
Black History Month Spotlight

Did You Know?

Hiram R. Revels (1827 - 1901)

Hiram Rhodes Revels was a trailblazing figure in American history, marking significant
milestones in the fight for equality and representation. Elected by the Mississippi legislature to
the United States Senate as a Republican during the Reconstruction era, he was the first African
American to serve in either house of the U.S. Congress.

Born on September 27, 1827, in Fayetteville, North Carolina, Revels’ upbringing in the
tumultuous era of slavery and discrimination shaped his resolve to challenge injustice and
advocate for civil rights. Education was a cornerstone of Revels’ journey. He attended a Quaker
seminary in Indiana and later enrolled at Knox College in Illinois, where he studied theology.
Revels’ academic pursuits laid the foundation for his future roles as a minister, educator, and
political leader.

Revels became ordained as a minister in the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church and
served congregations across several states, including Indiana, Ohio, and Maryland. His sermons
preached spiritual enlightenment and addressed the social and political challenges facing African
Americans in the United States. Additionally, Revels demonstrated a commitment to education
by serving as a principal at schools for African American students. Through his work in
education, Revels sought to empower individuals and foster a new generation of leaders.

Revels’ dedication to equality extended beyond the pulpit and the classroom; he entered the
realm of politics during the tumultuous period of Reconstruction following the Civil War. In
1868, Revels became a delegate to the Mississippi State Republican Convention, where he
played a pivotal role in advocating for the rights of freedmen and ensuring their participation in
the political process.

The pinnacle of Revels’ political career came in 1870 when he achieved a historic milestone by
becoming the first African American to serve in the United States Senate. Revels was appointed
to fill the vacant seat previously held by Confederate President Jefferson Davis. Revels’ tenure in
the Senate was brief but impactful. He represented the state of Mississippi with distinction,
advocating for civil rights, desegregation, and equal treatment under the law. Furthermore,
Revels championed legislation aimed at promoting racial equality and economic opportunity and
supported efforts to protect the voting rights of African Americans.

After completing his term in the Senate, Revels remained active in the AME Church, using his
platform to address issues of racial discrimination and economic inequality. Revels’ legacy



endured long after his departure from the political arena, inspiring future generations of African
American leaders to pursue their aspirations and fight for a more equitable society.
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