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Amanda Knox: Good afternoon, or good morning depending on where you are. My name is 

Amanda Knox. I am the Assistant Archivist at the Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research 

on Women at Brown University. I am here today on July 21, 2021, collecting another oral 

history interview with one of our alums who is open to sharing her story with us today. 

Welcome. 

 

Charise Castro Smith: Thank you so much. Thanks, Amanda. And I’m so happy to be here. My 

name is Charise Castro Smith. I was class of ’05. I, I am currently a playwright, producer, 

screenwriter, and director. 

 

AK: Amazing. Well, thank you so much for taking the time to be with me today. I know it’s 

weird in the middle of a pandemic to say we’ve been so busy, but everyone still has really truly 

been so busy. So, I thank you for getting us into your schedule.  

 

CCS: Oh, my pleasure. 

 

AK: I’d like to first kind of start by [1:00] asking, I would like to thank one of our other 

interviewees, Maria Manuela Goyanes –  

 

CCS: Oh, yeah!  

 

AK: For giving your name to me and insisting that I have to reach out to you and capture your 

story. So, when I did that you really enthusiastically responded that you were interested. So, I 

just like to ask, why were you interested in sharing your story and talking with me today? 
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CCS: Well, first of all, I love Maria. And speaking of Brown, Maria and I met at Brown and the 

summer after my sophomore year, we did a play together, she directed a play that I was in that 

was called The First F. It was written by Dina DiNovelli, I believe. And it was a site-specific 

performance piece. It was like, that Maria directed downtown that like, out of this mall, like this 

really old mall downtown. And it was so cool. It was like, one of the coolest things I’ve been a 

part of. [2:00] So, I love Maria and obviously wanted to kind of like, was happy to do anything 

she suggests. And also, it just seems like a really cool project. So, I’m happy to be a part of it. 

 

AK: Wonderful. So, let’s start, if you don’t mind starting your story pre-Brown.  

 

CCS: Sure. 

 

AK: Could you share maybe some information about your childhood, where you grew up, kind 

of your education, things that you were interested in and what you were doing?  

 

CCS: Sure. So I was born in Miami, Florida. That’s where I grew up. And I from a really very 

young age was just like, super drawn to all things theater, the arts, like I was in ballet classes 

when I was a little kid and then – excuse me, I have a little bit of a cold right now – was in ballet, 

ballet classes when I was a little kid and then went to high school at this public performing arts 

high school in Miami, that was amazing, called New World School of the Arts. [3:00] And I 

studied, I was, it was a really rigorously academic, but also, there was an amazing theater 

program. And so, I went through the musical theater program there and was pretty sure that I 

wanted to go to a BFA program for college, but had this really amazing English and creative 

writing teacher while I was there, named Miss Leoni, who encouraged me to just get a broader 

liberal arts education. And I had never heard of Brown and like no one I knew had gone there, 

but it was her recommendation along with this, I think there was like a recruitment event at the 

Museum of Science there that I went to, and I kind of, I applied, not really knowing very much 

about the school actually. And I was pretty surprised when I got in because I’m sort of, I’m first 

generation [4:00] Cuban American, you know, like, it was a, it was a big deal that my mom had 

gone to college at all. And so, it was really a little out of left field for my family, for me to go 
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there. So, yeah, but I’m so glad that I did. It was, it was an incredible education and really kind 

of set me on the path that I’m on in my life, I think. 

 

AK: Do you mind sharing a little bit more about your parents and where they came from and a 

little bit of context around their story? 

 

CCS: Sure. So my mom was born in Havana and she came to, to the States when she was six 

years old – it was a few years after the Cuban Revolution – with my grandparents and my uncle. 

They lived in Miami for a while and then moved to New York. And I think they lived there for 

about five years and then moved back to Miami. And [5:00] my grandfather was an engineer in 

Cuba and then kind of had to start himself over again totally when he came here and built 

himself back up and started like a heavy machinery manufacturing company in Miami and really 

was kind of like an immigrant success story in that way.  

And my dad, my dad is from Dubuque, Iowa, and met my mom working for the city of 

Miami. They both worked in Parks and Recreation for a long time. And then my dad continued 

and worked in, became the Director of Parks Recreation for Miami Beach. And, yeah, that’s a 

little bit of context about them. 

 

AK: Thank you for sharing that. So was there, did you always know that you were going to go to 

college? Was there a push for you to be going to college? Or was that something that you didn’t 

really think about, [6:00] you know, until you were in high school, 

 

CCS: I think, I think I had grown up with the encouragement from my family and really 

assumption that I was going to go to college. Like it was, it was, you know, like, it was, I think it 

was expected of me, but it was a really big deal for me to leave to go so far away from home. I 

think that was like not a part of my family’s expectation, you know. Like, I think they would 

assume that I would go to the University of Florida, which is a great school or Florida State, but 

like, but it was it was a really big deal for me to leave and go somewhere that was on a plane 

because that was like definitely not a part of the story of what was supposed to happen or like, 

anything that anybody in my family had done before me. So that was a, that was a really big 

deal. 
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AK: Had you visited the campus before you committed to going there and before your first time 

kind of landing [7:00] there as a student? 

 

CCS: I came, after I got accepted. I came and visited for a weekend. And there was like a sort of 

an accepted student’s weekend. And so went and stayed with a current student and saw the 

campus a little bit. But I think the thing that really kind of sealed me on going there and made the 

decision, helped me make the decision, was that it felt like the theatre community there was so 

strong, and I would be able to study theater but also get like a really well-rounded education, 

which is actually exactly what ended up happening. It was great. 

 

AK: So then, tell me about that first time you step on campus as a student. Did your parents go 

with you to help you move in? Like, what are kind of your first memories of being [8:00] a 

student at Brown?  

 

CCS: Oh, my God. So, yes, my whole family came to help me move in, my parents and my 

brother, and my parents were just terrified. I was, too. I mean, like, like, I had left Miami to go 

visit my grandmother in Iowa a couple times, but other than that, I’d never lived in a place where 

I needed a coat. So like, I remember buying a coat was a really big deal. We like went to Macy’s 

in Miami, and they had like two coat options. So, I like bought one of the two coats. And it was 

like, it was this like, thermal parka, like, I felt like I was like Kenny in South Park. It was so, I 

had no idea how to, like adapt to living in cold, like, it took me years to just figure out layering 

and stuff like that. It was a real, it was a real hairy transition there.  

And I think culturally it was, it was a, it was [9:00] a huge shift for me as well because 

like, I remember, you know, like growing up in Miami, like, I never considered myself to be like, 

a minority. And then suddenly at Brown, it was very different to like, I, you know, I, like I had 

gone to public school my whole life, like, I had gone to good public schools, but public school, 

and, you know, like, everyone around me was like, had gone to these – a lot of people, not 

everyone. A lot of people had gone to these like private boarding schools in the northeast that I 

didn’t even know existed and like, had a lot of skills that I had to really quickly sort of learn on 

the fly. I think my first two years were kind of challenging that way because like, I had never 

written a paper that was longer than like, five pages. It was, like there was a lot of skills that I 



5 

 

just had to really quickly kind of teach myself and learn because it was [10:00] not a part of the 

education that I had had up until that point. So yeah, there was like a real sort of a bit of culture 

shock, I guess I would say when I got there probably for the first couple of years, like sort of 

adjusting to this sort of really different Northeastern, I mean, elite University culture. I had no 

concept of what that was before I went there. So that was a big, a big transition. 

 

AK: Do you have any real high points or real low points that stick out to you it’s kind of like 

Polaroid snapshot memories of your time at Brown?  

 

CCS: This is going to sound so dumb. I remember, so one of [11:00] my best friends, so I ended 

up becoming like, like lifelong friends with a lot of people that I met freshman year in my, in my 

unit. Like I, I actually just went in to Seattle last week to visit three of my friends who I met 

freshman year at Brown. Like we have stayed best friends, they were bridesmaids in my 

wedding. Anyway, these are people that I love and have had like a 20-year friendship with 

almost at this point. But I do remember going to one of my friend’s grandmother’s house like in 

sort of Connecticut, early on and she had a pool in her house. And I was like, I don’t even know 

people have pools in their houses. Like, I didn’t know that was a thing. It was, I don’t know, it’s 

just like a funny moment for me of just like, like, I guess the like, that was like a funny example. 

But it was really, [12:00] I think one of the harder parts sort of for me, like culturally was just 

realizing that a lot of people who, a lot of people that I was meeting, a lot of people that were 

there just had all these like cultural touchstones that I didn’t really have. And sort of could kind 

of communicate about them really like so like, I had never listened to NPR. Like, I had nev, like, 

there was a ton of movies that I hadn’t seen, you know. Like, it was just a very different sort of, I 

never read The New Yorker, like, it was –  

Oh, and also, so September 11, happened, like my first or second week of school. I don’t 

know why I just thought of that. But it’s true. It did. So, like, in addition to kind of entering this 

totally new culture, this whole new world, this whole new kind of, like ecosystem, it was, yeah, 

like, the Twin Towers fell, like my, I think it was my [13:00] second week of freshman year. 

And so, it was really crazy being so far away from my family, you know, like, while, during that 

because, I don’t know, it was it was like, it was adulthood in total fast forward. You know, like, I 

had gone from being really sheltered and living in my parents’ house to like, then all of a sudden 
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dealing with this incredibly serious global historic event away from home. So that was, that was 

pretty crazy, too. 

 

AK: Can you tell me more about – I’m so glad you brought that up. Do you remember where you 

were when you first heard the news? Did you watch it on TV? Like, what, how did the 

community react? What was your surrounding environment like? 

 

CCS: Yeah, it was between, I was, I had taken this like, very early morning, it was like, I think it 

was like a Harlem Renaissance literature class, and I was leaving that, [14:00] walking on the 

street to this Poli Sci class that I had next. And I just have this vivid, vivid memory of this 

woman walking down the middle of the street, like on the street, saying like, “The Twin Towers 

are falling, they’re, like a plane is hit them!” And like my first thought was like, oh my gosh, this 

place is so weird and political, and people have all these conspiracy theories. Like it just like 

didn’t compute to me. I thought she must be crazy. And then I like went into class. And they like 

had it on a projector. Like we were just watching it. And it was, it was terrifying because we 

didn’t know what was happening. Like, there’s a long period of time where we didn’t know if it 

was an accident, and then that, the second tower was it and then we realized it wasn’t an 

accident. And then it was like, it was, and the Pentagon and then the other two [15:00] – I think it 

was like a site in Pennsylvania as well. And one of my friends, still like one of those people in 

this friend group, who lived like next door to me in Keeney, her mom worked at the Pentagon 

and she couldn’t get in touch with her. And all the cell phone lines were jammed. And it was just 

a terrifying day. I mean, no one really knew anything. It was just, because it was really sort of 

before the internet was what it was and so it was all just kind of watching the news or listening to 

the radio and calling people. But I remember like, you know, a lot of the phones lines were really 

jammed that day. It was, it was just terrifying. And it took a long time to kind of make sense of 

that. I think we’re still kind of trying to make sense of it in certain ways. But yeah. 

 

AK: Was your friend’s mom, okay? [16:00] 
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CCS: She was, thank God, she was. And she was, she didn’t get in touch with her like for that 

whole day, like, because of cell phone reception, and like, just everything being busy. I mean, so 

there was like, a whole day when she didn’t hear from her mom, it was really scary. 

 

AK: What was happening on campus in the days and weeks following that moment? 

 

CCS: I mean, I know that there were sort of campus talks and activities, but I also just remember 

thinking, I remember, like later that afternoon, seeing people playing frisbee and just being like, 

what the hell? Like, you know, like, it was such a, like, it was like, I had just turned 18, [17:00] 

like, it was such an odd time in my life, like, on top of all of that, like, so I think in some ways, 

everyone was like, very eager to move on quickly. And I think we would just feel the 

repercussions for years to come. But I remember there being kind of like a couple of weird 

weeks, and then sort of kind of getting back to like this sort of, I guess, normal-ish freshman 

year. That, oh, I don’t know if this is getting too dark, but that, I remember that Thanksgiving I 

made the choice to stay with my, stay up there. I decided not to go home because my best friend 

from high school had gone to Sarah Lawrence and so I was, I decided I was going to go spend it 

with her. And I think [18:00] going to New York that year for Thanksgiving was really when it 

like hit home because New York at that point, still, like Thanksgiving of that year was still 

covered with missing person flyers, and, you know, we went to the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 

Parade, and they had all the like, first responders. And I think it wasn’t until then when I 

actually, it actually sort of really clicked into me, like what had happened, and just the gravity 

and the, I don’t know, the like, sort of before and after-ness of it.  

I think it would like have repercussions in terms of the fact that like, you know, while I 

was there, Bush was president and then he got reelected and you know, like, me and my friends 

like put so much effort in in like 2004 to like have him not get reelected. And so I think the like 

the repercussions of that event would [19:00] like continue to ripple out through many years, but 

I just, my memory of it was just being so weird and wanting to kind of move past it so I could 

kind of have a, like our college experience to feel more normal. Anyways, it’s a weird time. 

 

AK: Was any of that, or, you know, can you tell me more about that political work you were 

doing? Were you doing that on campus, off campus? Like what kind of work were you doing?  
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CCS: I was doing canvassing sort of around Providence and stuff like that. Some of my friends 

were, went up to New Hampshire. Why do I remember it being winter? How could it have been? 

That’s weird. Anyway, this was like all 20 years ago. It’s weird. [20:00] It’s quite hard to 

remember some things. Anyway, I just remember it being, like maybe it was just like a blizzard 

that year like around the election? But anyway, some of my friends had gone to New Hampshire 

to canvass. I was, I had stayed on campus to, to for classes and stuff like that, but really involved 

with like the campus democrats and stuff at that point. So, yeah.  

 

AK: Tell me about the theater program and like the theater activities. I assume, did you jump 

into that right when you got to campus or did you kind of find –  

 

CCS: I did jump right into it. I was all about it. I, let’s see, I did a play at Production Workshop 

my first year. And also, I think I did a production of cabaret, like, my first when I was a 

freshman, which was really fun, [21:00] awesome production. Lots of PW, lots of like, Musical 

Forum. I eventually, like was on the board of PW, which was like, I think like sort of one of the 

greatest theatre educations that I possibly could have gotten, because it was all just learning by 

doing and it was all just learning by putting on shows and hanging lights and acting and directing 

and producing. And, man, I did so many plays while I was there, it was, it was so much fun. And 

I just love the theater community, all the people that were there. And like, it’s really interesting, 

a lot of the people that were in theater there, I still, I am still in touch with them. I’m having 

lunch on Friday with one of my friends, Jud Resnick, who, like I did a bunch of plays with there. 

And a lot of people have gone on to, like, have really exciting, interesting careers in the arts that 

I knew. So it was, it was an amazing launchpad. Like I, while I was there, I [22:00] ended up 

double majoring in theater, and also in public policy, which was like, interesting to me, because I 

had taken some poli sci classes my first year and just got really interested, like very sort of 

fascinated by like this idea of like, how, how do we govern ourselves? How do you make rules? 

How do you think about like, sort of making choices for like, the greater good or large amounts 

of people and, like, at the, when I was in school, I think I had, I was kind of lying to myself and 

telling my parents that I was maybe going to be a lawyer. I was kind of like, well, maybe I’ll do 

this, and then it’ll be like, good for law school or something. But it’s funny, I, it seemed a little 

random at the time, but then, [23:00] later in my life, as I became more involved in being a 
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producer, like in television, a lot of those skills actually came into play. A lot of those kind of 

like, skills about like, sort of thinking through how to kind of solve problems, manage people at 

all, it was all it all ended up being really useful, actually, that sort of way of thinking and all that 

sort of foundational work that I did. 

 

AK: So how were you envisioning your future? You’re kind of toying with the idea of law 

school, maybe. But you’re deep into this theater program.  

 

CCS: Yeah. 

 

AK: As you’re kind of nearing graduation, how were you kind of imagining what you’re going 

to do next? 

 

CCS: I will say that when I graduated, I didn’t have a super clear picture of what I was going to 

do [24:00] other than move to New York City, which I did with some of my friends. And I think 

the idea I had at the time was that I was going to audition for a lot of plays, which I did, but I 

mean, moving to New York City and being an actor is, takes a lot of grit. My first year out was a 

little bumpy. I think a lot of people’s first year out of college is a little bumpy, maybe unless you 

know exactly what you’re doing and you’re just going into a field. But one of the things that I 

had done at Brown while I was there was I worked, oh, gosh, I’m blanking on the name of the 

like sort of community service center. Anyway, there was this after school theater program that 

was started out of there. It was called No Small Parts and it was started by this [25:00] lady 

named Liz [Parrot?] who worked there. And we, it was like a couple afternoons a week into 

different elementary schools in Providence and I worked there, I think, I think I had like a job 

there kind of my whole time at Brown, I think. So, I had like done a lot of teaching and theater 

teaching while I was in school. And so then when I graduated and moved to New York, I became 

a teaching artists sort of as my like, day job, and I was auditioning and like doing some plays 

with my friends and taking some acting classes. And then after about two years of that, I went to 

grad school. And I went to the Yale School of Drama as an actor. And so that was kind of I 

think, that was like, really what solidified my career and kind of pushed me forward and to 

where I am now. 
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AK: So do you want to share a little bit about that? Because now you’re, were you [26:00] 

commuting in from New York City, or did you transition your life to – is it, it’s still in 

Connecticut, right? 

 

CCS: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah. Yale was great. Like, I loved it. And I went there as an actor, and it’s 

a three year, really intensive acting program. But it was funny, like, actually, while I was at 

Brown, I had taken this solo performance class and written my first play and really loved doing 

it. And that kind of encouraged me, I think, to write another play. So right before I started Yale, I 

had written this other play. And when I went there, there was this student run theater called The 

Yale Cabaret and put this play on. And Paul Vogel, who is the head of playwriting, I actually 

didn’t meet Paula at Brown. I only met her at Yale. I know she was at Brown for so long. But, 

met her while I was at Yale. And she really encouraged me to keep writing and became a mentor 

[27:00] for me and was, kind of took me under her wing. And she was the person who helped me 

get my first production of a play as a playwright and kind of, she really set me on that path. So, 

after I graduated from Yale, I was acting a little bit, I was, did a couple of like TV rolls and a 

couple of plays. And, but was also starting to write plays and get some productions of plays 

produced, and doing some playwriting groups in New York City. I was in this playwriting group 

at New Dramatist and also at Ars Nova, and sort of through those got, like writing agents and 

like, through writing agents, got my first TV job, and then have been working in TV writing and 

producing and now screenwriting and directing since 2015. I guess it’s like, seven years. [28:00] 

Yeah, right? Six? I wasn’t a math major. 

 

AK: Nor was I. So, share with me, then, if you would like, some high points and or low points of 

your career, as you’re starting to kind of take off in that direction. What is that feeling like that 

you’re sort of realizing these dreams and making these things happen? 

 

CCS: Oh, I mean, it’s been really a privilege of a lifetime, in a lot of ways. Because I think 

something that’s always been like, fundamentally, foundationally important to me is to really 

expand and push the boundaries of the kind of stories that we tell and the kind of stories that we 

see and the kind of representation that’s in media and imagination, [29:00] because I think we 

kind of, you know, what we imagine that we can do is based on what we see either in real life or 
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in the movies or on TV. And so, I take it really seriously this job of kind of making sure even if 

I’m writing characters that are doing bad things, just kind of trying to always push the 

boundaries of how people can imagine themselves and see themselves. And I would say that this 

last job that I have been working, I think I, I can say that I have been, since December 2018, or 

it’s since October 2018, I have been writing and co-directing the 2021 Disney animated feature, 

which is called Encanto. It’s coming out later this year, like November 24. And what really, 

really [30:00] drew me to that project was, what we knew about it at that point was that it was 

going to be about a girl who was in a family and felt like she didn’t really fit in, felt different, felt 

less than. And it just, like, I felt so important to me to tell this story of like a Latinx character 

who was imperfect and flawed and struggling, but full of love. And so yeah, that is what I’ve 

spent the last like almost three years of my life on and it’s been kind of an amazing and crazy 

process. And I’m really proud of it. It’s, it’s going to come out soon. 

 

AK: You don’t have to share specifically about this project, but now at this point in your career, 

are organizations [31:00] reaching out to you and asking for your participation? Or are you 

seeking projects? How does that that kind of timeline work, if you can share any of it? 

 

CCS: Oh, yeah, no, it’s fine. So I mean, I have agents now and so they send me projects. There’s 

producers who want projects done and so they’ll send them to me, and if I’m interested, I say 

yes, but I am currently really interested in developing some work of my own. And so that’s, 

that’s what I’m working on right now, working on some like TV and also feature projects of my 

own. 

 

AK: And so, 2020 rolls around. January 1, everyone is like 2020 is the year. And it ends up 

being the year that we’re all at home.  

 

CCS: Yes. 

 

AK: Can you share, you don’t have [32:00] to share, but, can you share how your life personally 

or professionally changed, transitioned, in the beginning stages of 2020? 
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CCS: Yeah, it was, it was pretty interesting. So kind of leading up to the pandemic I had, I gave 

birth to a daughter on, in March of 2018. And had been, I kind of had, sort of had to go back to 

work like, little sooner than I would have wished. I started working on a TV show. And she was 

about 10 weeks old, and then had a play at Yale, and then got this job at Disney. And so, it was 

like a really, really busy professionally and personally, couple of years from like, 2018 to 2019. 

And [33:00] we ended up, we were living in New York during that time, but then ended up 

moving to Los Angeles for, for this Disney job in, it was October 2019, I think, yeah, so about a 

year later. And my husband and I always joke about this, we were standing in our backyard, and 

we’re like, gosh, there’s been so much traveling, so much craziness in this past year, this year, 

2020 is going to be the year where we just stay home and relax and don’t go anywhere. 

 

AK: So this is all your fault. 

 

CCS: It was totally our faults. So we didn’t know how true that was going to end up being, we 

had no concept. And then our daughter turned two on March 15 of 2020. So it was like two days 

into when Los Angeles shut down. And it was like just a scramble to figure everything out. 

Because this movie was still [34:00] in production. It was like full speed ahead. So I can 

definitely talk about the fact that like we just from one day to the next made the transition from 

moving and working in a building with like, 700 people, to just totally working from home 

directing this movie from home and working with the story team, the animators, and the voice 

actors all literally from home. We have made this entire movie from home. That I can say. While 

also having a two-year-old.  

So that was a that was very intense. I mean, in a lot of ways, I feel, I mean, there were so 

many ways in which we were lucky. You know, my job didn’t force me to have to go out of my 

house and so my family and I were able to stay healthy during that time and I got to keep my job 

during that time. I know a lot of people lost their jobs. [35:00] But it was also just really 

exhausting. I was working, I don’t know, 50-60 hour weeks from home with a two year old so 

that was a lot. Again, I know we were still so much, we’re still luckier than so, so many people. 

But it was not an easy time. No, I think there’s no easy time to be a working mom, but that was 

real, it was very demanding. 
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AK: I’m kind of bringing us like, right up to current times, but we’re in this point in the 

pandemic, where it looks like we’re kind of getting out of it, but a lot of places, particularly LA 

and California, are kind of going back on like mask mandates, and social distancing, and all of 

that. So how is this particular moment, if you’re comfortable sharing, [36:00] are you able to 

kind of look ahead for your family and yourself or how do you, how are you managing this kind 

of weird limbo moment? 

 

CCS: So I mean, my husband and I were thankfully vaccinated, like, a couple of months ago. 

And so with that in mind, we made the decision, my daughter’s almost three and a half now, to 

send her to school. So she started school a couple of weeks ago, and really likes it, you know, 

like, we sort of weighed the risk to her versus just, we just felt like she needed to be around other 

kids. And so she’s in school now. And it, we’re right now, today, we’re wearing masks inside in 

LA, but it’s still nice to be able to go more places and see friends. So I think, I think, [37:00] I 

mean, who knows what’s going to happen tomorrow, but like, for today, it feels like things have 

gotten a lot easier and a lot more hopeful, you know. We’ve seen some of our family, like, we 

hadn’t seen any of our parents during this whole time. And we saw his family, and we’re going 

to see my family soon. And so that part of it feels really good. It’s still, there’s still a ton of 

uncertainty, obviously. And who knows what this, what will be happening three months from 

now. But it does feel good to somewhat be able to plan for a sort of a more normal-ish, I don’t 

know. There was no normal after September 11 and I don’t think there’s going to be a normal 

after this. But maybe more familiar. Familiar times, I guess. 

 

AK: And I don’t know if you can speak to this, but I’d be interested to kind of get the inside. 

[38:00] There are all of these conversations in the media about how movies were coming out via 

streaming services during the pandemic, and now some are exclusively coming out in theaters, or 

exclusively on streaming services, or both. And it’s really kind of shaking up sort of the movie 

industry, it seems. 

 

CCS: It is. 
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AK: Generally speaking, like do you have any opinions on that or thoughts on how this might 

kind of change the way people use or engage movies going forward? Anything like that?  

 

CCS: Honestly, it feels hard to, hard to say right now because I, I think that like, obviously, like 

having the convenience of just being able to watch something at home is really nice. But I’m, I 

haven’t gone back to a movie theater yet, but I can’t wait to, man. I’m so excited to do that. Like, 

it’s just fun. [39:00] So I hope that, I hope that that, like I hope that once, maybe, hopefully dear 

God, we get really fully past all of this mess. Like, we will have movie theaters again. But it’s, 

yeah, it’s a really, it’s a groundswell moment in the entertainment industry. Like, I mean, I think 

the only thing that is for sure, is that streaming services are definitely here to stay. And so, you 

know, like, I mean, it’s interesting to me even having started working in television, like in 2015, 

to now, just like the absolute dominance of streaming services. Like, my first TV job was on a 

lifetime show, so it was cable. And I guess when I started like it was it was such a bigger piece 

of the industry, like these sort of cable broadcast network shows and, [40:00] and now, it’s so 

different. I mean, still exists, but Netflix is just, I think I heard that it has like 500 shows in 

production, which is like, when I was, I sold a pilot to ABC, like, maybe like in 2016, and at that 

time ABC had like 20 shows in production to like, give you a sense of scope like, so, yeah. Like 

the streamers are here to stay and like, how all of that kind of shakes out remains to be seen. You 

know, I kind of thought that like it would, at least with features, I thought that maybe this like, 

change to mostly streaming would mean fewer like large budget movies. But at least so far, that 

doesn’t quite seem to be the case. I mean, like Netflix is still making movies that are [41:00] 

really expensive. And so I don’t know, I have no idea what’s going to happen. I didn’t know 

there was going to be a pandemic. I’ve stopped trying to predict the future.  

 

AK: That’s for sure. I think that’s the case for all of us. If we can plan what we’re having for 

breakfast tomorrow, then we’re in a good spot.  

 

CCS: Yeah.  

 

AK: So as we kind of wrap up, our, if, something I like to ask my interviewees, if somebody 

listens to this interview tomorrow, what is one thing you would want that person to know? And if 
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they’re listening to this 50 years from now, what is something you’d like that person to know? 

And it doesn’t have to be about the pandemic, it can be about anything that, that you want these 

listeners to know. 

 

CCS: Whoo. Oh, man, that feels really, speaking to history. [42:00] I guess maybe if someone 

was listening this tomorrow, or hopefully in 50 years, this would still be true. It’s like there are 

almost no guarantees in life. And so, I guess the only times when I have been able to feel sure of 

something or kind of feel that I was on the right path is when I have like, actually kind of tried to 

follow my joy. You know, like it’s for whatever reason, like I was put on this earth with a 

propensity to love stories and to love theater and movies and just kind of following that one 

thread has been like a constant in my life. And I guess so if you can, if you can find whatever 

like weird thing [43:00] in your heart of hearts sparks joy in you, that’s, that’s like the, that’s 

probably the, the voice to listen to and follow. I think. Hopefully that will still be true in 50 

years. I don’t know.  

 

AK: So then, finally, is there anything else that you would like to share and get into the historical 

record today that maybe you were hoping to share in this interview and I didn’t ask you about? I 

would just like to leave kind of some open space for you to share any final thoughts. 

 

CCS: I guess, I don’t know. I just feel, I feel grateful for my time at Brown. Like I feel like I had 

a real privilege to be there. And [44:00] I feel really, really fortunate that I was able to go and 

learn so much from so many people. And yeah, I just feel grateful for my education. 

 

AK: Well, thank you so much for giving me this time today. This has been a wonderful time, 

sharing with you and listening to your story. It now goes into a collection of over 300 oral 

history interviews of other fellow alums, and staff and faculty members at Brown. So thank you 

so much.  

 

CCS: Thank you, Amanda. 

 

--END-- 


