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S4, as it is known on campus, is one of several initiatives through which Brown University is building 
new strengths as a research university. Brown has a core group of outstanding faculty who are taking 
seriously the impacts of spatial relations and contextual effects on social science issues. Through new 
faculty recruitments, investments in the research and teaching infrastructure, and outreach to 
researchers in such areas as community health and environmental change, the mission of S4 is to 
stimulate and support new work in this emerging interdisciplinary arena. 

Environmental change presents some of the most compelling scientific and public policy issues facing 
humanity today, and sits squarely between the natural and social sciences. It encompasses emerging 
environmental problems such as climate change, habitat destruction, biodiversity loss, and declining 
productivity and stability of human-dominated ecosystems, as well as the impact of environmental 
degradation on human health and social systems, the resulting competition for natural resources, 
and global security consequences. 

Understanding the drivers and impacts of emerging environmental problems at local, regional, and 
global scales requires the interdisciplinary synthesis of approaches and tools from a variety of fields. 
Ecology, earth systems, demography, economics, and public health come together under the thematic 
umbrella of environmental sciences and environmental studies. 

The goal of the Environmental Change Initiative at Brown University is to tackle significant prob-
lems in Environmental Change through an interdisciplinary approach that will build on relation-
ships among already-strong academic units. The Environmental Change Initiative will also utilize 
the partnership recently established between Brown University and the Marine Biological 
Laboratory in Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 




