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Amanda Knox (she/her): Good evening. My name is Amanda Knox. I’m the Assistant Archivist 

at the Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research on Women at Brown University. It is 7:13pm 

on October 26, 2021. I am zooming in from Attleboro, Massachusetts, and I am here with three 

amazing alums who have really interesting stories to share with us tonight. But before we get 

there, I’d like to start with each of you interviewing, or I’ll do the interviewing. If you could 

introduce yourselves, that would be fabulous. And I’ll just kind of go around on my screen and 

I’ll pick you, Amy to go first, if you don’t mind. 

 

Amy Cohen: Okay, so I’m Amy Cohen. I am zooming from Maplewood, New Jersey, and I 

graduated from Brown in 1992. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Jen, would you like to go next? 

 

Jennifer Todd: Sure. I’m Jennifer Todd. I’m zooming in from Wayland, Massachusetts, and I’m 

[1:00] class of 1995. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): And I’m Lisa Kaplowitz, formerly Lisa Stern, and I’m zooming in 

from East Brunswick, New Jersey. Also class of 1995. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Excellent. So, thank you all so much for joining me tonight. I’d like to 

start from the beginning sort of, pre-Brown. If you wouldn’t mind sharing, each of you, a little 

bit about where you grew up and just maybe kind of some background information about your 

education, your parents’ educations, maybe some things like that, and you can sort of shout out 

as you’d like. 
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Amy Cohen: I can start, I guess. So I grew up here in Maplewood, New Jersey, and I lived here 

from really when I was three years old until I went to Brown. I just moved back here about two 

months ago after being away for many, many years. My parents actually grew up also in 

Maplewood [2:00] and South Orange and they met at the high school that I went to. And they 

both went on to college. My dad went to Dartmouth college my mom to Skidmore. And I have, 

since Brown, been in many different places, but, most recently in Costa Rica, for the last 19 

years. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Okay. I’ll go next. I was born in Michigan but spent most of my, the bulk of my 

childhood in Amherst, Massachusetts. I am the daughter of two academics. I come from a very 

academic family. So, my parents were both professors, one at UMass, one at Mount Holyoke, as 

is the case with a lot of kids who grew up in that area. My brother is older and also an academic. 

He’s a professor at MIT. I, I did gymnastics and played tennis growing up. I went to public 

school in Amherst and, [3:00] yeah. Started Brown when I was just turned 17 so I skipped a 

grade when I was young and was very young, when I went to Brown. And Lisa was my 

roommate both in, at Brown and in Business School so it’s a fun tidbit to add to this discussion. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Right. I think Jen knows more about me than I actually know about 

myself at this point. So I grew, I was born in Chicago and grew up in Arizona. Brown wasn’t 

even on my radar when I was looking at colleges, but I went to this “Go East to College” night. 

Both my parents are educated, they both went to college, but neither one grad school. And we 

grew up, I went to a big public high school with a huge teen pregnancy problem and a huge drug 

problem and we were on government assistance for a little bit when I was growing up as well. 

[4:00] I didn’t realize any of the I guess, things that were going on in high school because I was 

so involved in gymnastics. So I started gymnastics when I was three. I competed very intensely. 

Trained 30 hours a week. Competed with most of the girls and the ’92 and ’96 games before I 

went to Brown. I went on a recruiting trip to Brown for gymnastics, fell in love and said, “This is 

where I have to be.” 

 

Amy Cohen: [inaudible] The Brown thing was a strange one too, because I did a lot of college 

trips and I did a bunch of recruiting trips and had big list of all the schools I wanted to go to and 
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Brown was not on it. But a friend of mine who is a year older than me, from high school, came 

home for Christmas vacation and he came over and told me how much he was loving school and 

said, “You have to apply, you need to go there.” And I said, “But I missed the deadline. I can’t 

go there.” He said, “No. [5:00] Contact the gymnastics coach. Contact the admissions office. 

Send in your application.” And I did. And I went on a recruiting trip to Brown and I was just 

blown away by the people I met; how diverse it was, how international it was. Like, I fell in love 

with the other students that I met and came home having, making that my absolute first choice, 

wanting to go there. Then, once I was admitted, Brown had something called “A Taste of 

Brown” that you could go to for a weekend. And if you’re from the east coast, you can jump on 

the train and ride the train with other potential students and spend the weekend at Brown. And I 

did that, and again, like, it just reinforced what I felt on my first trip. And so, I signed up and was 

completely on board. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): I’d like to say it was all that intellectual stimulation that’s what 

attracted me to Brown on my recruiting trip, but I think it was my first fraternity party and I just 

thought it was really fun. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): I appreciate that honesty. [6:00] Jen, what drew you to Brown? 

 

Jennifer Todd: Well, it’s funny. I was just going to say I feel like we all have a story like that of 

someone – the kids these days, and I say that, like, I know that ages me but, the kids these days 

are so much more deliberate and they are applying to you know so many more schools than we 

did and I was, I mean because I had parents who were academics, I kind of knew a lot of the 

schools that were kind of in the in the realm. I have an older brother who’s 18 months older and 

so he had done the college tours and the, you know, and gone through the application process 

right before I did. And he ended up at Yale, but Brown was one of the schools that he was 

looking at initially. But actually my two neighbors, brother and sister, we, I grew up on a cul-de-

sac and every, every house had two kids in it, and we all kind of went down, year by year, like 

there was a senior, junior, sophomore, and my two neighbors both went to Brown actually, the 

brother and sister. [7:00] So I was very close to the sister, and she, she would come home every 

holiday talking about it excitedly and never saying, like, “You, should go there,” but you know 
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definitely put it in my head that I should consider it, and so. I wanted a school that was close by, 

but not too close that my parents would just drop in on me any time. And Brown is about almost 

two hours from Amherst so the perfect distance to be able to go home and get home cooked meal 

and do some laundry and rest for a weekend, but not so close. Obviously, as the, again, as the 

daughter of academics, you can go free to the colleges that your parents teach at, and so, but that 

seemed a little bit too close for comfort so Brown was a good compromise. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): So, bring yourselves back to you’ve all been accepted, you’re heading 

to Brown for you know move in day [8:00] or the first day of classes. What are some of your 

very first memories of your time on campus as students? 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): So I can start. I, you know when we went to college, there was no 

Internet. There really weren’t cell phones unless you were watching the movie Wall Street with 

those big things that were there. You know, Amy, Amy started in the late ’80s and we started in 

the early ’90s, and so we called our roommates on the phone and talked and tried to piece 

together, “Hey you bring this, I bring that.” And my roommate happened to be from California, 

and so we got to campus, we were both extremely naïve. I started college at 17 as well. And we 

instantly hit it off and were so lucky. And I remember just the concept of living in the dorm and I 

joke, you know about the fraternity party, but, in all honesty, those, that freshman dorm where 

people are coming [9:00] from all different parts of the world and all different parts of the 

country, and they have all these different perspectives and views and you’re sitting there having 

these conversations really late at night, was one of my favorite parts about Brown with folks that 

were completely different from anybody I grew up with. And understanding and hearing what 

their perspectives are and just listening was one of my favorite experiences, before we start 

talking about the sports stuff. 

 

Jennifer Todd: I think, I mean, I know enough about Amy’s background too, that our growing up 

was very, was dominated by gymnastics. And so I think all three of us probably, not to speak for 

them, had a childhood where there probably wasn’t a lot of time for socializing. I like, distinctly 

remember the first time that I realized people went out on the weekend, and that was like very 

late in my high school career. So my first, actually, one of my first memories of Brown was 
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actually meeting Lisa [10:00] because we were in, I was in Pembroke Four, which is, which was 

a brand new dorm. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): New Pembroke Four! 

 

Jennifer Todd: New Pembroke Four. And Lisa was in New Pembroke Three, right? And so we 

met somewhere like between the two dorms I think outside with all of our roommates who we 

also didn’t really know. But yeah that was one of my most distinct memories, because now Lisa 

is a very important part of my life, so I think that, you know, some, some, well, I’m sure we’ll 

get to this, but some of the things that we take the most out of our college experiences, you know 

it’s the people that we met. 

 

Amy Cohen: Well, I can say, so I arrived a few years before Lisa and Jen and I don’t know if it 

was because my roommate was from the Philippines or because it was just a few years earlier 

that we didn’t even talk on the phone. We wrote each other letters and sent them in the mail to 

talk about introducing ourselves and everything. And my roommate wrote a fabulous letter to 

me, and she said, you know, [11:00] “I’m really open I, like everything, the only thing that 

bothers me are bad smells.” So I arrived on campus. I drove up with a friend of mine and my, my 

parents and my brother and his best friend were meeting me there to help me move in. They were 

coming from a vacation in Cape Cod and I had stayed with some friends in New Jersey. And my 

roommate, we got there she had come a week earlier because there was like a Third World 

Transition week that she came for so she wasn’t there, but she was fully moved in. So we all 

came in and I just remember, this is really silly, but my brother’s friend made the smelliest fart 

that you could ever imagine, before she walked in. And I was freaking out because the only thing 

she told me that bothered her was bad smells and it was beyond bad and I was just like mortified. 

I was dying that was going to be her very first impression like meeting me and everything. But 

anyway, we ended up getting over that, getting [12:00] past that. Luckily my brother’s friend 

didn’t live with us. And we, we had a great time together, she was a fabulous roommate.  

But it was, it was you know kind of having a roommate who had come from another 

country to me was also sort of so exciting coming to Brown. It was sort of exactly what I was 

hoping for, to live with someone who could, I don’t know, share a completely different culture 
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with me and introduced me to so much. And I did love my freshman unit. It was just as diverse 

as the people I’d met on my recruiting trip, and it was just amazing getting to meet the people 

who lived in my hallway and in my dorm. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Amy, are you still friends with your freshman roommate? 

 

Amy Cohen: Yeah we talk. She lives in California, so we talk every few years. I’ve been in 

Costa Rica, she’s been in California. We’ve texted a few times, but I don’t talk to her very often. 

Yeah. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): So, so –  

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Oh no, go ahead. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Can you tell me how the [13:00] three of you met? 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Yeah. So, I mean we met because of, because of gymnastics. You 

know we met, we met, Amy I met you on a recruiting trip and Jen and I met, you know, basically 

day one, and the two of us pretty much were attached to the hip ever since, thirty years later. And 

we used to joke that we’d move in next door. Our husbands and kids would all be best friends. 

So we happen to live a couple miles apart, more than that, now, but we still, we still joke of 

getting a second home at some point. 

 

Jennifer Todd: There’s still time to retire together. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Still time to retire. Exactly. So I met through, I mean, we met through 

gymnastics. You guys have much better memories than I do about the specifics. 

 

Jennifer Todd: I mean I think there was like a captain’s practice early on, or something like that, 

where – So we should just establish that Amy and Lisa were really incredible gymnasts and I 

was a pretty average gymnast. 
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Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Hardly. 

 

Jennifer Todd: And so I wasn’t, I [14:00] wasn’t necessarily, Brown wasn’t just because of 

gymnastics for me. And so I had met Mrs. Court, I think it was, I don’t even think it could even 

be considered a recruiting trip. I had met Mrs. court when I went to visit Brown and, and so, 

these two were sort of much more in the system, they were – anyway. So, we met in a, I think in 

a captain’s practice but I don’t think I’d met Amy before I got on campus. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): And Amy, I don’t know if we actually talked beforehand because of 

the case and, or not, it wasn’t even a case because the team was cut I don’t, I don’t remember if I 

talked with you. I mean, I would, like I said I was, I was 17 when this happened, so. 

 

Amy Cohen: I don’t remember, but I mean I know it was so different for me than for the two of 

you, because it was when, when Brown announced that they were eliminating the gymnastics 

team, it was the end of my junior year. I was on campus, I was at a party when other athletes 

came up to me and said, “Hey do you know [15:00] gymnastics is being cut?” And it was just, 

you know heading into my senior year. I’d just been picked to be one of the co-captains and I 

mean you guys had just made a decision to come to Brown, but you hadn’t even arrived at 

Brown yet, so. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): It was the day, it was either the day before, or the day after our 

confirmation cards had to come in. So I had turned down full rides at other schools. I had had 

one other school that, Penn who, you know, obviously it wasn’t scholarship based it was all 

based on need, that I still could have gone to. I remember calling the pen coach and being like, 

“Hey, do I still have a spot on the team?” And Brown, the whole reason I came was because, 

when we were applying our junior year you guys had won Ivy’s, and so I was like this is 

awesome it’s the best, besides my frat party comment, I actually did value academics. You 

know, I was like this is the best academics with the best athletic experience. Not going to be a 

pro gymnast, but I want to continue this at a decent level, and then it was like you know the rug 

was taken away from us. 
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Amanda Knox (she/her): So you had gotten that information before you even [16:00] arrived on 

campus? 

 

Jennifer Todd: Well, we had committed to going. We had our, our cards to say that we were 

going. I actually got an article from that neighbor that I was talking about earlier. She sent it to 

me in the mail. So I didn’t hear from anyone in the school, I heard from her. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Wow. So I know, again, from my from the limited research that I did 

that this timeline is a little bit different for some of you, so do you mind before we get into like 

the nitty gritty of everything, like, share with me that feeling. After, like Amy, you’ve been on 

the team and you’ve made these accomplishments and then Lisa and Jen, like you are so excited 

to come to the school for this being one of the big reasons. Like, what are you feeling and 

thinking in that moment when you learn, it was that the team, the team had been –  

 

Amy Cohen: The team has been cut. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Cut. So was it going to be like a, I forget the name for it, like an 

intramural? [17:00]  

 

Amy Cohen: So initially, they just said we’ve eliminated the team. And we were, I mean we 

were in disbelief, but we were you know, crushed. I mean gymnastics is a fairly unique college 

sport in that people don’t really do gymnastics after college. So your whole gymnastics career 

like kind of goes in two tracks. You can go towards like Olympic, you know, level gymnastics or 

collegiate level gymnastics. But either way, by the time you’re 22 you’re, you’re pretty much 

done. I mean that’s changing a little bit, but, but college was for me definitely the end of 

gymnastics. So I had a lot of goals that were one year out, like that I was almost completing and 

it was like, nope you’re not going to get a chance. Like, it’s done it’s over and, like the rug was 

just pulled out from under us. And we really didn’t understand it. It was a lot of confusion. We’d 

been pretty successful. We were a very inexpensive team for the university, so we didn’t really 

understand. What we heard is that they needed budget cuts and we just felt like [18:00] our, the 
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expense of our team was so minimal to the budget it just didn’t make sense. So we, we had a 

meeting with the athletic director and before the meeting we got –  

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Who is we? 

 

Amy Cohen: The gymnastics team, the current gymnastics team, so the team at that time. 

 

Jennifer Todd: We weren’t, we weren’t there. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): We weren’t we weren’t there. We were still in high school. 

 

Amy Cohen: So Lisa and Jen were not there yet. And we asked a lot of questions. We expressed, 

we had some ideas. Like he said, “Well, I had to cut 3% of the budget,” and we said, “Well, 

couldn’t you have cut 3% across the board and saved all,” they were cutting four teams. 

“Couldn’t you have done that? Or, or asked each team if they would find a way to save 3% of 

their budget and save, in order to save these teams.” And he got really frustrated with us and 

said, “It’s not up to you to figure out how to spend the budget. Like, this is a done deal, it is what 

it is, deal with it. And if you want, you can compete as a club team. You can raise money, and 

you can compete as a [19:00] club team.” That was sort of the option that was given to us and 

that’s what we, we did in the end. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Maybe it would be helpful if, I mean, the thing is it’s funny. I always learn things 

from Amy when we do these kinds of things. But maybe it would be helpful for Amy, I don’t 

know, to give like a quick timeline just generally of like the whole, not just that meeting, but 

kind of the whole. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Not to put you on the spot as our historian, but your memory is better 

than ours. 

 

Amy Cohen: Oh my God, that was a long time ago now, but you know, it was the spring of ’91 

when this all happened and we went you know, we had this meeting the day after we found out, 



10 
 

basically, I would say. And then it was clear, we tried to do a few things. We tried to meet with 

the President of the University at the time, but he said it was, he was not going to meet with us. It 

was really the decision of the Athletic Director and he was going to just stand behind his 

decision. We tried [20:00] to reach out to other people in the Brown community but, really, we 

were told, you know, the Athletic Director makes this decision.  

So we had a few different things we did from there. Our coach still had, I believe one 

more or two more years under contract so her salary was going to be paid for the next year. 

Which means we didn’t have that much money to raise to be able to continue to compete as a 

club team. “Club varsity” was what they were calling it. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Our whole budget was what, $75,000? 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Oh, no, that was for – 

 

Amy Cohen: We had to raise fifteen thousand dollars, and I believe that she made $15. Like, we 

didn’t have to pay her half. But it was, the budget was about $30,000. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Right, it was 60 something for the two women’s teams I believe. 

 

Amy Cohen: So, with volleyball, right. So –  

 

Jennifer Todd: See, I’m totally, I don’t even remember. 

 

Amy Cohen: So we set out to do a lot of fundraising and also some people approached us and 

told us [21:00] about Title IX which was not something, it was not anything I’d ever heard of. 

And they explained to us what Title IX was; they explained to us that probably if we looked into 

it, the University was in violation of Title IX; They explained to us that the way to go about 

challenging this decision was to write a complaint and turn it into the Office of Civil Rights. So 

actually the group of students, of gymnasts who were your older than me, they actually wrote the 

complaint and then passed it on to me and said, “Here kind of do with this what you want,” as 

they graduated.  
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So, we, in that spring we did a bunch of fundraisers. We held a clinic with the University 

of Rhode Island, who was really supportive of us and had a bunch of little, younger gymnasts 

come and we gave them a gymnastics clinic. We wrote to lots and lots and lots of corporations 

asking for some [22:00] donations, we wrote to other teams, we wrote to our parents and 

relatives. We did like backflips and handstands on the grass outside of classes with a hat 

basically and asked for donations from the students. We kind of searched, you know, any way 

we could to make money, but at the same time, looked into what we do with this complaint. 

We contacted a law firm, law firm that had done a lot of dealing with Title IX. And we 

asked them to read over the complaint and give us their opinion because I didn’t really know 

anything about what it should look like. And when we did that, the, the lawyer, one of the 

lawyers from this law firm contacted us and said, “You know, the complaint looks great and you 

could file a complaint with the Office of Civil Rights, but just know that they’re really 

understaffed and they have never found a school – they’d found schools in violation of Title IX, 

but they’ve never given them the consequence that they’re supposed to which is losing their 

federal funding. But if you were to bring a lawsuit against the University, [23:00] you’re asking 

for so little. Your team, you know, the amount of funding is so small the University wouldn’t 

want all that bad press. I’m sure they would just put your team and the volleyball team back and 

sort of be done with it because it just wouldn’t be worth it for them to fight a lawsuit.” So that’s 

how –  

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Can I just interrupt you briefly and ask, I know that gymnastics and 

volleyball kind of team, teamed up. And were those the only two sports that were cut or why did 

you team up with volleyball? 

 

Amy Cohen: Men’s golf and men’s water polo were also cut. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Okay. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Men’s water polo and men’s golf. 
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Amy Cohen: Yeah. So that was, you know, obviously we would have done anything we could to 

have helped all four sports. Our initial kind of strategy was can we find ways to just raise the 

money instead of cutting the sports? Like what if, as a whole Athletic Department, we try and 

raise 3% more? What can we do to save all the sports? But we were really told that wasn’t an 

option. So once that was made really clear, [24:00] we kind of thought, well, we’re going to raise 

our own money for our own team and, went our own, you know, kind of went that path. But 

definitely, our desire was not, who cares about the men? No. Like as athletes, we felt, we felt for 

them, you know we were equally, yeah.  

So anyway, we ended up deciding to go the route of filing a lawsuit and that’s where we, 

when the lawyer I believe didn’t come to – this kind of happens throughout the summer so by the 

time the lawyer met with us to really discuss signing of it, Jen and Lisa were now on campus. 

 

Jennifer Todd: I think we actually, is it right that we went through that first year as club varsity 

because we thought we would try it. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Exactly. 

 

Jennifer Todd: We, we basically tried to see what that looks like. And it didn’t really look 

anything like we thought it would. I think we ended up riding, well as you heard, we sewed our 

own leotards, warm up leotards. [25:00] And we did flips on the Green for money. And we, 

during a practice one day we got locked out of our locker room, like with all our stuff inside. 

They just said, “You can’t use this locker room anymore.” Then I think they tried to tell us we 

couldn’t use the varsity weight room. And this is always like, this is over like a course of events, 

you know. It’s not all happening at once. But we rode on buses with broken doors like in the 

winter. I mean it was really, it was like, Lisa and I knew enough to know that this didn’t feel like 

a varsity experience, but we hadn’t had that too, so I think for the older gymnasts it was 

probably, I mean, it was striking for us too, but it was probably more striking because they knew 

what a varsity experience was. 

 

Amy Cohen: There were a lot of issues that we didn’t really understand going into it. I mean the 

two of the big issues for me were, one, there’s, there are trainers, medical trainers [26:00] in the 
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actual varsity gym that will treat you if you’re injured or need, you know, if you need like ankle 

rapping or taping, things like that. Once we became a club sport, they said, “No, you can’t have 

access to them. Those are only for varsity athletes. So, if you’re hurt, you need to go across the 

campus really quite far to go to Health Services.” And that to me was not acceptable. And the 

other thing that was very upsetting to me was they said, “You can’t have your home meets on the 

weekends because those are for varsity sports. We can’t ask the maintenance crew, they’d have 

to work overtime, we’d have to pay them to move your equipment into the gym and move it out 

and we’re going to have the varsity sports compete there on the weekends, and you can have 

your home meets during the week.” Which a lot of schools don’t want to come during the week 

because students have to miss classes to get there and it wasn’t really conducive to.”  

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): But, correct me if I’m wrong and here’s where my memory gets fuzzy. 

So I remember having a conversation after we found out, this is back [27:00] in spring of ’91, 

with the coach, with Mrs. Court, and, and I remember my parents involved as well. And she said, 

you know, “We’re going to figure out how to make this work.” And I really loved Brown and 

took a leap of faith and went. And so when Jen and I showed up freshman year, we signed on to 

that case that fall. And the reason I know we signed on that fall is because I was still 17. I didn’t 

turn 18 until January and I had to have my mommy sign on because I wasn’t a legal adult, right. 

And so we signed on, and then we ended up getting, and so we started as club varsity, but I think 

we had competitions on the weekends. When did we end up getting that preliminary injunction? 

Did we get it that freshman year was it sophomore year? 

 

Amy Cohen: At the very end of freshman year because I was graduating. Got it right before I 

graduated. So, it was after the gymnastics season had ended.  

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Okay, yeah. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): So, [28:00] quick question and I hope you don’t mind me just –  

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Yeah. 
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Amanda Knox (she/her): Interrupting here. Lisa and Jen, how, you know to just show up at 17 

years old, on Brown University campus, like so much of your life is changing in that moment 

already. What is making you think, you know, “I also want to sign on to a class action lawsuit.” 

Like, at any point do you ever kind of question that or were you just so committed that you knew 

from the get go, this is the right thing to do? 

 

Jennifer Todd: I mean, I think my you know, your team is really your family, so you know very 

early on, you sort of find this group of people and you’re new to a campus and Lisa and I were 

particularly young, and pretty naïve, and we hadn’t really been out in the world, you know. And 

so you know, [29:00] I think, for me, like a lot of my sort of, I took a lot of cues from Amy and 

some of the older gymnasts on the team. And I mean, with regard to the lawsuit and sort of like 

well this seems like the right thing to do, yeah I mean it’s like there were a lot of questions you 

know? I mean, I think, we were, we keep saying these things like, “If I were 17 now,” but kids 

these days seem so much more, I don’t know, exposed to things early on. And yeah, I felt very 

naive and I didn’t, I was like this seems like a huge deal to file a lawsuit against the school where 

I just started, you know and like how is this going to shape the rest of you know my time here? 

And I don’t know. I mean I didn’t really think about what other students would think, but 

ultimately after we signed it, there was a lot of backlash from other athletes and, and students, 

and the school newspaper, and these events. So I mean, it was, [30:00] I don’t know, very, it was 

a huge impact on, you know, our experience. But you sort of, it just felt like the right thing to do. 

You know, I think we were having an experience that just felt lesser than what we were promised 

and also what seemed right. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): And, and looking back, I mean, now we know. We had no clue on the 

impact or the time commitment or what it really meant to sign on. What we had been guided and 

advised was no school in their right mind would actually see this thing through. It is so obvious 

that they weren’t in compliance. And I think we should step back to actually say what Title IX is. 

I don’t think we’ve explained that. 

Title IX is part of the Educational Amendment act of 1972. The 50th anniversary of Title 

IX [31:00] is coming up this next year in June of 2022. And what Title IX says is, if you get 

money from the government, from the Federal Government, any school, the school needs to 
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provide equal opportunities for men and women in all aspects of the curriculum. Back in the ’90s 

it was played out in sports. If you don’t provide equal access, you have to provide, you have to 

show a history of increasing the amount of opportunities for the underrepresented sex. Okay, you 

can still be in compliance if you aren’t doing that if you are showing that you are meeting all the 

interest and abilities of the underrepresented sex. Title IX obviously means a lot more than that. 

Title IX’s part of, you know, all the sexual harassment and assault is all covered under Title IX. 

There are Title IX offices at schools. So, it’s obviously evolved and developed significantly from 

then.  

In the ’90s, the focus was on athletics, and so Jen and I, I’m speaking for you, but for me 

in particular, [32:00] I had no idea what this thing was. I had no idea what kind of commitment it 

was going to be. I had no idea that, you know, we were going to be, each of us one of 11 

plaintiffs, all nine gymnast on the gymnastics team, and two of the volleyball players would be 

named in a lawsuit that’s named after our Captain, Amy Cohen – Cohen et. al. versus Brown 

University – and how it would end up shaping not only the rest of our athletic career, but the rest 

of our lives as well. No idea at 17 when we signed on and had our mommy sign on as well, what 

that possibly could have meant. We just thought, hey I just want to keep playing gymnastics. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Yeah there’s a good – 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): So then tell me what –  

 

 Jennifer Todd: Go ahead. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): What does it mean to be a named plaintiff? Like what did that mean for 

your time at Brown? And then, Amy, what did it mean to have the entire case named after you 

forever? 

 

Amy Cohen: Well, I think, you know, sometimes I feel a little awkward about it, [33:00] because 

you know we were, our focus was preserving the gymnastics team and preserving opportunities 

for women at Brown. But the case became so much bigger and came to represent so much more 

and with such, in a positive way. I mean I wish I could say we set out to kind of you know, push 
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universities and high schools around the country to increase their opportunities for women, but, 

but that wasn’t really the case. But it was this amazing unintended consequence because we 

thought Brown would cave and this would go away and kind of be a little thing. We didn’t think 

it would be a big thing. But brown came out, the very first time they had a press conference and 

said, “We are one of the leaders in the country in women’s sports and so if we’re not complying 

with the law no one is and everyone is at risk.” And that was true, it was true. They were leaders, 

but yet they still weren’t complying with the law, they still weren’t offering [34:00] equal 

opportunity and in many ways, still aren’t. And I think that sent a message that we never 

anticipated. Brown actually did women a huge favor because it made universities and high 

schools around the country look at their programs and take stock and make a lot of positive 

changes. I certainly never thought about that, during this lead up process, but it’s come to be 

something very important to me and it’s something I feel awkward about because it wasn’t really 

my, my goal. But also really proud to have been part of it, and it’s something I’m very passionate 

about and I feel is really important. And not just with sports but, you know, just offering equal 

access, equal opportunity to women in, in institutions is so important, and I feel really strongly 

about it. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Yeah I think you can’t re-emphasized enough, like no, nobody really was talking 

about Title IX on any campus, you know? We didn’t know what we were – This was all very 

new to us, [35:00] but there was really, it didn’t seem like anyone any, there was no Title IX 

office for sure you know, and there was nobody talking about it around the country. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): I mean, I think –  

 

Jennifer Todd: This didn’t end until I was 25 years old. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Right. For me, you know going through the case on campus it was, it 

was challenging, you know as most – The athletic community at Brown at that time was, was 

very close and the rest of the student body wasn’t necessarily so supportive of athletics in 

general. And so, our closest friends, male and female, tended to be athletes and there was this 

huge fear that we were eating pie and if the gymnastics team would be reinstated, well then 
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another women’s sport would be, would be cut. Or, oh my gosh, would a men’s sport be cut? 

And it was a tit for tat, and so it was an education process that we had to go through with our 

friends along the way as well. [36:00] And on top of that, I mean Jen, we were paralegaling 20 

hours a week downtown to help our lawyers out. So our lawyers were doing this all on 

contingency basis, they did not get paid a dime until after this thing ended up settling in, what, 

’97? And then it was years after that that they finally ended up getting paid. And, you know, we 

test, I testified on the stand, so I had to, I don’t think I missed class, I don’t even remember. But I 

had to go testify downtown on the stand. I remember, there was a caricature in the paper of me 

holding up – this actually was very helpful long-term – holding up a pair of men’s like, boxer 

brief gray shorts, and saying, “How come we don’t have sports bras?” And, “We can’t wear 

these. What about our, you know, important assets?” Every single campus across the country 

provides sports bras for women now. So that was that was a win, right. [37:00] But so, so that 

was important and then you know competing on an apparatus and two seconds getting off you 

have some reporter come in your face trying to ask you a question about the case when you’re 

trying to focus on doing your sport. So all of that at Brown was really, really difficult.  

At the same time for me it was a catalyst for what would become my ultimate life’s work. 

I found my voice. I came in the scrawny, awkward, insecure girl from this big public high school 

– public high school where all these students came from these really good either public high 

schools or boarding schools or prep schools and seemed really, really smart. And I had to work 

my butt off and was really insecure until about the junior, middle of my junior year when I 

realized that everybody has imposter syndrome and nobody’s really any smarter. So it was that, 

where the lawsuit ended up having me find my voice, but it also is what [38:00] kickstarted the 

advocacy that I would continue throughout the rest of my career in finance and ultimately in 

academia, where I am now. 

 

Jennifer Todd: That’s why we were also trying to be students. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): That was my next question, so what is happening, I mean. First of all, 

Jen, you had mentioned backlash. If anybody’s kind of comfortable talking about that, like what 

is, is there backlash like while you’re sitting in a classroom trying to learn math? 
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Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): I didn’t feel that. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Not like that. There were comments like on, on campus like around the athletic 

campus or just like almost like one on one or, you know, “Why did you, why are you guys doing 

this?” Or kinds of things, it wasn’t this like, but there were articles in the Brown Daily Herald, 

you know that were very anti- the lawsuit, pro administration and –  

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Or the fact that the Athletic Department administration was on the 

same floor is our gym, and we had to pass the Athletic Director [39:00] when we went to get a 

drink at the water fountain. That was awkward. 

 

Amy Cohen: But there was, I just felt that there was, we couldn’t find our support base. I mean 

we went to the Women’s Center and asked them to support us and they said, “Well there’s so 

many bigger women’s issue than sports.” They really weren’t about sports, they said there are a 

lot of more important women’s issues. And we went to our fellow athletes and they said what 

Lisa was expressing like, “Well what does this mean for us? Our team might be next,” you know. 

And we went to the general student body and they said, “Well, we, we think what if Brown has 

to spend much more money on sports and has to take away from academia or from other more 

important places in our institution?” And the paper was very much biased towards the 

administration and was not educating people in really what the law was or what we were trying 

to do. So there was a lot of ignorance, a lot [40:00] of miscommunication, a lot of 

misunderstanding. And I wouldn’t say there was harassment or anything, but there was no 

support. We felt very alone, I would say. And we felt like we were really right, I felt. I felt like, 

like we were really right in this issue, and so I just couldn’t figure out why we couldn’t find 

support anywhere. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): And one thing I think that that’s really important is we, all we wanted 

was to play our sport. We were not getting any kind of personal financial gain from this at all. 

And this lawsuit continued after, after, definitely after Amy graduated and followed us and after 

we graduated as well in our professional lives. And again it was really just to provide 
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opportunities for at first us, but then ultimately other women and we can talk about the benefits 

of sports for women all day long. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Yeah I mean you know the other thing is like we were eight, [41:00] eight women 

on a big campus you know. Like we didn’t know how to work the PR angles and stuff like that 

you know and so –  

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): No social media. 

 

Jennifer Todd: No social media. You know there’s just, it’s hard to find influence like we’re just, 

we were totally outnumbered, first of all, but you know it’s just it’s hard to know how to find 

influence in that environment. These days you can find it through social media, obviously, but 

we couldn’t do that. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): And so, then, how are you balancing this and being a student and trying 

to go out on weekends? You know I imagine that that is really impacting what your experience 

as a college student would be as compared to what it would be for somebody else who’s not 

filing a lawsuit against the university. 

 

Jennifer Todd: There was a lot of, like Lisa said, we were marching down to the – once it went 

into the courts, we were marching like down College Hill, [42:00] down into downtown 

Providence. I don’t know, was it daily? I don’t even remember. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): I don’t even remember.  

 

Jennifer Todd: A lot. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): But I also –  

 

Jennifer Todd: To support our lawyers and to support people who are testifying for us. I mean it 

was, it became much larger than us, right. It was, it was the gymnastics team and the volleyball 
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team, then it became a class action lawsuit and then we had a lot of people testifying on our 

behalf from other schools and from other teams. And there was a lot of discovery in that that we 

didn’t, you know, like we didn’t know that all his information was going to come out about other 

teams and how there was sort of disproportionate treatment of other teams as well, so.  

And then, once we got the preliminary injunction though we were, we were reinstated to 

varsity until the, until the case was over, and so I think there was sort of like a lesser weight after 

that point, you know, because then it was sort of in the courts, tied up in the courts. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): A little bit, but we were still going through the appellant process while 

we were in school, through the First Circuit Court and, [43:00] and whatnot, and we still were 

reading depositions and it’s, it’s so interesting though, because I still remember having a really 

fun time and Brown. And even with the, the lawsuit and the time commitment that we spent on it 

and the time commitment for athletics, and you know, being in a sorority, and which was very 

different than a sorority is today, by the way. You know it wasn’t, it wasn’t the crazy, it was it 

was a bunch of girls who just wanted to go out and have fun. And you know I still had work 

study jobs because I was paying for my education, I had internships. And you know, grades were 

fine. You know what I mean? Like the grades weren’t suffering. Somehow you just figure out 

how to get it all done. I think it’s a great, it was, in hindsight it was great prep for being a mom 

right, because we all, we all have to figure out how to do all this stuff [44:00] with a minimal 

amount of time. But it, I still remember back, that part not so fun, right. But the, I was still, I still 

felt I was able to take advantage of the Brown social experience. 

 

Amy Cohen: Right. I think, for me, you know even more so, you know I had three years at 

Brown before this happened, and it was only really just starting my senior year. We signed on 

and the case was filed, but I don’t know that there was that much press about it until it was 

actually being heard in the courts, and that was really the end of my senior year. So I would say 

my, my time at Brown and my experience with the case are fairly separate. When I left Brown I 

did work for a year in a law firm in Boston. And I had this crazy experience of kind of, I was 

summarizing depositions for attorneys and I was going and giving my own depositions. And I 

was going to the court [45:00] to deliver, you know findings in court cases and I was also 

picking up what was happening in my own court case which was being heard in Boston. And the 
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lawyers at my law firm, several of them had gone to Brown and everyone was all abuzz about 

what was going on any day, where there was any decision or action. But to me they’re, they’re 

somewhat separate. You guys came, you know it started before you even got there, so it was 

much more of a mixture for you in terms of your Brown experience and the case experience. 

 

Jennifer Todd: I think that’s true, but I still, I mean, I think the number one thing when someone 

hears that story about Brown it’s like oh did that really cloud your college experience? And I still 

have really fond memories of Brown. And obviously, all the people that I met there you know 

those are my lifetime friends. And the classes I took, the professors I had. I mean it’s, it’s almost 

like they’re two separate, I was living two separate lives on campus. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): And just to take a little bit of a split for [46:00] a minute, I think it was 

like ’91 was when the rape list situation was happening on campus, and so there were definitely 

like, women were speaking out about experiences on campus. Do you have recollections of that 

particular incident or? 

 

Amy Cohen: That was before Jen and Lisa got there. It may still have been going on the next 

year, right?  

 

Jennifer Todd: I remember hearing about it, but I think I –  

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Yea, but I didn’t see anything. 

 

Amy Cohen: But that was part of the issue like when we went to the Women’s Center to look for 

support. They were like, but don’t you get it? Like this is, I mean there is, there are so many 

bigger, more important issues. And I did get that yes, I mean the gravity of my impact of not 

being able to do gymnastics versus being raped, no compare, I mean no comparison in terms of 

an issue. But yet I felt very disappointed that the Women’s Center wouldn’t support every 

women’s issue. [47:00] But yes, it was kind of heightened by that going on, really, at the very 

same moment when this was beginning, and that was a horrific, horrific, I don’t know, time just 

to recognize that so many horrible things were happening right there, right where I was. And 
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thank goodness, I had not had that experience, but to know that classmates had was very 

upsetting. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): So for all of you, it sounds like this case continued to happen after you 

graduated.  

 

Jennifer Todd: Yeah, so we got the preliminary injunction that reinstated us to varsity until the 

case was decided. Then the case was decided, so the case was decided while Lisa and I were still 

there, but it was then sent to appeal which was another several years after we graduated the 

appeal was handed down. So we won the appeal. [48:00] And then I believe their lawyers 

applied to have [inaudible] to the Supreme Court, and it was pushed back down to the First 

Circuit, I think it was so. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Yeah, in Boston. 

 

Jennifer Todd: The appeal was, the ruling from the appeals stood. That was all post us being on 

campus. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Can you share a little bit about, I don’t know which came first, 

graduation or going to court to like share your stories, or whichever order you prefer. What was 

it like to be graduating and like trying to look ahead, but knowing that this part of your Brown 

life was going to be attached to you for quite a while? And then, what was your, what were your 

experiences kind of sharing your stories in court? 

 

Amy Cohen: You know, when I left Brown, when I graduated, I knew the case was still going to 

be heard, but I did not realize that Brown would appeal the decision. First appeal the preliminary 

injunction, [49:00] and then appeal the decision, and then appeal the appeal. Like so it never 

occurred to me at my graduation that this was going to go on for seven more years. You know I 

thought it would be a year or two until the actual case was heard, but I did not realize that it 

would sort of follow this path. It was very strange to me because my name is attached to it. 

Every time there was a decision, you know I stayed connected to the lawyers, but it was not a 



23 
 

part of my daily life, the way it was for Jen and Lisa. So I had roommates and I would come 

home sometimes they would be like, “Okay. What’s going on, because today the New York 

Times called, Time Magazine called, the Boston Globe called, USA today called, like I have a list 

of messages for you that I don’t understand.” And I would have not even mentioned this to my 

roommate like, I was involved in this. It just didn’t even come up. And I would be like, “Okay 

Hold on. Let me just find out what happened and then I’ll explain the whole story [50:00] to 

you,” you know. But that happened several times in my life as I moved to different places and 

lived with different roommates and things like I didn’t know something big was about to happen 

and then it came, you know. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Yeah, I mean I think, you know the decisions obviously were big milestones but 

there were times in between that were really sort of just tied up with the lawyers, honestly, you 

know. And when we graduated, you know, we had already won I guess the case, and so it felt 

like it was going in the right direction, right. There was some validation from that first win and 

then it was sort of in the appeals court. So graduation was pretty like, also pretty separate from 

what was happening with the case. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Yeah I mean, I maybe we just compartmentalized it, I don’t know. But 

I don’t remember at graduation thinking about the case. I remember graduation thinking that my 

mortar board was all wet and because it was raining ridiculously as it always does, but –  

 

Jennifer Todd: As it is now, it was raining on graduation. [51:00] 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Right. But you know I remember graduation being a very happy time 

with my family and friends and, and whatnot. But I remember post, you know with the case, it 

wasn’t it wasn’t as much as Amy, but even you know when we were on I can remember if it was 

the ESPN thing or whatnot, I come into work, the next day and I worked in investment banking 

and I didn’t talk about it at work, and all these guys because right, it is just a bunch of guys, are 

like, “Oh, I didn’t know that.” And then what happened to me was I was scared. I actually was 

scared like, do they think I’m going to sue them? Is this going to hurt my career? You know, in 

my analyst class when I graduated there were two women, me the brown haired gymnast from 
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Brown, and the blonde lacrosse player from Harvard, and everyone else out of the 20 looked 

exactly the same. And so I really thought that my career might be in jeopardy. Obviously, it 

wasn’t but, again, you know I’m 21 years old, what do, what do I know. And there was, there 

was that fear and the fear that anything if I bring up anything regarding gender [52:00] are 

people not going to hire me because they think I’m going to be litigious. And so that that kind of 

has carried through the rest of the rest of my professional development I thank. 

 

Jennifer Todd: [I still ask that question?] today. You know, I mean not as much as I think more 

recently, since sort of gender equality is like at the forefront of our imagination right now, like 

it’s, it’s easier to talk about because the environment around this is talking about all these issues. 

But for many, many years I was like, you know, do I put that on my profile? Do I put anything 

about it on my resume? Do I even tell the story to – you know I, I now work in sports so a lot of 

people would sort of understand what I’m talking about, but I didn’t tell the story, for I mean I 

can probably like maybe in the last 10 years I started to tell it to people that I worked with. But 

before that I was very quiet about it. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Well, it was interesting. So we both, we both went to Kellogg for 

graduate school to get our MBAs and we both ended up writing about, about Title IX [53:00] and 

Brown and I remember having these conversations right, we were both scared like is it going to 

either show that we took leadership and took a stand and were passionate about something, or is 

it going to be like we don’t want them here at all? And so it was a risk, this one happened to 

work, but it was, it was it was scary. 

 

Amy Cohen: Yeah for me, you know I ended up after several jobs teaching elementary school So 

for me, I felt like it was something in some ways, I wanted to find the appropriate way to share it 

with my second grade students, because I felt like it was something I wanted to share with the 

girls in my class particularly, but with everyone, that like stand up, if you feel like you’re being 

wronged. If you see something that’s unfair, you know, fight for it. Fight for that fairness and 

fight for what you believe is right.  

And I remember, there was a time when I taught in Baltimore that USA today came and 

did an article and they took pictures, with all the girls in my class, and you know [54:00] the girls 
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were so into it and we really talked about what it was about. And I remember them saying you 

know, “Oh our teacher,” like it was very nice for me. They, they became proud of who I was, but 

I wanted to convey that message, but I’m just like you, and if you see something that you think is 

not right don’t be afraid to you know, to stand up and say this isn’t right, you know.  

But I was also thinking about my graduation I do remember shaking hands with the 

President and the, the preliminary injunction had just been settled. The team was going to be 

reinstated, the injunction was forcing Brown to reinstate the team until it came to trial. And I 

remember thinking when I shook his hand, like one, does he know who I am? Probably not. I 

don’t think he had any idea. But two, does he regret refusing to meet with us and talk about this 

further before we took it to court? Because we did not, that was not, that was once we had 

exhausted every other option. And so I just was wondering as I shook his hand, did he know who 

I [55:00] was and did he ever regret that decision to say, “I’m not really interested in meeting 

with you.” 

 

Jennifer Todd: He came and donated money to us by the way, when we were doing our flips on 

the green. Which I thought was a little ironic given the situation, but. 

 

Amy Cohen: Right, right. 

 

Jennifer Todd: But, like all these things I’ve said, though, there’s no, I mean there’s no ill will. 

Like even for the even for the athletes that were sort of questioning what we did, like they, I 

really felt like they came around in the end. They came to understand it. It took years, you know. 

We were still sort of understanding a lot of the ins and outs of it, you know but. Yeah, I think 

they came to understand why we did it and there was a lot, there was a lot of support for us later 

on. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): And so, how did it feel wherever you were in your lives when, you 

know, the case had finally gone through all of its variations [56:00] and it was done and you 

could kind of close that chapter of your life, if you did? How did that feel? Like, were you so far 

beyond it that you were like eh, or did it feel like a really significant moment? 
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Amy Cohen: I think we realized that we actually couldn’t close it because the case is done, but 

women don’t have parody. I mean, women don’t have equity or equality in so many aspects of 

life. So I think that’s something that Jen and Lisa and I have talked about. And you know, in 

recent years, Brown eliminated sports again, and this whole thing resurface and we realized not 

only did we feel like frustrated that we had thought Brown really got the message, but realized 

maybe they didn’t in the way we thought. But that this is still such an issue, we’re coming up 

upon the 50th anniversary of Title IX and there’s, the world has made progress, but there’s still 

so much left to do so. So I think, because we felt it ended up not being [57:00] just about 

gymnastics at Brown, it ended up being so much bigger, I think we felt like it didn’t really end 

because the case ended. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Yeah I mean I think there’s – the case ended, but it doesn’t, it never closes. It 

hasn’t closed for us personally. I have a daughter so that’s, you know part of it is just me seeing 

what she experiences in sports and, and just in general life being a girl versus potentially what 

you know, what experiences or opportunities are available for boys. And then, what, in my 

professional life I work in in sports, as I said, and I’m working on a women’s event right now 

and you know, as Lisa said earlier, it allowed us to find our voices and so you know it’s sort of 

like you just, the case may close but you’re still trying to find ways to use your voice in your in 

your daily life whether it’s out there [58:00] advocating for ourselves or for other people. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): I totally agree. I mean look, it turned me off going into law after I, 

after I went through that. You know, but I, I don’t think it ever closed. Like I said, it was a 

catalyst for what I ended up doing later. So now I’m a professor. I spent my entire professional 

career before that in very male dominated industries in finance, both in banking and on the 

corporate side. And being the only person in the room, and having to stand up for myself and 

learned how to do that through that experience. But on top of that, when I got into academia it 

also made me realize that it’s beyond sports. And I cofounded a center for women in business at 

Rutgers where I am right now, and you know we’re working to really remove barriers, we’re 

working to build community and, most importantly, we’re working to empower women. And 

you know this case it kind of blends it all together. ESPN [59:00] does a study every year or 

every few years and 94% of women in the C suite played sports growing up and over half played 
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in college. And the lessons that you learn on the court, on the field, in the gym, after you hang up 

those cleats, or in our case that leotard, are really what make us all, better teammates, better 

coworkers and, ultimately, better leaders to run companies and organizations and communities 

well after we graduate. So it is so vital that women have the opportunity to play sports, because it 

really impacts much more than that. 

 

Jennifer Todd: I mean the short answer is right, like you learn you, college is such an eye-

opening experience for everyone, and this is such a big part of our college experience, even 

though we were able to keep it separate from our studies and the academics and the you know, 

but it’s, it was, it was like it sort of just opened up this whole other side of us. And I’m speaking 

for Amy and Lisa but I know that because [1:00:00] we continue to talk about it together and 

with others today. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): So as we’re sort of running up on time, the last thing I want to ask is 

that your names are, I think, sort of always attached to this case, and of course I reached out to 

you because of your relationship to this case. But I want to give you guys the opportunity to like 

share anything else if, if there’s anything else about your time at Brown or a part of your life that 

you would like to get into the historical record that isn’t specific to this case before we close 

today I’d like to give you some time to share that with us. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): I mean, I think, I think, for me, and in addition to that, it has, not just 

the case but, but, but my athletic experience, even outside the case has really shaped my 

continued involvement with Brown. So a few years ago I cofounded, [1:01:00] and Jen was 

somewhat part of that as well, Brown Athletics Women Women’s Opportunity, Mentorship, and 

Empowerment Network. And what we created was this community for student athletes and 

alumni and it started out as a professional development opportunity because the men have these 

really big teams like football and basketball, and they have all these networks to get jobs 

afterwards and how do you tell your story and your leadership experience as an athlete and how 

does that transition? And we said, you know what, doesn’t matter if you’re a lacrosse player or a 

basketball player or a gymnast or a swimmer, we all have that same shared athletic experience 

and so by pulling all the teams together we’re creating a broader community of professionals that 
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then we can leverage and support each other. And so still very involved in that, and I just signed 

on this year to be one of the directors, for the Sports Foundation, so I’m on the Board of the 

Sports Foundation as well here at Brown. [1:02:00] And I figured by continuing to stay involved, 

hopefully, we will continue to have a voice to ensure that there are equal opportunities for 

everyone, regardless of race, gender, sexuality, or any other reason. 

 

Jennifer Todd: I mean, I think, I mean, just that there’s still a lot of work to be done. You know, 

that you know, obviously, there was the the, the, you know the case during the pandemic where 

sports were also being cut. Brow has recently hired an excellent woman to be Athletic Director 

and that’s like a really, really positive sign. I alluded to, you know I’m working on a women’s 

basketball event which would be first of its kind. But there’s a lot of, there’s like a lot of lip 

service and not necessarily a lot of action which I am sort of seeing firsthand right now. 

[1:03:00] And I, and I see things you know where there are differences between my daughter’s 

experience and my son’s experience and in the sports that they play so, you know as much as 

we’re talking about it and there’s a lot of you know it’s sort of running in parallel with other 

social justice movements that are no more or less important. I think it’s, there’s just a lot of work 

still to be done. So I, you know I think we all because of our experience are still trying to play 

you know, whatever role small or big that we can in in trying to do that work. 

 

Amy Cohen: And I would just say I feel like I’ve gotten a lot of attention from the case, but in 

my mind, the real kind of hero was – the initial lawyers that we contacted found local lawyers 

and they found Lynette Labinger who was the lawyer who did [1:04:00] most of the work on the 

case, there were several lawyers involved, but she toiled for seven or eight years without getting 

paid for this, and it was so much bigger and so much more work than she ever imagined. As, as 

naive, as we were signing on she was equally as somewhat convinced that this wouldn’t go 

forward and completely not aware of how much work, it would be for her. So she’s really the 

one I think who deserves most of the credit for the impact that this case had. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): I completely agree, and it was so great to reconnect with her a few 

years ago, and then we all talked with her again fairly recently. And she’s just a phenomenal 
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advocate. She’s doing a lot of work in disability right now, I think, but for civil rights, overall. 

That was a good, that was a good ending Amy. Good plug. 

 

Jennifer Todd: You could probably give credit to a lot of people we don’t even know who were –  

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Right. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Supporting us during that time.  

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Right. [1:05:00] And Arthur Bryant also did quite a bit of work and 

has been a leader in this space continuing to the day, even, even, even now. But I think, as we all 

look back on our Brown experience, you know my first reaction is, is positive. It really shaped, I 

know, who I was, who I became. I found myself. I met my best friends who continue to be so, 

and are very influential in life as well. And I think that’s the beauty of the campus. That’s the 

beauty of that particular university and you know, for all those folks who are at that phase of life, 

where you’re trying to find yourself like, you’re going to find, you’re going to find her and 

you’re going to be happy and you’ll look back on what she’s been able to do. 

 

Amanda Knox (she/her): Well, I thank you all again so much for joining me tonight [1:06:00] to 

share this story. Your oral history is now going to join over almost 300 oral histories that are part 

of the Pembroke Center oral History Project. Thank you for the work that you’ve done on behalf 

of all women, and women in athletics. And thank you for being willing to share that story today. 

 

Jennifer Todd: Thank you for having us. 

 

Lisa Kaplowitz (she/her): Thanks. 

 

Amy Cohen: Yeah. 

 

--END-- 


