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Track 1 

 

Mary Murphy: OK, so good morning. My name is Mary Murphy, and I am the Nancy L Buc 

Pembroke Center Archivist. It is September 22 at 9:02 a.m. I’m sitting in Pembroke Hall on the 

second floor, seminar room. This morning I’m joined by two members of the Brown University 

community, one alumna, one current student who’s in the class of 2019. I’ll have each of them 

introduce themselves now.  

 

Sarah Marion: Hi, my name is Sarah, and I am a senior here at Brown. 

 

Tanya Lumpkins: And I’m Tanya Lumpkins. I am a graduate of class 1985. 

 

MM: So we’re here with a mother-daughter team. OK, so let’s just get into it, and tell us a little 

bit [01:00] about your family background and what started your relationship and your connection 

to Brown University?  

 

TL: Well it does feel, with that question, that I should go first. I came to Brown from Sidwell 

Friends, and at that particular school in the 1970s leading into the ‘80s, Brown University was 

very popular, and a very good friend of mine a year ahead of me at Sidwell Friends, her name 

was Ann Hailey, she came to Brown. And when she came home and I was a senior, she shared 

how much she loved it, so Brown ended up on my list. I actually did not get to see the university 

prior to accepting my admission offer, and it was not until my orientation – and I showed up in 

Providence at the train station, and I must admit [02:00] I did question that decision at the time. 
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MM: From the view from the train station? 

 

TL: Uh-huh, the view from the train station was not very pretty, and as I came up the hill in the 

cab – I was meeting my family here, who was driving up with my stuff, and I had come up early 

to visit with my grandmother who lived in Massachusetts, so I came down on the train by 

myself, and I took a cab up. And they dropped me on Thayer Street, and I was still questioning 

the decision to come to Brown, but I moved into Littlefield, and I had so many wonderful people 

who I am still friends with who helped unload the car that showed up with all my stuff. And I 

had a fabulous four years at Brown. And so I will transition to Sarah’s visit and her decision.  

 

SM: Yeah, so I had definitely come to Brown [03:00] before I applied. I did one of those typical 

college road trips with my mother during a nice spring break of my junior year of high school, 

and it was information session, tour, information session, tour, just fully packed in, but she saved 

Brown for the alumni weekend the following year.  

 

TL: It was your sophomore year that we did the college road trip, and it was your junior year that 

we came here? 

 

SM: OK yeah, in the fall, a beautiful day, it was actually a weekend, so it was a beautiful 

weekend. 

 

MM: Can I pause and – where are you living at the time? 

 

TL: Washington, DC. 

 

SM: We drove up, I believe, and we attended several events. It was like a Brown extravaganza. It 

was like a football game, and we went to a reception, and I met President Paxton, and I said, “Hi, 

I’d love to come here.” And it was like a beautiful time, and Mom was like, “You know, I don’t 

want to influence your decision at all in choosing your [04:00] school of choice, but, you know, 

and follow your heart,” and of course I was in love with Brown. I applied early decision, but it 

was a little bit different. I mean, my mom went to Sidwell Friends High School, and I actually 
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went to a public school that was about a mile away, so I went to Woodrow Wilson High School. 

As I said, I applied early decision. I got in, and I was the first person to be planning to go to 

Brown in 10 years, so I was hugged by my college guidance counselor. We only had one college 

guidance counselor for all 1,800 students, and she cried holding me in the atrium of the cafeteria 

of the school. And everyone – I was a celebrity on –  

 

MM: That’s so touching, 

 

SM: – in the school at that point. Everyone heard I got in. It was a beautiful time, but a little 

different from, you know, my mom who had friends in the class before her who were attending. 

 

TL: And friends who came with me. [05:00] 

 

MM: So that is really interesting. Can you share a little bit about your parents, just step back just 

a little bit, and what brought you and your upbringing in the Washington DC area. Can you share 

a little bit about that? 

 

TL: In terms of what it was like to be raised by my parents in Washington DC? 

 

MM: Just a little bit about your parents, yeah, your family, if you’re willing to share. You don’t 

have to. 

 

TL: No, I can share. So my parents, I come from an interracial family. My mother was – is 

Caucasian. My father was African American. My mother was from Massachusetts, hence my 

grandmother living there, my father from Washington DC. They had two children in the 1960s, 

which was a little avant-garde, and it was a little too stressful to be perfectly honest, and they 

ended up divorcing while we were still in elementary school. And so I lived with my mother, and 

my brother lived with my father, and [06:00] I was going to public school until third grade when 

my second grade teacher told my mother to consider private school. So she applied. I went on 

scholarship to Sidwell, and it was a wonderful place to go to school, and I suppose if it had been 
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necessary we would have sent Sarah to private school also, but it was not necessary, and so we 

saved the money to spend it on Brown instead.  

 

MM: Yeah, yeah. So thank you. I like to just set, for our listeners, to get a little context and a 

picture as they begin to listen to these interviews. So you have early memories of stepping off 

that train and begin at Brown. What is your first memory, Sarah, of being on the campus? 

 

SM: Yeah, so in my freshman fall semester? 

 

MM: Your first time where you’re – the [07:00] first thing you can remember where it’s, you’re 

here. 

 

SM: Where I’m here, so maybe I should talk about when you – we came together. 

 

TL: Well, it’s up to you whether you wish to discuss your visit or your first time as a freshman. 

 

SM: Want to know that first time seeing the campus? 

 

MM: First time as a freshman. 

 

SM: First time as a freshman? 

 

MM: Where you’re actually now a student. 

 

SM: Yeah, what do I remember? So I did a peer orientation program, Excellence at Brown, 

which had us writing essays for no reason other than to practice writing essays for a, I guess like 

four to five days before the freshman orientation really started. What do I remember? I thought it 

was – It was definitely more – I remember thinking about Providence, and there were a lot of 

jokes about Providence before I showed up in the fall. And a lot of people were like, “You know, 

what is there to really do there?” I was like, “I’m not sure.” And I was a little worried because 

every time I told someone, “Oh yeah, I’m going to go to Brown,” that was [08:00] usually their 
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response, and so I remember getting here, and there was so much I felt like there was to do, and 

maybe that was just being a – you know, incoming freshman and feeling overwhelmed in a kind 

of nice way of there’s, you know, there’s so many different things and people and Thayer Street. 

I remember thinking Thayer Street was, you know, was a busy place to be. 

 

MM: That’s so interesting. 

 

SM: It’s like, you know, there’s a pizza place, and I was like, everything’s here. No, but I just, 

you know, I thought the campus was beautiful. I remember the Carrie Bell Tower. It was on the 

quiet green. I was like, wow, this place is so cute. 

 

MM: It is. It is beautiful. So let’s talk about – let’s set it up. Let’s do highs and lows. I really, I 

think, no matter how much you love your college there are these highlight moments, and there 

are more challenging moments. So let’s talk about highlights, and let’s talk about challenges if 

you want to. Maybe you don’t have any, but I want to hear those [09:00] memories about those 

rich moments, those best memories that you have, if you have them from your time here. 

 

TL: So it’s interesting, I’m here this weekend for the Black Alumni Reunion, which is something 

that began after, or under, I should say, President Ruth Simmons. You always have your class 

reunion, and I’ve been pretty consistent on the fives, so I came back for 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, but the 

one that I brought Sarah to was actually my first attendance at one of the Brown Alumni Black 

Student Reunions.  

And I found that to be absolutely fabulous because one very strong thread for me at 

Brown was the relationships that developed [10:00] with other African American students--we 

were Black then, but we’re African American now – that were in classes ahead of me and behind 

me, and that represented my core group. It wasn’t necessarily the lateral class friendships that 

made the most sense for me. I pledged a sorority, Delta Sigma Theta, and in fact, as part of this 

weekend the sorority celebrated 45 years. And Lambda Iota had a reunion that began on 

Thursday afternoon and ran through yesterday, and it represented a very large part of both my 

social and community service during my time at Brown.  
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So when you think back, I don’t know how often people think back and recall a class or 

recall turning in some paper and being so excited. [11:00] I believe most of the memories come 

from the social aspect and the friends that you make. I will say that I am currently friends with 

somebody who is not African American, who is Jewish, and I met her in freshman English, the 

first class, Elizabeth Cullen. We were walking back to the main green together and struck up a 

conversation. I then took a class, I believe my second year, on race, class, and ethnicity, and in 

that course I had to find somebody of a different background and interview them and compare 

and contrast, this is so Brown, three generations. And so I picked Elizabeth, and I learned all 

about her history and her family going back three generations and compared it [12:00] to my 

family going back three generations. 

Fast-forward and we both find ourselves in New York City. I’m attending NYU School 

of Medicine, and she’s attending NYU Law School. So we managed to maintain our friendship, 

which may sound like, well, why wouldn’t you? But this was of course before Facebook and 

Instagram and cell phones. So the mere fact that we actually found each other in New York City 

is impressive. We both finished college, I mean, medical school and law school, and then found 

ourselves in Washington DC. And we have continued our friendship that began after freshman 

English at Brown University. And she comes and spends with her family, her husband and their 

two children, Christmas with us every year. 

 

MM: Oh, that’s nice. 

 

TL: Why not? They don’t celebrate it otherwise, so they might as well come and celebrate it with 

us. So when I think of Brown I think of [13:00] my friendships, and I think of all of the 

wonderful social activities that I had, and I will say that – and we may get into it later – I 

mentioned that I’m here for the Black Student Alumni Reunion and how incredibly supportive 

that community was in the 1980s and how I feel it is different now for my daughter here on 

campus.  

 

MM: Let’s talk about it.  

 

SM: Yeah, well, can you elaborate on what exactly you meant by that? 
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TL: So the first thing that comes to mind is the fact that the African American fraternities and 

sororities don’t have the same presence on Brown’s campus now that they had in the ‘80s. We 

had four African American fraternities and three African American sororities.  

 

MM: That’s a lot. 

 

TL: I know, [14:00] right. Well, we weren’t huge. We weren’t at a historically Black college or 

university. We did still have a fair number of the students that were members of these 

organizations, and it drove a great deal of the social activities that occurred on the weekends. 

None of those organizations had houses. We weren’t big enough to have a house on Wriston 

Quad or anything like that, but we did have fundraisers to support the community service 

activities, and so it gave an outlet for you to know many of those other students in front and 

behind you. I don’t think that same social structure exists on the campus now.  

 

SM: Yeah, I think we only have – so we have Delta Sigma Theta, [15:00] which as you know is 

not as big as it was when you were here, and we have, I guess –  

 

TL: There’s one person in the sorority on the campus now. 

 

MM: In Delta? 

 

TL: In Delta. 

 

SM: Right, but technically it’s here. 

 

MM: That’s fascinating, OK. 

 

SM: And then there’s also the Kappas, who I think have a group combined with J Walter – 

Johnson and Wales and Providence College. It’s not specific just to Brown.      
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TL: I don’t think any of them were actually specific only to Brown. I think many of those were 

citywide chapters. 

 

SM: Oh OK, well, I think we still have a few Kappas now, but yeah, no, there’s no, you know, 

fraternity-sorority parties. There are no houses, and so we –  

 

MM: Have fraternities and sororities on the whole diminished? This is an area that I’m not 

overly familiar with. 

 

SM: That’s actually a good question. I don’t know the history that well, but I do think that I 

know a couple [16:00] have – a couple other ones that aren’t historically Black fraternities and 

sororities have – no longer exist on the campus, and I don’t know if that’s because of different – 

if it was sort of a punishment that the university ushered. But it’s actually funny, the – so I was 

giving – so I’m a tour guide, and I was giving a tour, and I had an alum on my tour, and he asked 

me, you know, he had his daughter with him, and he asked me, “Oh, you guys still have Spring 

Weekend?” And I was like, “Yeah, you know, we still have Spring Weekend, you know, the 

annual concert in April.” And he said, “Oh, do the fraternities still do the racing around the 

Wriston quad in the shopping carts wearing the togas?” [laughter] And I was like, “No.” 

 

MM: No. 

 

SM: “No, they don’t. You don’t do that anymore.” So I mean, that kind of speaks to the fact that 

it’s definitely a, you know, times have changed. Times have changed, but speaking to the Black 

community, I think, I mean, I think it’s very different [17:00] now, and I mean, just speaking 

exclusively to you know, I guess, the social nightlife, there’s, you know, only one of two places 

that will have a party. On any given night it’s either at the Harambee House, which often has our 

Black Student Union meetings, or I guess there’s Beta Omega Kai. So Beta Omega Kai is not an 

official like, historically Black nationally recognized fraternity. In fact, I think Brown students 

might have founded it themselves. But they live in the only house on campus, and so they often 

also will have parties, but those two parties never happen on the same night.  
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MM: That’s it. 

 

SM: You don’t have options if you’re trying to go to, say, a Black function. 

 

MM: So how do you feel that you find community or build community? Do you see that as a 

challenge at this point? 

 

SM: I think, I mean, I’ve been able to find community [18:00] at Brown, but I do think that the 

lack of – I mean, I don’t know if it’s fair to blame the lack of fraternities and sororities, but I do 

think there’s something, I feel like sometimes, missing where I feel like – and I don’t know. 

Maybe I should blame social media. I’m not entirely sure, but I do feel like the community is 

different, and that maybe you guys and your class were a little bit closer and a little bit more 

connected than say we are. 

 

MM: And were politics or political moments at the era in which you were at Brown or maybe 

now driving increased community or maybe now forcing people to diverge? So talk about that. 

Was there a sense of political movement involved in the community? 

 

SM: Do you want to go first? 

 

TL: Well, I was only going to say, because [19:00] there’s a big push this weekend regarding the 

African American students that did a – staged a walkout in December of 1968 to engage the 

university administration with trying to increase the numbers of African American students and 

increase the number of African American professors and administrators. And so Sarah asked me 

this morning, did I demonstrate back in the time that I was at Brown. And I said, well, I wasn’t in 

charge of organizing or instituting any particular rallies or demonstrations, but I did participate in 

some of them, and during my time at Brown the big issue that everybody coalesced around was 

attempting to get the university to divest from [20:00] South Africa. And there were some very 

largely attended rallies on the green during that time.  

I do feel that Brown University encourages that form of political expression, and I am 

glad for it. I’m also glad that Sarah’s here to experience it. It was interesting to me that her first 
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year there was a lay in? Is that what they called it? To try to change the definition of Columbus 

Day weekend and change the name. 

 

SM: Oh, I don’t remember how they demonstrated, but possibly. 

 

TL: I believe that’s what you told me.  

 

SM: I mean, I know there was a lay in to protest police brutality, but I don’t know if it –  

 

TL: OK, well maybe it was during that same year that it was going on. 

 

SM: Regardless it was successful.  

 

TL: It was successful. The name did change. [21:00] So that’s the local political memories that I 

have of my time at Brown. On the larger scale I believe that certainly what happens in the 

country does influence what the students are experiencing, and I will say that I am probably 

more attuned to what’s happening currently and how it has affected my daughter at the 

institution than I am very much aware of what was my experience back in the ‘80s. So I will let –  

 

MM: As a parent? 

 

TL: Yes, I will let her speak to it. 

 

SM: So sophomore year after the election there was definitely a shift on campus. I mean, it was – 

I guess I should say maybe from personal experience, but I –  

 

MM: Let’s back up. The election of – m? 

 

TL: Twenty-sixteen. 

 

MM: Of Donald Trump. 
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SM: Of Donald Trump. And I [22:00] felt as if all of a sudden myself and I think other people of 

color or other people belonging to other marginalized identities were looking for, I guess, friends 

who were socially aware and politically active and involved. 

 

MM: Allies. 

 

SM: Allies, exactly, and so there was a shift because there was, I guess, the conclusion that some 

individuals on campus may not be the allies that we needed after the election. And it was a very 

stressful, a very, honestly, like a very hopeless, depressing time to be on campus during that 

period. So friend groups were changing. 

 

MM: Did you have – if you are willing to share, do you have a memory of [23:00] a conversation 

where you were really like talking this out, and was it something where you thought, all these 

people are actually not going to stand up for us or with us? 

 

SM: Yeah, I mean, I remember it – so there was a protest on campus. I think it was the 

#ourcampus protest where we walked down and walked on – to University Hall, I think, and 

gave a list of demands. But I remember talking to someone who was essentially surveying the 

crowd and taking note of his friends in his hall that were not present. Like, mentally checking to 

see who was there and who was not, and it was so clear that to him that mattered so much, and it 

hurt – and I watched it hurt so much to have friends of his, his White friends, that were not there 

because they had homework, or they had soccer practice or something. And here we were, you 

know fighting [24:00] essentially for our lives. You know, a lot of us were campaigning for 

Black Lives Matter.  

So it was, I mean, it was a really hard time. I mean, it was difficult, and it was hard to – I 

mean, I remember I became very, I mean, I guess, radical in a sense. I remember calling Dad one 

time, and I was complaining about, you know, something that was going on. He was like, “What 

happened to your joy, Sarah? You used to be so happy.” And then I guess became so all 

consumed by the state of the world and everything wrong and all of the, you know, ways in 

which injustice was manifesting itself on the personal, individual to individual level, on the 
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institution level, on the societal level. But I think – and I think that was a very important year 

because I grew so much, and I had so many important discussions with people, and I got to know 

so many different groups on campus and so many communities formed out of that. [25:00]  

So it was an interesting time of like, you know, groups kind of falling apart, and other 

groups kind of coming together. And it was kind of good in that way, but junior year kind of 

came by, and I guess the time and, I don’t know, becoming a little bit more educated on the ways 

in which we can work towards, you know, reform and tackling these systems of oppression. It 

was a better time. 

 

MM: Did you find new, different allies? 

 

SM: Yes, yes I did. I found a lot of good people on campus that were very supportive. And I also 

was a little bit more involved. I became a little bit more involved in the student groups on 

campus, so for example last year I was a mentor in the Black Student Union. So I was a mentor 

to an undergraduate first year [26:00] student. And I started going to NAACP meetings, and so I 

think with involvement on campus and these different kind of groups that worked towards the 

same things that I felt were important was very helpful in my kind of healing process post-

election. 

 

MM: I think the election pulled back a curtain. I mean, it broke the world open, you know, but it 

pulled back a curtain. And we were just suddenly looking at everybody’s guts, and in all of its 

horror really, right, like, so that’s – I think it’s very important for us. I’m very happy that you’re 

here today to document the current, right. So this is – you’re probably one of the first – I think 

this may be the first interview that actually discusses Donald Trump, so you’re making oral 

history here in and of itself.  

OK, so we’re nearing in on 9:30, so I would actually [27:00] like to ask you a question 

about legacy. So this is between the generations. So what does it mean to you to be a Brown 

family, and what is the significance of passing that connection to the University down 

generationally? 

 

TL: You go first. 
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SM: I think, I mean, it’s a complicated sort of thing in my mind. I mean, I think it’s great 

because I’m here, and who knows how much it helped to have my mother have attended Brown. 

I think it’s great because I feel like it’s kind of special that my mom went here and that she has 

all these stories and that, for example, you mentioned Race, Class, Ethnicity. I took that class. 

Race, Class, Ethnicity in the Modern World, I took that last fall. And so in that way it’s very – 

it’s kind of incredible that I have the same kind of opportunity to attend this institution. [28:00] 

But I think at the same time it’s a little bit – I mean, I feel I guess there’s a little bit a sense of 

guilt in thinking about legacy and thinking about who on this campus – I mean, that privilege of 

just having families that one attended college because not everyone can say that is true for them.  

And then having a parent that attended an Ivy League Institution, I mean, that’s very 

prestigious, and then, you know, think about how I’ve – maybe my path had been a little bit 

easier having my mom attend an institution. I mean, it’s something I grapple with and something 

I think about, you know, who has access and who benefits from educational privileges. So I 

don’t know. 

 

MM: Do you have thoughts? 

 

TL: So I am very proud that Sarah was accepted and chose to attend Brown University. It is 

obviously my [29:00] alma matter, but it is also a wonderful warm spot in my heart, and I was 

especially pleased because we have three children, and my husband and I in Washington DC 

chose to work with the public school system; however, for my son that wasn’t always a good 

thing, and we opted in eighth grade to apply to private school for him. And he ended up going to 

Sidwell Friends. So I think that there was a discussion in our family about Jordan’s attendance at 

Sidwell Friends while the other two finished public school, and so when Sarah then went to 

Brown I was happy and relieved that I could then share this institution with her.  

 One of the pieces that I think is so pertinent to me is because my parents [30:00] were 

divorced and my mother was a secretary I went through Sidwell on scholarship, and I went to 

Brown University on scholarship, and so I’m thankful to both institutions, and as a result I was 

then in a position where both institutions, when they accepted my children, said, “Oh, you’ve 

done so well now there’s no need to help you.”  
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MM: Good luck. 

 

TL: So my daughter, the fact that she’s at Brown is a direct result of the fact that Brown accepted 

and assisted me in obtaining a college education. So yes, the legacy is important, and I am proud. 

And the only caveat that I wished had happened, although please don’t change anything, was that 

she would [31:00] graduate on the five with me, so we could attend all our reunions together. But 

we will accept ‘19, and we will not push it to ‘20.  

 

MM: Well so also let’s – I like to ask a little bit about women’s education and the fact that there 

– between the two of you there’s this great legacy of education for women. And I like to ask 

everybody I interview if you feel – if you felt at your time at Brown, maybe in your life now 

while you’re here on campus, you’re feeling connection to women’s movements, feminisms in 

any way, if you identify politically or if you did any organizing around women’s issues in 

particular while you were here or not. 

 

SM: I’ll let you go first. 

 

TL: No, me? 

 

SM: Yeah, yeah, yeah, you should start. 

 

TL: OK, [32:00] so there’s a very good friend of mine who I’m actually sharing a hotel room 

during this reunion, Michele Baker, now Richardson, whose job was, during campus, to work at 

the Sarah Doyle Center. And during her time at the Sarah Doyle Center her job was to facilitate 

dialogues because that too was a very Brown University thing to do. 

 

SM: Yes. 

 

MM: Consciousness raising, yeah. 
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TL: So I attended, because she was my friend and because the topics were interesting, these 

dialogues, and it was interesting to me because they frequently included White women and 

Jewish women and African American women. And conversations would cover a range of topics, 

but it was, what’s the right word? At times I felt that there [33:00] were conversations that were 

disingenuous because one woman in particular, and I don’t recall her name, which is probably a 

good thing, spoke about the fact that she felt guilty she came from so much privilege, that her 

parents had so much money, and that she didn’t want to be a part of such a large legacy of 

wealth, and she was wearing a pair of overalls and a torn tee shirt, and I sat there as a student on 

financial aid thinking that that had to be one of the most ridiculous positions I could ever 

imagine. And how did that at all matter when she went out to face the world? Because on the 

bus, should she ever take the bus, [34:00] nobody was ever going to look at her and target her 

because her family had money. And how did she really think that that could ever relate to being 

an African American woman who has to carry in public this very obvious difference.  

 

MM: It’s absurd  

 

TL: It is absurd. So when I think about feminism I have to acknowledge the intersectionality of 

being both African American and female, and I will say that for myself I strongly identified with 

being African American, still do, and I think I rated that up a little higher as a political 

importance for self-identification, and I believed for [35:00] many, many, many years and 

decades that that was the more discriminatory part of who I was. Fast-forward to 2016, and I had 

to change my perspective. I have now decided that sexism is worse and far more insidious in our 

culture than I had originally believed. And it is within the sexism of the election of 2016 where I 

found individuals who were of different groups who would vote for Obama twice but would not 

vote for Clinton once, and that was a very interesting dichotomy to me that I still have not 

completely worked out.  

 

MM: Did you attend the Women’s March, by any [36:00] chance? 

 

TL: No. 
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MM: OK. 

 

TL: We were driving Sarah back to college on that weekend in January because she was to start 

again on that Monday. So we left town on that inauguration and listened to it on the radio when 

we were in Providence that Saturday.  

 

MM: Can you I ask you to answer the same question? 

 

SM: Yeah, I mean, I definitely agree with a lot of what my mother kind of summarized. I echo 

the same sympathies. I mean, I don’t know if it’s very – if it something that should – I don’t 

know if we should really compare racism and sexism [laughter] and say one’s worse than the 

other; however, it is interesting to look at the past elections, and I think there’s something to be 

said about the 54 white women who voted for Trump. 

 

TL: Fifty-four percent. 

 

SM: Fifty-four percent, sorry, of women who voted for Trump and to think about –  

 

MM: Yeah, I wish it was only 54 women. 

 

SM: – to think about, you know, who of those white women [37:00] voted for Obama, and to 

think about how clearly the idea of feminism is not – does not really, I guess, hold true in the 

hearts of, you know, white women, in all white women. But I don’t know, in terms of my 

activism on campus, I think, I mean, as much as my mom kind of talked about it, I was more 

concerned with Black Lives, especially as it related to police brutality, the prison industrial 

complex as well, so – but I actually did – I mean, I obviously, I mean, not obviously. I guess I 

can’t say obviously, but I do identify as a feminist, and I really do care about women’s rights and 

yeah. 

 

MM: Thank you. So that’s – and the #MeToo movement. Do you have thoughts on the #MeToo 

movement before I move on, or [38:00] do you have any thoughts on that? 
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TL: I do have thoughts about the #MeToo movement. I think that it is a direct result of Donald 

Trump being elected president. I think that there was within the women who were supporting 

other candidates, and Clinton specifically, such a level of anger around the fact that Donald 

Trump could publically on tape accost a female and brag about it was just incredulous to many. 

And I don’t know if it was fully discussed or whether it was just time and the ground swell that 

occurred as a response, but I believe [39:00] that it has certainly grown and taken route, and I am 

sorry that anybody would have experienced anything like that, and I am curious to see what 

happens on Monday with Kavanagh and his accuser, whether or not that will ultimately bring 

him down and prevent him from achieving a position on the Supreme Court.  

I would have preferred that the reason he not be successfully elected to the Supreme 

Court or voted in, I don’t know what the proper term should be for the Senate, would be his 

positions judiciously. I would rather that be the reason he not be confirmed, but if this is the 

outcome is [40:00] the #MeToo movement has influenced that then I’m OK with it. I wish that 

women were able – that we were able to achieve parody without that being the mobilizing force.  

 

MM: That’s very insightful. So with our final minutes, we’ve just got about seven minutes, and I 

know that’s not a lot of time, but if you could please tell me a little bit about how you ended up 

using your Brown education maybe in your professional life, I just, for the record, want to know 

what happened next? What happened after Brown for you? And if you could just close by letting 

us know what your concentration is and a little bit about what you’re thinking next.  

 

TL: So I went from Brown University. I took a year off and worked at Black Entertainment 

[41:00] Television. Shout out to those in charge of Black Entertainment Television and Debra 

Lee. And then I went to New York University School of Medicine for medical school where I 

met my husband, and how do I use Brown? I use Brown education every day, every day in my 

interactions with individuals and with patients. I would like to think that I was given the type of 

liberal arts education that would teach me to always question sources, to look at the point of view 

of who’s talking, to question the goal of a particular picture on the front of a newspaper. It’s – I 

think it would be very difficult for me to actually tease out who I am and not [42:00] think that 

Brown helped to form that. So I use it every day.  
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MM: And for you? 

 

SM: So I am – I said I’m a senior. 

 

MM: Facing big change. 

 

SM: Yeah, graduating in May, which is bittersweet like I said. As of last semester I am an 

independent concentrator in narrative-based medicine, which is modeled or inspired by the 

preexisting field of narrative medicine, which was founded at Columbia University in the 

master’s program there. But essentially what that means academically is that I’m studying the 

stories of people and the context of illness, health, and medicine, and so the course work is a lot 

of biology and public health courses, but it’s also religious studies, [43:00] American studies, an 

anthropology blend. So I’m in a lot of cool courses. I’ve taken a lot of cool courses. My senior 

project I’m partnering with a breast cancer surgeon at Women and Infants Hospital. My senior 

project is I’m interviewing women with breast cancer and specifically looking at the role of 

spirituality in their lives. So I’m very excited about that, but I’m actually – so I’m planning to go 

to medical school as well, and I’m actually going to take a gap year in between, but it’s actually 

funny because I was like, you know, maybe – so NYU Medical School is obviously on the radar. 

 

TL: More now than it was before. 

 

SM: But I always felt, you know, maybe I could go to Columbia, switch things up so people 

don’t think I’m following exactly in my mom’s footsteps, and then NYU Medical School 

recently came out, the announcement that tuition is now free, and so it is going to be very 

difficult to not –  

 

MM: Really? 

 

TL: For every student. 
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MM: Whoa.  

 

SM: All students currently [44:00] enrolled and – (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

MM: How are they funding that? How is that – wow. OK, so you’re going to apply? 

 

SM: So I’m definitely going to apply, and hopefully I can follow in my mother’s footsteps is 

now the dream. 

 

MM: Wow, so when does that process begin for you? Does that –  

 

SM: Yeah, so I start applying in June. 

 

MM: Oh my word. OK. 

 

SM: It’s a full year of applications and hopefully interviews and then decision, so yeah.  

 

MM: Wow, wow, well, thank you so much. I think I’m going to wrap things up here. We’re right 

on the money for time. I want to just thank you so much for taking the time this morning on a 

busy weekend to sit with me for an hour and share your story. Your story now becomes part of a 

corpus of community of other interviews, over 200 of them. Since 1986 we started recording 

interviews. So your story is now part of the record, [45:00] and we’ll let you know when it’s 

streaming online. So thank you 

 

TL: Thank you. 

 

SM: Thank you.  

 

MM: OK.  

  

- END - 


