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In the last hundred years, the authority of the representational map has been challenged from 
multiple directions. On the level of everyday spatial management, the god’s-eye view of the map 
has been supplemented and displaced by new kinds of coordinate systems that stitch together the 
urban and the territorial. On the level of spatial imagination, the one-size-fits-all topographic map 
has been upstaged by new forms of argumentative and activist cartography. This talk addresses 
both of these turns — the first historically, during World War I and the decades afterward; the 
second through my own urban mapping work.
	 Bill Rankin is an Assistant Professor of History of Science at Yale. His research focuses on the 
relationship between science and space, from the territorial scale of states and globalization down to the 
scale of individual buildings. He is particularly interested in mapping, the environmental sciences and 
technology, architecture and urbanism, and methodological problems of digital scholarship, spatial history, 
and geographic analysis (including GIS). His forthcoming book, After the Map: Cartography, Navigation, 
and the Transformation of Territory in the Twentieth Century, is a history of the mapping sciences in the 
twentieth century. His work in cartography can be found at http://www.radicalcartography.net
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