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Track 1 

 

Mary Murphy: [0:00] OK, so good afternoon. I’ll introduce myself again. My name is Mary 

Murphy and I am the Nancy L. Buc Pembroke Center Archivist. And in that role, I meet with 

alumnae and record their experiences for the Brown Women Speak Oral History Project. This 

afternoon, I am speaking to two members of the Pembroke Brown alumnae community, who will 

introduce themselves in just a moment. To set the date, it is October 25, 2018 and we are 

recording this interview via FaceTime. And now I will ask my two interviewees to introduce 

themselves. 

 

Marva Dates: OK, want me to go first? 

 

Karen Dates: Yeah, sure. 

 

MD: Hi. I’m Marva Dates [Belt?], live in Baltimore, proud graduate of Pembroke, 1953 [01:00] 

to ’57, if you can believe that. 

 

MM: Wow. 

 

MD: My voice is leaving because of a cold, not – not sentimentality. [laughter] I was very, very 

happy to get into Pembroke. It’s hard for people to understand now that Baltimore was a 

completely segregated city, and when I say completely, I mean completely. I don’t think I had 

ever seen a white person until I got to high school. Now, it didn’t ruin my life but you could 

imagine how constricted that was. Schools were segregated. There was one on the east side for 
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Black students, and there was one on the west side for White students. And I have to say that the 

school administration, there were two of everything, so there was a Black school administration 

[02:00] and those people worked tirelessly to see that whatever was there was divided equally. 

And you always have to try and remember that, that there was action going on, but it took a long 

time.  

I’m of the generation where the textbooks were divided. When the school year started 

and new textbooks were handed out, the Black kids got last year’s and the White kids got the 

new ones. And I can distinctly remember our first job, when the textbooks were handed out, was 

for the teachers to say, “OK, let’s erase all that.” 

 

KD: Oh, interesting. 

 

MD: So, let’s see. 

 

KD: So tell how you got – well I’m Karen Dates Dunmore, and so this is my aunt. So she was 

class of 1957 – 

 

MD: Fifty-seven. 

 

KD: And I was class of 1986. [03:00] Of course, it was Brown at that point, not Pembroke – 

 

MM: That’s right. 

 

KD: – but I think that how she got to Pembroke was a very interesting story. 

 

MD: Yeah, it was interesting and it was – I don’t know. I wasn’t grasping at anything. I really 

knew I wanted certain things, and for instance, I knew that I would not – how I knew, I didn’t 

know – but I knew that I would not thrive in a great big school. And then I thought, boy, it would 

be wonderful to go out of Baltimore. Maybe I’ll meet somebody from France. [laughter] Why 

France, I don’t know. [coughs] But it was my heart’s desire to go to school with people from 

France. Anyway, I did all of the searching and – 
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KD: But wasn’t there a principal in your high school? 

 

MD: Oh, yes. Yes. That was the other thing. The thing that kind of disturbs me even this many 

years on is that there were no expectations [04:00] of this. No one really expected us to succeed, 

and they didn’t know what a tough bunch of women they had. And so I did all the paperwork, 

tried all kinds of things, did not get into Swarthmore. I could name a lot of places I did not get 

into. But when I finally was accepted, I was invited to the principal’s office, named Ralph 

[Wreckling?]. And of course then, you don’t know what you’ve done, and maybe it’s all for 

naught. And he invited me to sit down and told me that he had been a Brown graduate. 

 

MM: No way. Wow. 

 

MD: This was the first I had heard of that in four years of, you know, beating my head against 

the wall. So, and he never talked about it, and I don’t know why. Maybe – 

 

MM: Can I ask you a question? 

 

MD: Certainly. 

 

MM: Did you always know that you wanted to go to college? Did your parents go to college? 

 

MD: [05:00] My parents did not go to college. They were day laborers and such, housekeepers. I 

always knew I wanted to go. I think one thing they were able to instill in us at Douglas, which 

was our high school, was that you could do it. And that was on the teachers who had come up, 

you know, the hard way themselves. There was a, I don’t know what you call it, a block of 

people who said you can do it. There was another block of people who said, “Why don’t you just 

go on and get a job at Social Security like everybody else?” So you see, there were some who 

pushed. But I think the important thing was you had to push yourself. You really did because 

there was not a guidance counselor. Never saw her. I know we had one, but where she – where 

she [06:00] hung out, I don’t know. 



4 

 

 

MM: And so few women were going to college at that time. 

 

MD: A few women. But I’ll tell you, the ones from my school and from Pembroke who went 

were a bunch of smart, determined women, and nothing was going to stop them. There was one 

friend who was going to go to Alaska. She wanted to be a doctor and she thought she’d get 

started more easily in Alaska. All kinds of people. It isn’t fair to say that the Women’s 

Movement and #MeToo has brought on this outpouring of strong women. They were always 

there, a lot fewer of us. 

 

KD: And so after she went, her younger sister, my other aunt also ended up at Pembroke. 

 

MM: That’s amazing. 

 

KD: Yeah. If you look at the pictures, we pulled out their – her yearbook from 19– 

 

MD: ’57. 

 

KD: 1957. [07:00] And there’s a picture in here of the two of them – 

 

MM: Oh! I’m going to get it – oh, I’ve got it in here too. I’ll go pull it out. 

 

KD: Oh, OK! Yeah. So there’s a picture here of the two of them in the bottom right here, and so 

but if you look at the pictures, there are no other brown people. They’re the only two in the 

school. 

 

MD: Yeah. And that bothers me also. Of course, you can’t sit the rest of your life worrying about 

what you didn’t do, but there were what, at Pembroke, were called “city girls,” so girls who lived 

in Providence. If anything, that’s where the other Black people were coming from, and I made no 

effort to seek them out. 
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KD: Hmm, I didn’t know that. 

 

MD: Or to try to be friends with one. But you know, that’s the way it was. I – 

 

MM: I know there was a split between the women who were day attending and those who were 

staying overnight to attend. 

 

MD: Right. 

 

MM: That there was a difference, yeah. 

 

KD: When I was there, it was the “townies” and the “Brownies.” [08:00] 

 

MD: Yeah. 

 

KD: So I mean, but we did, you know, mingle. But it sounds like you didn’t, but when I was a 

student, it was a little different. 

 

MM: Do you remember where you lived when you were on campus, or what your housing 

situation was like? 

 

MD: I remember every minute of it because I think that I – if you had lived in the ghetto in 

Baltimore, you would remember when you got someplace else. And so I – 

 

KD: I’m finding a tissue for her, sorry. 

 

MM: No, no problem. 

 

MD: My first living accommodation was my own room, a single, just inside Pembroke’s gates, 

Pembroke Hall for freshmen. And it was wonderful. It was much better than being subjected to 

any pressures of, “What house are you going to live in?” You know. I think the administration of 
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Pembroke was really a bunch of really smart women. They did the same thing that the sororities 

did, except we didn’t call it a sorority. We said, “I live in King House,” [09:00] which was the 

same thing but you’re not pledged to this sorority, but everybody was much happier. A lot less, 

what’s the word? Jealousy. And then – 

 

MM: Can you – 

 

MD: – next house was sophomore living, and then my third house my junior year was wonderful, 

Andrews Hall. Very, very nice and new. 

 

KD: Right. So when I was a student then, I lived in, was it Metcalf or Miller? Whichever one 

was [laughs] – I was attached to Anderson. We actually lived kind of in the same place, many 

years apart. [laughs] 

 

MD: Yeah. 

 

MM: In the Pembroke quad area, basically. 

 

KD: In the quad, yeah. Uh-huh. 

 

MD: Yeah, it was really a wonderful experience. And being a city girl, you know, we just loved 

it in the spring when the forsythia came out. 

 

MM: Can you tell me about if you felt, [10:00] especially for your experience on campus with so 

few women of color on campus, did you feel welcomed? Did you feel that White students were 

kind? Were they welcoming to you? And your teachers? 

 

KD: She still has some friends now who were in her class. 

 

MD: I do. Yes, I do feel that way. And I don’t know if it was a particular atmosphere there, or 

whether that’s the way it was, but I felt quite welcomed. We didn’t feel ostracized at all because 
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of race, even though there were not very many of us. We knew who the racists were. We knew 

who hated Black people. We knew that so – oh there was one incident where someone in my 

class had written apparently a super duper paper, and Brown was and is very proud of its history 

department. And [011:00] the paper was so good that I remember the professor said, “I’m going 

to read this, and if you want to know how to do a history paper for me, here’s what you do.” So 

he read the paper and put it down, and he said, “I’m sure Miss so-and-so would share it with you 

all so you can see what it was like.” And I, in my naiveté, went up to her after all the folderol 

was over and say, “Hey, can I look at your paper when you have a chance?” And she said, “Oh. 

Yes,” and she and the paper disappeared. So I know she had no intention of that, but you know, 

that’s – she deals with her problems and I deal with mine. 

 

MM: Can I pause and ask Karen, and then we’ll go back in, can you tell me a little bit about your 

coming to Brown as well? 

 

KD: Sure. So Brown was on my radar, obviously, because both of my aunts were there, but I 

applied to a number of schools. And then, you know, I was [12:00] lucky enough to have a 

number of choices. And then, [laughs] I don’t know how I decided on Brown. 

 

MD: I don’t – 

 

KD: I think the two of you may have influenced me a little bit. [laughs] And then I got there and 

had just a great experience. And I – 

 

MM: Can you tell me a little bit about your upbringing? Were you also in the Baltimore area? 

 

KD: Yes. So I – 

 

MM: And are you in the Baltimore area today? Where – 

 

KD: Yes. Yes. 
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MM: OK. 

 

KD: So we both live in the Baltimore area. And so my father is my Aunt Marva’s brother. And 

he went to Hopkins and had a similar experience where, you know, he was one of very few. I 

think he was one of the first classes and it had a number – more than one [laughs] black student 

at Hopkins undergrad. And so you know, there are four of us. I have three brothers. And so 

obviously, all of us were going to college. That wasn’t an option. It was just a matter of where. 

And I got to Brown, and I did pledge. I pledged to Delta Sigma Theta [13:00] when I was there. I 

was involved in a lot of activities and Greek life was a big deal when I was a student. You know, 

I was just back recently for Black at Brown, and there were 700 [laughs] people and we had a 

great time. I understand it’s very unique, that experience. In talking to friends of mine at other 

schools, they don’t have that same bond that we seem to have all had. I mean, I’m good friends 

with a number of people who graduated before and after, and during, my time there. So my 

experience was very different, even though she influenced, you know, one of the reasons why I 

went to Brown. We had very different experiences, I think. 

 

MM: And can you tell me a little bit, what did your father do for a living? And your – 

 

KD: My father? [laughs] 

 

MM: Yes, Karen. Your father. 

 

KD: OK. So my father is an educator. And so he went to Hopkins. He also went to law school, 

but you know, he’s an educator for the most part. Retired [14:00] now, at this point.  

 

MM: And your mother? 

 

KD: As is my mother. And my mother is as well. So they’re both college educators, and my 

mother was a dean at Howard University for a while. And my father was a professor at Howard 

when they both retired. So education has always been a big, you know, a big deal in our family. 

[laughs] It’s important. 
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MD: You can see how the generations moved, you see. 

 

KD: Yeah. 

 

MM: So let’s talk about for both of you. You both can answer this question, then we’ll get a little 

bit more into what you studied and things like that. Can you tell me about your earliest memories 

– memory, if you have a really bright memory of an early – your first memory being at 

Pembroke, and then – and being at Brown, Karen? So if each of you could answer that. 

 

MD: My first memory was going, arriving on a Sunday. And mind you, we didn’t have enough 

money to do the college looking-around. So once we decided on Pembroke, [15:00] it was that. 

And my stepfather rented a car and piled us in, and we drove up to Providence. And I remember 

it was a beautiful, sunny day, and we all jumped out of the car. And I was just standing there, not 

knowing where to go or what to do. And of course, this ties in with an experience I had at the 

University of Maryland, which was very unpleasant, and I’ve never forgotten. But we were all 

just standing there and this guy came up and said, “Can I help you find a place?” [coughs] And 

from then on, it was just absolute friendliness for me, not that I – you know, I wasn’t naïve when 

– growing up in the inner city. And we knew that not everybody had your best wishes at heart. 

Not everybody was going to like you. But this place had enough of making me feel comfortable 

that I was never uncomfortable. [16:00] 

 

MM: Can you – 

 

MD: There was no interracial dating, OK. It was before the days of interracial dating. Lots of 

White and Black Pembrokers went around together, but my impression was a friendly place. 

 

MM: Can you tell me – 

 

MD: And also – 
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MM: You don’t have to – oh, mm-hmm. You don’t have to share but did – what happened at the 

University of Maryland? Do you not want to – you don’t have to speak about that if you don’t 

want to, but – 

 

MD: In my class in high school, there were about four of us who were expected to go to college. 

And poor souls, one day, the guidance counselors from these four different schools decided that 

they would take everybody to University of Maryland to look around. And we went in a school 

bus of some kind, I don’t remember. But we were looking at the campus. Well, this poor 

guidance counselor had never been there before either. Didn’t know where she was [17:00] 

going. The bus driver didn’t know where he was going, and it was not a good morning. But we, 

you know, we found the place and finally, I was let out. I can remember that one boy was going 

to medical school, he hoped. But I was let out in front of the history department and I went up 

these steps – imagine how terrifying, you know, those columns – and into the history department 

where the lecture was already going on. It’s true, we were late. And the professor looked up at 

me and he said, (pause) “Take a seat over there.” Well, I felt like two cents. And I had never 

forgotten it. And I started to open my big mouth and explain what happened, but of course that 

would have been wrong. And so whenever I would go past that building, all I can think of is, got 

you one fellow. [laughter] 

 

KD: Because I ended up going to Brown, right? [laughs] [18:00] Or Pembroke. Yeah, so. 

 

MM: OK. Well, thank you. Well, Karen, now Karen let’s do yours. Can you tell us about your 

first memory on campus? 

 

KD: Sure. I remember, you know, arriving on campus the first day for – it was the week or the 

two weeks before classes start for minority students. What was it called? Whatever the program 

was called at that point. I know it’s changed names, yeah. And – 

 

MM: And so this would have been 1982? 
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KD: It would have been 1982, correct. And in addition to being there early for that, because my 

father’s always early in general, I was actually the first freshman to arrive. [laughs] 

 

MM: Oh, OK. 

 

KD: So there were no other freshmen there! [laughs] And I think they were finishing the training 

for like the counselors. 

 

MM: [laughs] Oh, no. 

 

KD: And so my father like unpacked my stuff and was like, “Bye!”  

 

MM: Oh, no! 

 

KD: It was kind of like, but there’s no other – no one else is here! It’s just me. I was 17 years 

old.  

 

MM: Oh, gosh. 

 

KD: So anyway, that’s my first experience. [19:00] But I will say that, you know, I quickly met 

people and it was a great week or two weeks – I think it was a week – that I had. [coughs] But I 

will say that later on during the year, we had conversations about race and heard from non-

minority students that they felt left out because they didn’t get to come a week earlier. And by 

the time they got there, you know, I had picked out what side of the room I wanted. I knew my 

way around. I knew where everything was, and they were having to learn all of that. And so that 

was their reaction to that, was that they felt a little bit left out from that experience. But you 

know, I know why they had week because minority students are the minority. And we had 

workshops and we got to kind of bond with each other, which was helpful for the next four years. 

 

MD: I would have felt kind of jealous, you know. All the extras these kids were getting. [20:00] I 

mean, their high schools were a lot better than – 
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KD: So you’re talking about – so on her end, you know, I know you’ve shared with me over the 

years, that because the school that she went to in Baltimore, as she explained earlier, had the 

used textbooks that came from the White schools, when she got to Pembroke, she was not as 

well prepared as everyone else because she was also the only Black student in the class. So 

having to play catch-up a little bit throughout your time there, right? 

 

MD: Yeah. It used to make me jealous. I don’t know who I was jealous of. [laughter] 

 

MM: Did you struggle academically? Was that very hard? Were you able to catch up? 

 

MD: Actually, I did very well. My struggles were math and science, which had been the lifelong 

problem. But as far as the other subjects, I did well. 

 

MM: And what did you study when you were at Pembroke? Do you remember your con– your 

major, your concentration? 

 

MD: Oh, yes. My [21:00] major was American civilization, which is history and literature. 

 

MM: OK. And – 

 

MD: And I made Dean’s List. It took me three years to do it, but I did it. 

 

MM: That’s wonderful. That’s wonderful. 

 

MD: At a school like that, it’s considered an achievement. At least it was, now I don’t know.  

 

KD: [laughs] It still is. 

 

MM: Yes. Yes. Karen, what did you concentrate in? 
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KD: I changed my major multiple times [laughter] and then – because I did not know what I 

wanted to do. Then I ended up doing political science, but went on to Columbia to do journalism. 

And so yeah, because I had worked at ABC News during the summers as an intern. And so, and 

then you went on to – 

 

MD: Library. 

 

KD: – to library school in Boston. 

 

MM: Oh, cool! 

 

KD: Yeah. 

 

MD: To Simmons. 

 

MM: And to Simmons? 

 

MD: Mm-hmm. 

 

MM: Oh! OK. I am a Simmons grad as well. 

 

KD: She’s a Simmons grad! 

 

MD: Oh, really? [laughter] 

 

MM: Yes! Yep, yep.  

 

KD: Oh, that’s great. 

 

MM: Where my library science degree is from. So let’s [22:00] talk about, you brought up a little 

bit about interracial dating, or lack thereof.  
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MD: Yeah. 

 

MM: So if we could talk a little bit, just as you touched on that subject, I think that’s really 

interesting. And maybe if I could get both of your perspectives about, so your social lives while 

you were on campus. 

 

MD: Well, for 1953, my social life was with my friends, girlfriends. We’d get on the train and go 

up to Boston where the men were supposed to be because there were so many schools, you 

know. But it was sort of group dating. One or two people hung out, and had only one friend, but 

mostly it was group dating. 

 

MM: So and Karen, for you? What was that like by your time? 

 

KD: There was a lot of interracial dating, and [23:00] as I said, Greek life was a big deal. And so 

I had a great social life. I had a great time. [laughs] 

 

MM: Good. 

 

KD: I had a good time! [laughs] So yeah, I think it was very different by the time I got here. 

There were lots of brown people – not lots, but a lot more than one, so. Yeah. 

 

MM: And I know during the Pembroke days that the campus was very much –the social life of 

the campus was segregated by sex, men and women, and that the women lived under pretty rigid 

rules. 

 

MD: They did for their day. 

 

KD: We were looking in here because they had, in the yearbook, they have the housemothers. Is 

that what they’re called? The housemothers. And there was like a group of older women that I 

guess, you know – they ruled. [laughs] 
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MD: Yeah. Everybody agreed that the school was acting in place of the parent. And if you didn’t 

like it, you could leave. 

 

KD: (inaudible) 

 

MD: For instance this – [24:00] things that would be laughed at today, like what time you come 

in. Everybody agreed to it, so you did or you didn’t. 

 

KD: Right. It said something about nine o’clock in here. [laughs] 

 

MD: Yeah. 

 

MM: Early. 

 

KD: Yeah. 

 

MD: The students were much more involved. For instance, “Professor, I didn’t like that lecture. 

What do you mean by” – you know, that kind of stuff. We were not nearly as invested. We were 

sort of down the hierarchy, you know. 

 

KD: Did you have classes with the Brown students? 

 

MD: Always. 

 

KD: With the boys? So we were always intermingled that way. OK. 

 

MM: Yeah, in the classes, right? Yeah. Can I ask you another question? Did you have your 

posture picture taken? Do you remember? 

 

MD: Oh, we certainly did. 
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MM: You did. 

 

MD: As much as they hated that. I was proud of my posture picture. 

 

MM: Oh, yeah? 

 

KD: Is that in here? Is that your picture? 

 

MD: No. 

 

MM: No, the posture pictures has a notori– long, notorious history at Pembroke so I was 

wondering [25:00] if you had your picture taken.  

 

MD: It was a big brouhaha in the New York Times, that there were all these pictures of naked 

Pembrokers going around. But it really was a health thing, and they discovered, you know, some 

girls that had posture picture problems. Now, I think they decided to just throw them away and 

forget it. 

 

MM: Yeah, they don’t exist. 

 

KD: Yeah, OK. 

 

MM: OK. 

 

MD: There’s a disease called scoliosis and two or three other diseases that come from incorrect 

alignment of your spine. And so one of the things you did on your exam week was you had a 

picture of your spine taken. And if the doctor saw no problem, they would just throw it away, 

everybody thought. But it turned out, I don’t think they were throwing them away. I think they 

were kept somewhere. [laughs] 
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MM: They were put into a study across Ivy League schools, all – a number of women and men 

were having their pictures taken [26:00] and there was a study, we found out later, that they were 

trying to determine if Ivy League students had physical characteristics that were similar to one 

another. 

 

KD: Oh, my gosh! 

 

MM: And it turned out to be a really sketchy history. 

 

MD: Yeah. 

 

KD: Yeah. 

 

MM: And so we have a number of women who have different feelings now, because they didn’t 

really know where the – what the purpose was for. And so I always ask, what was your feeling 

about having a posture picture taken if you did have one taken? 

 

KD: Do you have a feeling about it? Do you have – 

 

MD: For me, it was part of that whole, let’s get in here and get going. So I knew they were being 

taken. It never occurred to me that one would want to look at them again. 

 

MM: Hmm. OK, thank you.  

 

KD: What’s this – 

 

MM: I’m happy to add another one – 

 

KD: Yeah. [laughs] 
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MM: – to my set. So OK, so let’s talk about [27:00] – I always like to do highs and lows for the 

both of you. If you could tell me about a bright, shiny spot in your memories of being at 

Pembroke, Brown. And also if you’re willing – you do not have to – but if you are willing to 

share a moment that was maybe not so great, or a challenge that you had to struggle through. I’d 

like to hear from both of you. 

 

MD: Struggling was just the studying, just getting through it. And never a break for four years, 

you know. Summer off, earn enough money to come back. So that was a struggle.  

 

MM: And what did you do during the summers? What kind of work did you do? 

 

MD: Anything I could find to do, really.  

 

KD: Back at Baltimore? 

 

MD: Yeah, back in Baltimore. Because, you know, you saved that money by living at home. One 

thing I did that was funny, I rode – I drove an [28:00] elevator the last of the human-operated 

elevators in Baltimore. 

 

MM: That is so cool. 

 

MD: But no [inaudible, laughter]. And down moments, I don’t think there were too many down 

moments. You know, we just kept – if you could put together enough for your books, put 

together enough for this, put together enough for that, then you’d make it through. And I was 

going to go to New York and work for a publisher. Stupid, you know. [laughter] What 

publisher’s going to hire a girl? 

 

KD: Yeah. 

 

MM: Hmm. Yes. 
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MD: With an undergraduate degree? 

 

KD: Well, I thought one of the stories that you told me was that you used to send your laundry 

back to Baltimore to get done. 

 

MD: Oh, yeah. 

 

KD: So my grandmother would do [laughter] their laundry in Baltimore and then ship it back to 

[29:00] Providence. 

 

MM: Oh, no. [laughter] Nice.  

 

KD: Yep, I was like wow. 

 

MM: Good deal for you. Yeah. 

 

MD: It was [inaudible]. And a friend of mine lived on Cape Cod. Her mother used to send her 

clothes back. 

 

KD: Yeah, it seemed like – you talked about a couple of people doing it, but I didn’t realize that, 

you know, it had happened with – to Baltimore because that’s a kind of a longer distance. But, 

yeah. Yeah. 

 

MM: Yeah. And what about a bright, shiny spot? Would you have a – your best, favorite 

memory of being at Pembroke? 

 

MD: I think maybe something like Class Night when I realized I really had done it, you know. 

And there was a lot I could look forward to. That probably was. 

 

KD: That’s nice. Yeah. 
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MM: Karen, now for you. 

 

KD: So for me, probably I think they just – I made really strong friendships. I had good 

relationships and I, you know, I had a good – I enjoyed college a lot. [30:00] I had a good time. 

Probably the low for me was that I did not really have an advisor. So my advisor, they gave me 

someone in the theater department. I was not really a theater person. I was in a play one time 

[laughter] in high school. And so I was floundering and taking all – that’s why my major kept 

changing, because I was taking all these classes. I didn’t know, I didn’t have a focus. And so I 

wish that – and then I think junior year, I thought, well I really need to decide what my major is. 

And so I said, well maybe I’ll do political science. And I walked over and I said to someone in 

the Political Science department, “I need an advisor.” [laughter] So he just s– 

 

MM: Oh, yeah. You had to really advocate for yourself. 

 

KD: Yeah. So he signed some form, but I never met with him after that. So I think I had – so I 

met with my first advisor who was in the theater department maybe twice, and then I met with 

him maybe once but [31:00] it wasn’t – I didn’t have any advising. So I ended up going to 

journalism school mainly because I could write. I like to write. My mother was kind of in the 

field and I was able to get a job at ABC News during the summers in – and I lived in New York 

during the summers. So that’s kind of how I did that. But so anyway, I say all that to say that 

that’s, for me, in retrospect, is one of the things I wish I had had. You know, it’s really – an 

advisor to say, “Well, what do you like to do?” And you know, “Why am I [laughs] your advisor, 

because I’m in theater.” Or, you know, something like that. So, yeah. 

 

MM: So I’d like to ask about women in work. Let’s talk about it. So it sounds like you both sort 

of tested the waters with publishing and journalism, and then as you leave Pembroke and Brown, 

you are then facing – trying to enter the workforce. [32:00] So tell me about that. How did that 

go? What did you do? What happened? 
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MD: Well for me, there wasn’t any question, ever, that I would do anything but work. I mean, 

that was it. The problem was what to work at. So I had a lot of very silly romantic ideas, but I 

also – you know, Pembroke was a wonderful place, never pushed you to anything. 

But they said – we were talking one day about this girl who was going to Alaska. And the 

guidance counselor says, “Well, she wants to go to Alaska, let her go to Alaska. She will find out 

what it’s like.” And I said, “Well, seems to me you have to be a little bit more prepared.” She 

said, “Why?” [laughter] And so she said, “What do you want to do?” And I said, “I want to go to 

New York and work for this great publisher and publ– edit books,” and she said, “OK, what are 

you going to do about it?” And I said, “Well, I’m not [33:00] going to do anything right now.” 

She said, “No because you can’t afford the rent.” [laughs] You know, it was that, be realistic 

about these things, but don’t let it knock you off your horses. But then I started being a little 

more realistic and I literally passed by this table in Pembroke one day, and it said, “Simmons 

College School of Library Science.” [laughter] And I said – 

 

KD: And you said, “Sign me up!” 

 

MD: And I said, “Hey, I’m a good reader.” [laughter] 

 

MM: So you went on to get your library science degree? 

 

MD: Yes. Yeah. 

 

MM: And then did you work in a library then? 

 

MD: I worked at the Boston Public Library, which is a wonderful library. I enjoyed it very much. 

And then the money still was not coming in, so I went back to Baltimore, allegedly to work for 

another year [34:00] and that’s when I worked at the Pratt Library, so. 

 

KD: And you worked there for how long? 

 

MD: Thirty-some years.  
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MM: Wow. As a librarian – 

 

MD: Yes. 

 

MM: – at the Pratt Library. OK, wow. That’s just – and can you tell me, before Karen, before I 

move back over to you, can you tell me, did you face workplace discrimination because you are 

a woman of color, or because you are simply a woman? Did you ever experience discrimination 

in the workplace? 

 

MD: Librarians and libraries are very strange places. The whole hierarchy is male. So what we 

had to face there was being a woman and trying to get in in some of the top male jobs. And so 

there was some discrimination, yes. 

 

MM: Because the men were the man– the directors and the managers, right? 

 

MD: Yep, administrators. The Library of Congress has always been a man. So there was 

discrimination there. [35:00] 

 

KD: Until recently. [laughs] 

 

MM: I was going to say, still is. Still, yeah unfortunately. 

 

KD: Well no, now Carla Hayden moving in, but yeah. 

 

MM: Yes, yes, yes. But throughout libraries, yeah. Thankfully, yes. OK, now Karen I’m going to 

turn to you. 

 

KD: Sure. 

 

MM: Women in the workplace. What happened for you? 
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KD: So I did journalism and then ended up working in public relations, and then I got hired by 

one of my clients and I went into kind of youth development and education, and that’s where I 

still am, at the Maryland State Department of Education. And I will say that at some places, there 

has been quite a bit of – I want to say some – it’s kind of hidden, but not really. So you have to – 

you know, I’ve been in the workforce for a while now. So things that I probably would not have 

recognized when I was younger, I now can recognize it for what it is. And you know, I think that 

[36:00] at this point in my life, I’m dealing with racism, ageism, and sexism. One of my friends 

who works in HR at the University of Maryland told me that [laughs] and actually told me to 

update my resume and take off the years that I graduated from college because ageism is a real 

thing. And so once you hit 45, nobody – you know, they really want to hire someone who’s 30 

who can learn the job and make $50,000 less. So it’s all very – it’s an interesting stage, 

interesting place to be right now, with all those different things going on in the workforce, for 

women, I think. Women of color in particular. 

 

MM: Do you think that you’re able to carry anything that you gained from Brown with you 

during these experiences? Do you pull from any of your life experiences that you gained at 

Brown in your day-to-day life, [37:00] especially in challenging times? Or do they not cross 

over? 

 

KD: I think that I really found myself, you know, and kind of learned my voice a little bit more. I 

was involved in a lot of not just – I pledged, you know, I pledged a sorority, but I also was 

involved in other things on campus. And so I knew people from all walks of life, and I think I’ve 

carried that with me, and that – you know, I always have groups of friends that are different races 

and different ages [laughs] and have all these different experiences. And that’s one of the things 

that I started doing at Brown, but I just continued, that I didn’t do so much in high school, I don’t 

think. 

 

MD: So – 

 

MM: So – go ahead? 
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KD: I thought you wanted to say to answer that. OK. 

 

MD: No. 

 

MM: OK. So as our time goes on here, I want to make sure that you’re given an opportunity to 

share anything that you want to share about your time, [38:00] leading up to your time at 

Pembroke and Brown, during your time at college. I want to make sure that you have free reign 

here to document what you want to document forever. This is going to be preserved forever, so. 

[laughter] 

 

KD: So do you have anything that you want to add, you think? 

 

MD: I don’t think anything special. 

 

KD: Well I just, I mean, for me, it was a great experience, as I said, all the connections and the 

people that I met who I am still in touch with. I enjoyed all of my classes and that’s why I 

probably changed my major five times [laughs] because I really liked all of my – and I couldn’t 

figure out what I wanted to do. So but I think that, you know, I’m hopeful that my daughter will 

be maybe a third-generation – 

 

MM: Oh, that’d be wonderful. 

 

KD: – at Brown, you know. [39:00] Going back for Black at Brown a few weeks ago was really 

such a great experience. I mean – 

 

MM: Can you just, for our listeners – because I think this actually very important. For all the 

interviews that I’ve done, because of BAR weekend, I haven’t had anyone yet document it for us 

through one of these interviews. So if you could please describe what that was, that would be 

really important. 
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KD: Sure. So what was it, three or four days, where all the minority students, anyone who 

wanted to come could come back. There were workshops. There was fun stuff like parties, 

dinners where we had awesome speakers. And so it was really three days of a great bonding 

experience. And, you know, now we’re all on a listserv together and everybody’s [laughs] 

talking back and forth and exchanging pictures. And then there are some people in the DMV 

who wanted to try and get together before the next Black at Brown. So it was really [40:00] such 

a powerful experience. Everybody was crying on the last day. I mean, it was really – I hadn’t 

expected all of that. So it was great. So now – 

 

MM: Was this – yes. And was this the second BAR weekend that they did, or was it the third? I 

can’t remember. 

 

KD: I think it was – it may have been the third. This was the first one that I was able to attend, 

but I think it was maybe the third. It could have been the fourth. And so yeah, but I understand 

every year it’s grown bigger and bigger. And some of my friends have gone every year and they 

said that your first year back, it’s kind of like – it’s just almost – it’s almost overwhelming, you 

know, but in a good way. And you just feel really connected. And so now I’ve signed up to 

interview students in Maryland because I need something else to do. [laughs] 

 

MM: Oh wow, OK. 

 

KD: But I just felt such a connection that I wanted to do something, so. So I’m going to be on the 

– I used to do it years ago and then I stopped. So I’m now back on the [41:00] interview panel 

for students in Maryland who want to go to Brown. But yeah, it was really a powerful, really 

good experience, so. 

 

MM: It’s been a watershed moment for Brown Women Speak. We’ve collected 23 interviews 

already from women who attended. 

 

KD: Wow. 
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MM: And we’ll go on and collect more, so it’s really a big deal for us as well. Please spread the 

word. If you are on the listserv with other women who attended BAR weekend – 

 

KD: OK. 

 

MM: – if you can gen-up some interest, I’m here and want to interview as many women as I 

possibly can for this collection. 

 

KD: Oh, awesome. OK. I will definitely do that. There are a number of people I know who 

graduated around the time that I did whose children are now there. 

 

MM: It’s so wonderful. 

 

KD: Yeah. So you know, doing the dual interview, I’m sure is helpful. 

 

MM: So I want to ask a last question. I have a question that’s a little bit off – I know we should 

be wrapping up, and we’ll do that [42:00] shortly. If I could ask a question to how you both felt, 

if you were at the time of your college experience, if you felt connected to a sense of women’s 

rights. In the 1950s and then in the 1980s, was the concept of being connected to a Women’s 

Rights Movement, were you connected to that at all? And if not that, any other political 

movement, like the Civil Rights Movement? Did you feel driven by any political causes while 

you were in college? 

 

MD: I don’t think we felt strongly about it because we knew it was there and people were, as I 

said before, working in political and civil rights. They really were. So I don’t think people felt 

that, “I’ve got to go out and smash this lantern, and while somebody else is smashing that one.” I 

think [43:00] everybody knew the fight for women’s rights was going on. I mean, from what I 

could see. There were all kinds of groups that Pembroke, we used to laugh at them, “Oh, those 

are the [commis?]. Are they coming tonight?” Or those of this, that, are they coming tonight? 

You know, it wasn’t unheard of to be fighting for women’s rights. The whole problem always 

seemed to be numbers. There were always so few on the women’s side. 
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KD: Right. 

 

MM: I think in terms of women of color, there were not – it wasn’t until 1968, right? That a first 

group of eight women attended – 

 

MD: That’s right. 

 

MM: – during the same year.  

 

MD: And I think also, the problem was getting out of there. It was a tough school. You had to 

really work hard to get out, and I – a lot of people were [44:00] kind of shifting, maybe, their 

priorities and just graduating to political activism. 

 

KD: So it’s kind of sort of the backburner because your focus was, let me make my grades so I 

can graduate [laughs] on time, right? 

 

MD: Yeah. Yeah. And the civil rights movement was the Angela Davis and those people were 

taking up the activity in the movement, as they used to call it. Right. 

 

MM: Karen, for you? 

 

KD: Women’s rights, not so much. I did take a few classes in women’s studies. You know, 

again, I was taking lots of classes, not knowing what I wanted to do. [laughs] So I did take a few 

women’s – maybe one or two. But Civil Rights, definitely. I remember marching on the green a 

couple of times, mainly about the numbers of minority students who were, you know, enrolled, 

financial aid. Those were mainly [45:00] the two focuses when I was there. So I remember, you 

know, doing a peaceful march, I think twice during my time there. And of course there was a 

Third World Center where, you know, we would hang out and we’d support each other, and 

parties. But also, we’d go there to study with each other sometimes. So we spent time there. And 

I saw the new one, the new Third World Center, when I was there a few weeks ago, which was 

nice.  
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So I would say that Civil Rights was more of a focus than women’s rights, yeah. But 

again, Greek life was kind of a big deal so we had that support system as well, you know. And 

my freshman year, I lived in Hope College, which at the time was boy, girl, boy, girl by floor. So 

I was on an all-female floor. I think my father filled in the form [laughs] for me to live there. But 

so, you know, [46:00] we would all kind of – our floor would kind of hang out sometimes and 

talk about women’s rights, and you know, issues. But we never did anything that was as far as 

marching or anything organized. It was more casual conversation. 

 

MM: OK. OK. Well, so I don’t want to take up any more of your time. I know it’s right coming 

into the dinner hour here, so. If you have nothing else to share, please do if you do. But I want to 

thank you for taking time this evening to speak with me. This interview will become part of 

Brown Women Speak, and you will join over 200 other interviews. Your interview will become 

part of that collection, and it will be preserved forever as part of this corpus of data. It is a digital 

collection. [47:00] And it will become available online sometime in the near future. It might take 

us a little bit of time. So, any last thoughts? 

 

KD: No, thank you. I think this is great that you’re doing this and, you know, thank you for 

having us. 

 

MM: OK. So Karen, I’ll be in touch with you just over a few details by email after the interview 

concludes. 

 

KD: OK. 

 

MM: OK. So I’m going to stop the recording now. 

 

- END - 


