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Amanda Knox: Good afternoon. My name is Amanda Knox. I am the Pembroke Center Assistant 

Archivist at Brown University. It is Friday, May 1, 2020. It is 1:30 in the afternoon, and I am 

here today with another interviewee who is looking to share her story specifically about the 

COVID-19 pandemic and I would like to give her an opportunity to introduce herself now. 

 

Shibei Guo: Hi, my name is Shibei. Last name is Guo. Shibei Guo. I’m a senior at Brown. My 

concentration is applied math and computer science. I have a second concentration in economics 

as well. I originally come from China. I grew up in Wuhan, the epicenter of the pandemic. And I 

went to Singapore actually for my high school studies on a government funded scholarship for 

four years and a half and then after that, I moved to the US [1:00] for college. So I actually spent 

my freshman year at NYU, and transferred to Brown my sophomore year.  

 

AK: So – 

 

SG: And – 

 

AK: Sorry, go ahead. 

 

SG: Yeah. And I think I found my passion academically and also for meaningful relationships on 

campus, which I truly value and I think will be with me for the rest of my life. 

 

AK: Interesting. So can you tell me about why you decided to transfer to Brown? 

 

SG: Great question. A lot of people from Brown ask me that. One key reason, I guess, is, I guess 

the freedom of constructing the kind of education that you truly want to get out of the four years 
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that you spend during college. So I’m a very curious person. There [2:00] are a lot of fields in 

science that I wanted to explore during my freshman year, like even when I was in high school. 

So I originally applied for, I remember, math econ, when I entered college. And then, so second 

semester of my freshman year, I took this computer science course, which, like, just intrigued me 

and I went, just wanted to do this for a much longer period of my life, I guess. So, I was thinking, 

Oh, I want to do three concentrations and at NYU it’s not that it’s impossible, but I think the 

circumstances there, like given the curriculum and requirements, like makes it very hard.  

I think the second reason is definitely the people. So I feel that NYU, of course, is a great 

school, [3:00] however, the setting is much more urban than that of a usual college setting. So for 

me, like coming from a foreign country, being in an urban setting where people have like smaller 

groups of social circles instead of like a bigger community, like just made it harder for me to 

form friendships like more naturally. So I feel like at Brown, like it’s very, it’s very collegial. It’s 

very, I think there’s a heavy emphasis on community. So I think that is actually the kind of 

college experience that it wanted. I mean, I didn’t know before I tried the other guys, but after 

that, I knew that I wanted a different kind of experience. And also I have a really good friend 

who’s one year ahead of me, and she also transferred from Columbia to Brown. So, [4:00] I think 

she has like similar reasons. She wanted more community, she wanted like closer knit 

community, and also greater academic freedom. 

 

AK: And can you tell me why you decided to come to the United States for your college 

education? 

 

SG: Also great question. So, so I’ve, so I came to Singapore for my high school studies. I think 

Singapore is a great country. I’ve received high quality education there, actually went to one of 

the best schools on the island, and I learned English. I had a very rigorous high school 

curriculum, I did A levels and I had friends, but it just felt that towards the end of like, the last 

year of my college year, I was thinking about – [5:00] high school year – like I was thinking 

about college options. I was, I applied to schools in the UK, in the US, and locally in Singapore. 

So I actually got offers from all three places, but it just felt to me that Singapore, like it’s a small 

island country, it’s highly developed. It’s very ordered. It’s very, like orderly. It’s very, I think, I 

think it’s a very it’s a, it’s a city with a with a lot of, I think a city with a lot of like, if you like, 
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like a lot of A’s across all categories. And I felt that it’s, like statistically speaking, it’s a city 

with a very high average score and a very small variance. [6:00] But I felt that for the US, to me 

that it’s a much larger country. There is greater inequality. And then there is much, much greater 

variance across all dimensions in terms of culture, in terms of just socio economic status across 

the society. Also, like, I guess life experiences, the types of college education all over the 

country. So I wanted to explore more, more like more possibilities. Some of my reasons. Yeah. 

 

AK: And back to Brown.  

 

SG: Yeah.  

 

AK: Do you, what are some of your earliest memories of your time on campus because I don’t 

think we’ve mentioned this yet, you are a senior now graduating this month, I guess. [7:00] 

Congratulations. What are some of your earliest memories of being on campus? 

 

SG: So the earliest memory was actually IMP. I think it’s International Student Mentorship 

Program, if I remember correctly. We had like, lots of activities like treasure hunt, like kind of 

thing, like we had like teams. And then we had just group activities. There are like the usual, 

like, bonding kind of activities, but then there are also the types that are more like, soul 

searching, like we share the reasons why we all transferred. I think also the international student 

transfer group, like they deliberately put us together, I guess to just because we have more like 

shared experiences. I think, I think the time that we actually shared our reasons [8:00] to transfer 

was actually pretty memorable. Like I felt like people transferred for very diverse reasons. And 

they came from very diverse backgrounds. There are a few who I think are resumed 

undergraduate education after a few years of employment and even marriage. So, but I think that 

there is still like, there are still things common about people who, people at Brown, and people 

who transfer to Brown. I didn’t know exactly what it was, but, and I still cannot like name it 

exactly, but I feel like there’s something that connects us all together.  

 

AK: Yeah, absolutely. Now you also were on campus, or probably on campus, for the [9:00] 

2016 presidential election. Do, were you following that at all while you were in the States? Was 
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that something you were invested in in any way? Do you have memories of the campaigns and 

the election? 

 

SG: Definitely. So that was my freshman year in college. I was actually still at NYU.  

 

AK: NYU, OK. 

 

SG: And for my freshman seminar, I don’t know why, but I took a freshman seminar on the 

name is [inaudible] for democracy. Yeah. So – 

 

AK: How fortuitous. 

 

SG: My professor, he’s a visiting professor, and he was, he, actually he was, during the time he 

was teaching he was still a member of the New York City Council, and his wife was running – 

and his wife was actually working for Hillary Clinton’s campaign. And then for the entire 

semester, I think we talked about tactics [10:00] politicians use in their campaigns and also 

maybe just the, like political system in general in the United States. And also, we talked a lot 

about the ongoing election. I think it was pretty interesting that throughout the semester, so my 

professor was democratic, and then throughout the semester, I think he was so sure that Hillary 

Clinton was like, going to win, like maybe with 99% probability. And then he was sort of just 

trying to analyze the motivation of Trump running a campaign that he could not possibly win. 

And then he was analyzing, like, okay, why is he still gaining media attention, and analyzing the 

psychology of [11:00] like people who support Trump, and also maybe the making like some, 

like other, other than political motives behind, like his campaign. And then came the results. I 

think it was the, so the result actually came I think one day before the last meeting of the class, 

and then my professor showed up 45 minutes late to the final class. So, I guess, because he was 

so sure for the entire semester and then the result came out, I remember that night. So Wall Street 

Journal, there was a probability of winning, so blue for Hillary Clinton, red for Donald Trump. 

And then it was just this like, x shaped like probability like go down and out. [12:00] And the 

next day the professor came. I think he was shocked. I think being a politician himself, he didn’t 

realize how divided this country is, and how, like what we read and what we perceive is like 
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merely, I think, a partial reflection of partial truth. And I think it was shocking to me that he was 

shocked. So, and then I think at NYU, I think there were some mock elections as well. Just 

during that period of time. And I think there was one college that in which like, I think after the 

election, like Trump actually won the popular vote, [13:00] and it was the business school at 

NYU. And I think all the other schools, the result was the other way. So, everyone was very 

emotionally, emotionally affected. And I remember my English professor just told everyone that 

this is a very difficult time emotionally for everyone and like, I remember he was being more 

lenient on deadlines and class performance just during that specific week or two weeks, I guess. 

So, I think it was pretty, like for me, like as an international student, and as someone who’s like 

just new to the political system here, and I’ve learned like how the selection stuff works during 

that class right, I think it was pretty shocking to me. I think this thing like shattered my whole 

idea about [14:00] democracy, what democracy means. I mean, I didn’t know what like Electoral 

College was, but turns out that it’s not one person one vote and I was shocked as well. So, I 

learned a lot throughout the process. But I also, it sort of also changed a lot of my presumptions 

about democracy and representation, about how a president should be like. Yeah.  

But I think that kind of involvement that I felt as an international student also was very 

memorable because where I came from, you sort of know who is going to be next leader five 

years prior to like that leader taking a seat, like normally in previous terms, [15:00] I’m not sure 

about future. But and also like people were more, people are in a different state of mind. I think 

that people start to, people like sort of accept who is the new leadership in the cabinet and then 

they will sort of react to the status quo instead of say like affecting who gets the seat. So like all, 

a lot of people say like in China the campaign happens after you get the seat. Which I think it’s, I 

used to, like I know like other of Western like, Western views and also like the kind of education 

I received is also mostly like from Western like point of [16:00] view. I felt like there is still like 

some level of checks and balances, even in a more authoritarian kind of society that I live in. 

Yeah, so, yeah. And also like throughout the election I found actually a lot of similarity between 

the Chinese and American society.  

 

AK: Really? 

 

SG: Yeah.  
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AK: Would you mind elaborating on that? 

 

SG: First in terms of how divided we are. So there are I think there is this like growing trend of 

like populism just around the world. I think that not only happens here, but also in Asia, in 

Europe. So that is one thing. I think the other thing [17:00] is that I felt that – I used to think that 

in the US, if you get to vote, then you get to voice out your opinion. And then it sort of turns out 

very different. People’s views are strongly affected by what kind of things they read, who they 

associate with. There are just this very divided blocks of society that hardly talk to each other. 

They just hold their own views, and then those views become like stronger and stronger. I think 

it’s very similar to situations in China. Like, I think US and China actually very similar [18:00] 

in certain ways, although like the cultures are different but, [coughing] excuse me. But I think 

how the side is made up, I don’t think it’s very, very different. Yeah. 

 

AK: That’s fascinating. Thank you for commenting on that. To turn, turn to COVID-19 a little 

bit, the first thing I want to ask is are, you’re, you’re recording from the United States right now?  

 

SG: That’s right. Yeah. From Providence. 

 

AK: Okay. Do you have any memories of things on campus that you would do or see or 

participate in that you’re missing now that the campus is closed, and maybe you weren’t 

expecting to miss it as much as you are? 

 

SG: I think Spring Weekend.  

 

AK: Really?  

 

SG: Yeah. So I missed it the last two times. I was here, [19:00] actually, I was there last time. I 

bought a ticket, but it was I remember it was raining and I just came in for like 20 minutes and I 

left. Didn’t really have a real like experience of lying on the main green listening to the concert. I 

think that’s something that I missed. And of course, the commencement. Also my yearbook 

photo, which I registered too late and my appointment got cancelled.  
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AK: Oh, no. 

 

SG: Yeah. I think I still have a chance to upload a photo of my own. So I still get to appear in 

that yearbook fortunately. Yeah. And I think another thing that I miss, maybe not specifically to 

Brown, maybe I would want to just say goodbye to like in person to my friends and my 

professors, [20:00] like the time that I leave college, yeah. 

 

AK: So that that is something I’m going to want to come back to because that’s definitely 

something we’ve been consistently hearing through our interviews. But if we can go to the 

beginning. Now, being from Wuhan, your recollection of your first moments hearing about 

COVID-19 and coronavirus are probably very different from a lot of us. So would you mind 

talking about that a little bit?  

 

SG: Sure. So I first heard about it from like a WeChat group. So WeChat is sort of something 

similar to Facebook Messenger, like chat app in China. Everyone has an account. And then 

families usually have like groups and things like that. So like in the family WeChat group, one of 

my relatives posted like this like very grainy [21:00] picture of us a screenshot of another 

WeChat group that’s supposedly a group of doctors. And they were saying that, “Confirmed 

cases of SARS.” Actually like, this SARS is like, very similar to like the, the two kind of viruses 

that are similar. So, and the symptoms too. And then that relative’s actually reminding everyone 

of, just take care, wear masks. I think it was when did it come back to Wuhan? I think it was 

either late December, early, I think it was late December or early January when there, there were 

that kind of rumors circulating [22:00] in Wuhan. And I think the number of cases were actually 

increasing just gradually, like three and then like another day maybe like 15 and then increase to 

41. So I think it was really early January, I think it’s, I forgot if it was like the fourth or the fifth 

of January, but then there were like significant, there were like meetings of significance, political 

importance that happened in my city and for the province because my city is the capital city of 

my province. So that meeting just lasted for two weeks. And then for the period of the two 

weeks, the number of confirmed cases did not increase. I mean, only hindsight people actually 

notice this trend [23:00] because during a period like the, I think that most of the media coverage 

and, are actually about that meeting because it’s pretty important and there are definitely people 
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who took this Coronavirus seriously. I know like one specific hospital who like, now that the, 

now that the situation’s getting better and there’s no like severely ill patient in Wuhan already, 

like people are [compounded?] and find out that this hospital actually there’s this is like the 

hospital that treated the most patients successfully and got the least of their medical stuff 

affected. It was the general hospital of Wuhan. I think they sort of were trying to take control of 

the situation during that period when the media was quiet, and they were trying very hard to 

reach out to [24:00] the local government and the central government to actually contain this 

issue, I think. I think their work was very impressive, and that they managed to get the attention 

of the people. I think maybe not first the people. They actually managed to get attention of the 

government because people were still like, thinking that it’s not a big deal. Just like how I guess 

most of the American people first reacted to the coronavirus in February, I guess. So the 

government started to take measures. They started to compile data daily. And then there were 

pictures of all the medical staff and like those protective gears and suits, and then people were 

slowly realizing that [25:00] this is something important. I think by the day that I left Wuhan for 

school, I think it was 21st of January, over half of the people on the street were wearing masks. 

 

AK: So could I stop you there for a moment? Were you in Wuhan when you got the WeChat 

from your family?  

 

SG: Yes. 

 

AK: Or were you in the United States?  

 

SG: I was in Wuhan. 

 

AK: So what were you thinking when you got that chat? Were you, was it concerning or not as 

much? 

 

SG: It was not, because like, it’s usually like that kind of family group. And then a lot of the fake 

news was sort of like circulate just randomly online, and then maybe your relatives that, the 

relative that you don’t really know, will just like, post it, and then you would think that they are 
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like older people who believe in online news [26:00] too easily because they grew up in sort of 

the period where traditional media were, like more authoritative, like, usually like, gets their 

attention. So yeah, so I think not that many people took it seriously until the government actually 

took action and warned people. And I was actually on, so, so I was flying back to the US for, for 

school. I flew on 21st and then I was told that there will be like, temperature like checking. So 

just at the airport, I think there, I think there was, but I didn’t see like very strong measures. And 

I transferred flights in Japan. I think there were already confirmed cases in Japan, but I didn’t see 

any like, [27:00] strong like check, like measures or like giving all people a checking, travelers. 

And then I came back to the US the night, I think on 22nd of January. And the 23rd I think was 

the first day of school. I got news that my city was locked down. 

 

AK: What was that like?  

 

SG: All of a sudden I was like, oh, like, I almost wasn’t able to go back to school. 

 

AK: So were you glad that you were able to leave when you did? What, had it occurred to you 

that maybe your city would be locked down when you were leaving to come back to school?  

 

SG: No, no. 

 

AK: No. 

 

SG: I didn’t know that it would be as severe because by the time I leave, the number of cases 

were like, increased from like 41 to like 80 or something. There was 41 on the fifth, round like 

the 5th, [28:00] and then was 80 something on 20, 21st, or even less than 80. So I think the data 

wasn’t that accurate by then, because the standard of confirmed cases actually changed in 

February in Wuhan. So you see, like, in February, there was one day when that number just 

spiked because they changed the recognition standard. So it wasn’t that concerning to me and my 

family until I knew that my city was locked down. 
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AK: And what did that feel like to have to go to class knowing that your family is back home in 

Wuhan locked down? 

 

SG: That was very bad. So I was constantly checking news every day. And then there were, there 

were like, it was mostly just really sad news about the whole fam, like [29:00] whole families in 

Wuhan, their last being taken away. And then nobody was there to actually attend the funeral 

because the whole family, and also because of the coronavirus, actually the whole funeral service 

in Wuhan is like, just temporarily stopped. And then there are cases when medical staff who 

risked their lives saving people got infected. And then I remember this one specific case where I 

think it was the head of a hospital in Wuhan, and then his wife is a head nurse in another 

hospital. And that she was, so the husband got infected, but then the wife, [30:00] she’s a nurse 

herself, but she had to save other patients instead of caring for her husband. And then it was only 

during the last few days before her husband passed away that she was able to, like, accompany 

him. And there’s a video online of like, when the husband’s body was taken away, like in the car 

and she was just crying and running behind the car because she’s not able to follow because of 

the quarantine measures, like even for the bodies. So it was, it was very, it was very sad. And 

then there were also like, videos of people like in hospitals, because everyone was panicking. 

Everyone was rushing to hospitals.  

I think on one hand, like there’s a lot of sad news, that for me, like I know that these 

people [31:00] just lived close to my home. I know like they could be my neighbors. And then I 

think on the other hand, there are voices online that are questioning some of the government 

measures. So I think during this coronavirus, I don’t know, I see a lot, I see a lot more voices 

serving like checks and balances for the government and more specifically actually the local 

government because I think during this pandemic, like I think the local government actually 

reacted a little bit slowly and then – So I remember like that general hospital, like the star 

hospital in Wuhan during this pandemic, like, they actually were able to reach out to higher 

levels of government to actually seek more effective measures. [32:00] So there are voices online 

just criticizing some of the, some of the measures, or like some of the slower like reactions, sort 

of off the local government. And then at the very, I think, like at the end of February, a new 

mayor and the new governor was actually appointed for my city and province.  
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AK: Wow. 

 

SG: So – 

 

AK: Was that, was that due, or was that as a result of the result of the pandemic? 

 

SG: So it was just an immediate change of personnel.  

 

AK: Wow. 

 

SG: So yeah, so I felt like this is in no way possible. Like this is very like, I think it’s like it’s not 

that there’s no possibility, but it’s very [33:00] not likely, in a sort of a Western style democratic 

society where you have to start a whole process to get someone to be elected, like in the office. 

And but in that kind of just emergency situation where you just need more effective leadership, I 

think was actually the right change that I think my city and my province needed.  

 

AK: And so – 

 

SG: I see that, I think was interesting that I see that people’s voices are being heard. 

 

AK: In China?  

 

SG: Yeah.  

 

AK: Really? More than usual do you think? 

 

SG: There’s a pretty like, quick reaction. I know that in this pandemic there are people who are 

losing their lives and then there’s definitely like, okay, who gets the ventilators? Who gets 

treated first? There’s a lot of this small things that, [34:00] you know, you can’t, you know that 

there’s imperfections, there will be imperfections in this kind of judgments on a micro level. But 

I feel that what is reflected, like during this time is that people’s hearts are together. Like they all 
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want to fight this together. And then we’re willing to make sacrifices. People don’t go out. No 

one went out during that period of time other than people who needed to help other people. So I 

think it was pretty touching. And then just on a macro level, I feel that people’s voices are being 

heard, and measures are actually taken. 

 

AK: And you don’t have to answer this if you don’t want to, but was your family impacted by 

the virus? [35:00] 

   

SG: Fortunately no. So, but my grandparents are actually living in an elderly care place. I believe 

it was infected, impacted and was – Yeah, they’re, I think the elderly people who are like the 

group that is most, like, most prone to the coronavirus event because I went back home and he 

moved from that like elderly care center to my, to my house. And then he stayed at home like 

with me, and then also during Chinese New Year which happened just right after I left. So yeah, 

because it was so close. It’s just I know that there are really sad cases that happened in that 

elderly care center which I, like I visited so many times. [36:00] It’s just so close to, it’s so close 

to me and my family.  

 

AK: Yeah. Well, I’m glad everybody was well, and hopefully are still well. But now at this point 

in the timeline, you’re at school. And there comes a point where it’s clear that this is coming to 

the United States and what are you thinking at that point? 

 

SG: I think that we were not cautious enough. So I started wearing masks to classes I think 

actually two weeks before Brown actually stopped classes. And then people were looking at me. 

And then I think I wore it for a few days and people were looking at me and I took it off because 

people were looking at me. And then [37:00] I remember like after that announcement that 

classes will go virtual and we have to go home – So there’s one house just opposite my, the place 

I live, they have like huge, like gatherings and parties. Then I just felt that people are not 

cautious enough. So I called public safety. So I tried to, I don’t know, like, if that’s the right 

thing to do to sort of, like, disrupt someone else’s party by calling public safety, but at that point, 

knowing that how severe this thing can go – 
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AK: Yeah, absolutely. I don’t blame you.  

 

SG: And that risk. So I just, I thought that is the right thing at that point to do. 

 

AK: And what happened? Did they come and break up the party? 

 

SG: Yeah, I think they did. Yeah. 

 

AK: I know when Mary had interviewed Shuyan, Shuyan had [38:00] talked about a moment 

where she was criticized from someone in their car because she wasn’t wearing a mask. And she 

commented on how there, one, one of the many cultural differences is that in the United States, 

people don’t wear masks when they’re ill or otherwise. So have you found like a cultural 

component to criticisms or a racial component, I guess really, to criticisms of you wearing masks 

or not wearing masks while you’re around town. 

 

SG: Not so significantly among the student population. But I think there are people just in 

Providence [39:00] that sometimes do like weird actions just towards like Asian population in 

general, not because you’re wearing a mask. I mean, not only because you’re wearing masks.  

 

AK: Right. And I didn’t, I didn’t mean to diminish the, the issue by framing it that way.  

 

SG: Yeah, but I thought that among the Brown population I didn’t feel it, but I think maybe just 

in the US in general because I know that I mean, we’re in we’re in a school setting. Everyone is 

receiving higher education. And I think people know like how to make right judgement – I think 

people know how to judge their own judgments. They, they like, [40:00] they, they evaluate their 

judgment before they act, but I think a lot of people in society don’t. They, sometimes they’re 

not aware of like, what kind of prejudice or judgment they’re basing their actions off of. So yeah, 

I think it’s understandable. I, there is no like real harm caused on me or my friends. But I feel 

that maybe, I mean, this thing exists in every, like almost every place in the world, just, I guess 

prejudice against things that are not important, that you can’t control. And prejudices [41:00] that 

are just ungrounded. I mean, it happens. I mean, I’ve lived in like different countries. It happens 
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everywhere. I mean, it’s not only like ethnicity or race, it could be something else. Could be your 

accent, could be, it could be your, it could be your body, it could be what you eat in certain 

settings. So, yeah. 

 

AK: So tell me about when you learned that Brown was asking students to leave campus and the 

semester was going to finish online. What, what were you thinking and feeling and what 

decisions were you trying to make at that time? 

 

SG: So for me, I know that students are encouraged to go home [42:00] if they have a home in 

the United States, which I don’t as an international student. So for me at that point I was thinking 

about whether to go home or stay here in my apartment in Providence. So for me the answer was 

almost immediately a no, I won’t go back because I think at that time Wuhan hasn’t recovered 

fully yet. And then, but, but at that time, China, Wuhan was already sort of closing it’s, China 

was already like almost closed, starting to close the borders, and like just having very strict 

measures for people who enter the country. Like, you need to be quarantined for 14 days at a 

hotel near the airport before you can actually enter China’s territory. [43:00] And I was thinking 

about, of course, my post-graduation plans. Like if I go back after that series of checks and 

process, I might get infected during that time, like just during the trip home. And then after that, 

what happens? I might not be able to re-enter the states again for my post-graduation plan. Or 

like staying in Wuhan, or like just the United States, the situation could be could be getting 

worse. And then I could just stay in Wuhan forever. How am I going to complete my studies? I 

think will make it all very challenging because there’s a 12 hour time difference. So I had to like 

wake up at midnight every day to do all my work. I think it was, it sounded not so possible for 

me at that point. [44:00] And then for me as, I’m a senior, I’m very lucky that I’m living off 

campus so I still have a place to stay. For my friends, those I have, I still have friends who are 

living on campus. I think Brown in very, doing a very good job making sure that students who 

need to stay on campus have access to safe accommodation and food. So I think that’s very 

important in ensuring that they can still perform academically without worries about 

accommodation and food security. I also have friends who traveled home to China to like, to 

finish off semester. And they just wake up midnight do classes. Yeah. 
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AK: Wow. That’s tough. That’s, wow. Would you mind talking about what your [45:00] post-

graduation plans are and if they’ve been impacted by the pandemic? 

 

SG: Sure. So, for me personally, I am going to move to Chicago to work as a trader. And then I 

think, I don’t think it’s, there’s a lot of uncertainty still in my career like plans. I was meant to 

actually start in August. Given the situation now, I think August sounds like, does not sound like 

a super optimistic time to actually start working in the office like on a trading floor where people 

gather around a huge room. So most likely, I’ll start virtual. So it’s my first full time job [46:00]   

And I’ll start that virtually. 

 

AK: Well, congratulations on, on having that job. I think that’s wonderful and it’s definitely 

something to look forward to in these times where things aren’t always so optimistic.  

 

SG: Yeah. I know that I have friends whose full time job offers cancelled, or internship offers 

got cancelled, or people who are actually going to graduate school are considering whether to 

defer for a year or half a year because class will go virtual, most likely. So, and even for me, 

there’s a lot of uncertainty because as an international student, like, there are restrictions, work 

permits, which I’m still waiting for to come and there’s restrictions on their terms for my work 

permit to be valid and if I wait for too long to officially start work, or if I don’t fulfill that [47:00] 

number of hours, then I, the situation will just become harder. I think it’s a challenging time for 

all of us. I think I’m very lucky that I still have a job. I really appreciate what I have still, and I 

really hope that my friends who have even greater uncertainty than I do will actually sort of 

decrease their level of uncertainty. 

 

AK: So I just have a couple of more questions for you on the topic of challenges. There are 

obviously so many challenges to you being here right now. What has been the most challenging 

thing for you to deal with through you know, having to live this pandemic in multiple different 

ways, what has been the hardest part for you? 

 

SG: I think the hardest part has been [48:00] trying to – I think the hard, hardest part has been 

trying to overcome anxiety. So I think over half of my college career is just filled with 
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overwhelming anxiety actually, now that I think about it. And then having to perform 

academically, having that pressure to having to perform academically while you have a lot of 

anxiety and worries is very challenging. I remember last semester I was also in a very similar 

situation, not about the pandemic, but I was worrying about something else. And then I think that 

constant worry just, I think [49:00] took up a lot of my, a lot of computational space in my brain 

that made it very hard for me to focus on classes. It was, I had my worst academic performance 

in college last semester. I think that, I think I’m still thinking about and reflecting constantly 

about what I could have done better last semester. But the core reason mostly is just I think 

mental conditions. And this semester there’s the pandemic, which I think affected my thoughts. I 

think it just, like it just took us so much of my thoughts in the earlier half the semester and, a also 

it’s a personal thing [50:00] that because I didn’t do so well last semester, I think. and that 

constant like reflection caused a lot of anxiety, too. So I think it’s the most challenging thing 

having to deal with anxiety. 

 

AK: And would you like to make any comments about how Wuhan is doing now at the very 

beginning of May 2020? 

 

SG: Sure so, Wuhan opened up officially I think on April 17 when people could go out. People 

can go out to work, to shopping malls, to restaurants. I think the schools hasn’t opened yet, but it 

will be open very soon. And I think people now are much more cautious. [51:00] They’re still 

wearing masks, they, the level of economic activity, not just resume as like, like what it was 

before the pandemic. But I think people are still working very hard now that they get back to 

work. They’re working very hard people. They’re cherishing their lives, appreciate what they’re 

doing, and people around them much more. I now chat with my mom more often than I did in the 

previous years that I was in college. I think there’s much, there’s definitely much stronger 

bonding with families after this very hard period. And [52:00] there are also a lot of lessons that 

people have to learn. So when there are signs of warning, you take it seriously. And also doctors 

are very important. So there is, so in China, the situation for doctors are also very different than 

it is in the United States. So in China, it is very hard to become a doctor. You have to go through, 

I think, at least like eight years of training. So people usually, doctors start in undergrad as 

medical students, and then they have to do masters and PhDs. They have to rise through the 
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ranks to become a qualified, like, doctor. But because of the healthcare system in China and, 

mostly, it’s still like most, [53:00] mostly public sector, so doctors are not paid as much as they 

are in maybe other developed countries. So they’re like, they receive sort of like an average or a 

little above average pay. Where like, I think in a lot of the developed countries doctors are, 

doctor is like one of the most high paid, high, highest paying jobs. And in that kind of situation, 

the, it’s still very selective and very hard to become a doctor. And it is only really the people 

who are the smartest and had the greatest heart that become doctors because they could be, they 

could be someone else. They could make more money, they could, they could do a lot, a lot of 

other things, but they chose to help people while living a radically more modest life. But, [54:00] 

but then there’s this weird trend in China going on in recent years that patients who are not 

satisfied with the kind of medical treatment they get, they go and harm doctors. So literally there 

are cases where they take knives, they go straight to this doctor, and they would just do harm on 

them. So several cases already happened. And the sole reason is being that the doctors are too 

busy because there are so few doctors and so many patients in those public hospitals that this 

doctor may just be spending a very short time with the patient. And then sometimes doctors very 

busy so they can’t be like 100% nice all the time. And then the patient I mean, this, this not does 

not happen to all patients [55:00] because of the situation now, there are just tragedies happening 

to doctors. And yeah, and like this even happened in the pandemic once. So, I think that after, 

just after this pandemic, I definitely believe that people will appreciate doctors much more, and 

actually during the pandemic there are volunteer team seems in Wuhan, like they just make food, 

provide accommodation for doctors in Wuhan and doctors who traveled from other places in 

China to Wuhan to support, to support the patients and the doctors in Wuhan. I think that that, 

that will, that will just really be a, like a great shift in sentiment. 

 

AK: So [56:00] if someone were to listen to this interview tomorrow, what is one thing you 

would want them to know? And if they are listening to this interview 50 years from now, what is 

something you want them to know? 

 

SG: My generation or someone younger than me like college?  

 

AK: Anybody.  
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SG: Brown students that – 

 

AK: Yeah, you could do Brown students then. 

 

SG: I think that we’re living in a very interesting time. There’s like drastic just shifts in 

technology, world order, and it’s a very chaotic time as well. [57:00] But I actually feel lucky to 

be able to experience it as a graduating senior. I think that whatever happened, this like, the start 

of this year will actually leave a mark on my life. I think it will actually affect whatever I do for 

the rest of my life. And I, and I really appreciate that it’s a very difficult time, but I’m able to, 

like, overcome the challenges together with my friends at Brown. Most of them are still here. 

And I think really, like, people who go through all this with you, like you’ll really be friends, 

best friends for the rest of your life. So I would say to people who hear this 50 years later, hi, my 

friends. [58:00] I hope we’re still friends. And then maybe for, for Brown students, then I would 

say that just cherish people around you. 

 

AK: That’s beautiful. So you may have already said it, but finally, is there anything else that you 

want to share in your interview today that we have not yet gotten the opportunity to address? 

 

SG: Actually, yes. So, I’ve been following a company called Zoom in recent days, not only 

because I’m using it daily, but also because I have like shares in that like, I hold some shares.  

 

AK: That was wise. 

 

SG: So, [59:00] I think there is a lot of, so Zoom is company founded by a Chinese immigrant 

who grew up in China and received college education in China. He’s a very successful 

entrepreneur in Silicon Valley. And he does hire a lot of engineers back in China, which raised a 

lot of concerns about the level of security in place in the software. And from a personal 

perspective, I believe that a company, a technology company that has grown so well and offered 

it so effectively, created by a genius, would most likely have the right values and would really 

[1:00:00] put, like anyone, any enterprise, just really wise enough will actually put their future 

opportunities and the good they can bring to the world before any, like just money they can 
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make. So, for whatever motives, so I really think that maybe like this kind of accusations are 

they racist? Or are they purely just comments from business competitors in other countries? I 

think it’s a very interesting question. [1:01:00] 

   

AK: Well, thank you so much for your time today. I really appreciate it. This interview is going 

to be incredibly valuable to all of our listeners and researchers who come to us from across the 

world. So thank you for being brave enough to share your story today. 

 

SG: Thank you so much, Amanda. 

 

--END-- 


