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Abstract: Since the beginning of the twenty-first century, 
China has dramatically expanded its urbanization processes 
in an effort to reduce the inequalities between urban and rural 
areas. New development programs, including “urban-rural 
coordination”, “new-type urbanization”, and, most recently, 
“rural revitalization”, are restructuring China’s urban–rural 
relations and imposing novel forms of state-led urbanization 
ontoonto the countryside. Rural simulacra, such as high-rise new 
towns, ecological protection zones, historical tourism sites, 
and industrialized farms, increasingly reflect planners' and 
policy-makers' urban imaginations of what the rural should be 
and have more to do with serving urban consumers than 
ensuring rural welfare. The result is a fundamental rewriting 
of the nation’s social contract, as villages that once organized 
rural life and guaranteed rural liveli-
hoods are replaced by an increasingly 
urbanized landscape dominated by 
state institutions. Drawing on more 
than a decade of research in China’s 
villages, Smith explores the con-
tested implementation of this radical 
new approach to urbanization and its 
implications for China’s villagers.
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