised by the limited amount of sources on the topic of Pueblo culture centers and the
even smaller scope of centers studied. However I see this as a sign that there is room to
grow and to encourage other Puebloans to take interest in our home communities'
initiatives for knowledge transference.

NAISI Events, NAISI Knowledge

Thanks to NAISI Symposium
Presenters

This past Friday and Saturday, NAISI
students showed the incredible
interdisciplinarity of our NAISI
community and Native American and
Indigenous Studies - from wet lab
research to art analysis, from a public
humanities project with Native youth
to deep dives into the archive, from

work related to one’s own Native community to work turning the researcher’s eye toward
this very university. Undergraduates, masters students, and PhD students presented
everything from summer 2020 research to long term dissertation research, and faculty
and graduate student commenters with relevant research and work experience provided
robust and engaged feedback. This will be a highlight of our semester and we are so
grateful to everyone who presented, commented, and listened! 

"Country Living during COVID-19"

Rae Gould, Associate Director of the Native American and
Indigenous Studies Initiative, contributed to the Sarah
Doyle Center for Women and Gender's blog, "Radical
Roots," from her home in Leverett, Mass. with an essay
about the ways that she has found solace in isolation and
connectedness in spite of the global pandemic. Check it out!

Cornhusk Figure Workshop
Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology
This Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2020
6:00PM-7:00PM EDT

Join us for our first virtual workshop!

Learn to make cornhusk figures with Leah Hopkins
(Narragansett). Cornhusk figures are made by
Northeastern Native parents and relatives for their
children to play with, and have become a popular gift
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and art form that is typically seen during the Autumn
season. Register here. Learn more here.

Samuel M. Nabrit Black Graduate Student
Association Presents: A Virtual Open Mic
Friday, October 2 at 7:00PM EDT

We are looking for current Brown graduate/medical students or
recent graduate/medical alumni of color to perform/highlight their
work at the Open Mic. If you are interested, please fill out this link.
Email bahati_nkera@brown.edu with any questions.

External Events and Opportunities

Relationships, Reciprocity, and Responsibilities: Indigenous
Studies in Archives and Beyond | American Philosophical Society
September 21-25, 2020

The conference seeks to build on the collaborative, community-engaged work of the
American Philosophical Society’s Center for Native American and Indigenous Research
(CNAIR) and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Native American Scholars Initiative
(NASI), which fosters the development of the next generation of Indigenous and allied
students and scholars. The conference is free and open to all who register. Opening
plenary panel featuring Lisa Brooks, Amos Key, Jr, and Jennifer O'Neal (pictured above).
Registration, program, and more information here.

Luce Indigenous Knowledge Fellowship
Deadline: Thursday, October 22, 2020
Complete applications must be submitted no
later than 5:00 pm Mountain Daylight Time.
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In 2019, First Nations Development Institute (First Nations),
in partnership with The Henry Luce Foundation (Luce),
launched the Luce Indigenous Knowledge Fellowship to honor
and support a select cohort of fellows as they work to further
Indigenous knowledge creation, dissemination and
perpetuation in Indigenous communities. Through this
fellowship program, we will award 10 fellowships of $50,000
each to outstanding Native knowledge holders and knowledge
makers engaged in meaningful work that benefits Indigenous
people. Learn more about the fellowship and application

requirements, here.
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