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C. Lockery: I would like to start with just a few years before 

you went off to college. And we will see where we will go from 

there. Now, where did you grow up? 

0:00 

In providence. 

C.L. I What was it like growing up there? 

Well it was a • . • very nice place as far as I was • • . con

cerned. I've always liked Providence. I think it·s a fine city. 

I went to school there. I went to ••• let's see ••• my mem

ory is • • • so poor. I can see the school; I can't think of 

its name. And then I went to Classical High School. I graduated 

from Classical, and then went to Brown. 

O:JC 

C.L. I Did you like living there in Providence? 

Oh yes, very much. I had a very happy ••• youth and childhood. 1:00 

~, What sort of neighborhood did you live in? 

A very nice neighborhood. • • • One of the owners of the Boston 

Store lived right across the street f~om us. And ••• our next-

door neighbor was a .•• millowner: Mr. Greeves. You know of 

the Crown-Worcester mills. But he owned the Crown-Worcester Mills. 

And ••. it was a nice little neighborhood. 

l:JO 
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C.L.. Why did you decide to go to college? 

Well my ••• my family is •.• education oriented, I would say. 

They believed in good education. . . . Several members of my 

• • . family went to Brown. My father was very anxious 

that his family should graduate from college. My older sister 

graduated from Brown in 1910..•. My brother went to U.R.I., 

not to Brown.
1 

2100 

21)0 

C.L .• 

time? 

Was it common for women to want to go to college at that 

Do you say"••• to want to go to college"? 

Yes, to want to go. 

Ha...• I'm sure it was common for women to want to go. I'm 

not so sure it was common for them to gQ •••• It was ex

pensive even in those days in comparison with what men get as 

salaries. So that ••• if there were several in the family, it 

was more common for the sons to go than for the daughters to go. 

For I'm sure that there were many, many girls who wanted to go 

to college who were unable to financially. 

):00 

)1)0 

C.L .• · Were your parents supportive of your going to college? 

Yes, very much so. 
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C.L.. Why did you choose Pembroke, 

University? 

the Women's College in Brown 

Well, I imagine its •.• [what] most people did at that time. 

It was local, therefore not so expensive. It has an excellent 

reputation, of course, • . • as far as the faculty was concerned, 

. . • and the environment. And we just didn't think there was 

any better place than Brown. 

4s00 

4:30 

C.L.. Do you remember what the campus looked like then? 

Oh ••. yes. I don't think the campus has changed that much. 

The same buildings [were'there] ••. ' . Manning Hall and University 

Hall. • The John Hay was fairly new~ I spent a great deal of 

time at the John Hay. The women's campus wasn't very much. There 

was Pembroke Hall and a couple of dormitories. Miller'Hal1 and 
3

.•• I forget "what the other'one was. So it was a small campus. 

But we felt that the Brown Campus was ours too. 

5,00 

5s30 

C.L .• Did you like your college experience? 

Oh very much. I enjoyed it a great deal. 

C.L.. What were your favorite activities? 

Well that's 

very much. 

a 

I 

little difficult to say. 

liked the professors. I 

I enjoyed my classes 

had some excellent profes

6:00 
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sors. I was very active in the class activities. We used to put 

on what we called Brownie skits by the Brownie Organization •.• 

and I frequently wrote those. 

C.L .• What were those? 

4
I wrote ••. a number of class songs. . . . Well I was very ac

tive but I didn't do anything in athletics. I am not athletically 

built. But I was very supportive of Brown activities, Brown foot

ball games. I guess I always went •••• I don't believe I ever 

missed Brown football games during the four years I was there. 

6:)0 

7100 

C.L.. What were the Brownies? 

Brownies was a college organization. It was just Pembroke. And 

••• they ••• put on little plays, skits and things like that 

as entertainment. Every once in a while we'd have a Brownie Night. 

Different classes would put on their own skits. Sometimes there 

would be awards or prizes given for the best ones, but not neces

sarily always. But they were very popular and very well attended. 

I can't remember whether you had to be asked to do it • . I think 

you had to be asked to join the Brownies, but I'm not quite sure. 

7:)0 

8,00 

I could give you the names of several people who are far more 

capable of answering questions at this point than I am. I thought 

at first you might have written that article that was just in 

about the Minkens sisters. But you didn't, I sort of noticed. 

8:)C 
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C. L. I Do you remember the Sophomore-Masque? 

Oh yes, Sophomore Masque was put on every year. And it was very 

avidly written by someone in the sophomore class. And we generally 

hired Clara Diamond, who was a dance teacher in Providence, to 9,00 

coach us. I guess it was always given out of doors. And it was 

very colorful. There were different costumes. And that was very 

popular. 

C.L. I Do you remember something called the Sepiad? 9:30 

Yes, I wrote for the Sepiad at one time. That was the college 

magazine. It was very well liked. I can't tell you much about 

it. It endured for a number of years, I know that. 

C.L., And how about C. A.? 

5
Christian Association? I never was active in it. • • • I sup- 10,00 

ported it. It wasn't among the things I was most interested in. 

But, as I say, I supported it. 

C.L., What was the social atmosphere like between the men's and 

women's campuses? 

Well, ha •• ~ traditionally the men looked down on the "Pembrokers. h 

They called them ·Pembrokers." But the interesting thing was 10lJ( 

that . . • at any social function a great many of the girls who 
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had been invited were actually Pembrokers. And ••. a great 
(, 

many Brown men married Pembrokers, including my husband. So 1110 

while they talked about it and more or less made fun of it, as 

I say they probably were as popular as from any women's college 

at that time. 

C.L •• What was it like to visit the men's campus? 111 J( 

Oh ••• I don't know quite how to answer that. Just like going 

to any place. 

C.L. I You were totally free to just go and walk through if you 12 10( 

felt like it? 

Oh yes, of course. We were part of Brown University, you know. 


So then of course we were free to go there. The only unusual 


thing about it was that ••• well in the early days when I was 


at Pembroke, if we went over to the men's campus for classes, 


we had to wear a hat and g1oves. Very formal. It was not pop 12'JC 


ular among the girls. They didn't like it. But that was one of 


rules at the college that we had to obey. But before I left, 


that had 'been done away with, thank goodness. 


~L .• Do you remember All Campus Dances? What were they like? 

Dh ••• just nice dances. Good orchestra•••• Very sociable 1):00 

affair. 
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C.L.: Did you ever attend classes 

anything strange about that? 

on the men's campus? Was there 

Many of our classes were held on the men's campus. We had the 

same faculty, you know, that 'the men had.7 And while Some 

of the classes were held in Pembroke Hall, many were held on the 

men's cmapus. Biology classes were held in Arnold Laboratory • 

• • • Well many were - - I can't remember offhand what ones were, 

but they were held on the men's campus. 

1),)0 

C.L. I How did you feel about something that is called the 

Coordinate Systems the idea that the education of men and 

women would be separate but identical, in terms of courses, 

exams and degrees? B 

14s00 

Well,I felt that that was proper. of course. I saw no reason 

why the men should get a better education than the women. And 

• I'm sure there was no difference in grading or anything. . 
like that. I'm sure that my diploma from Brown University is the 

equal of any man's of that time. 

14s)0 

C.L .• So then it didn't bother you that [the women's 

separated from the men's degree? 

degree] was 

Well it wasn't separated. It wasn't separated from the men. As 

I said we had the same faculty, we used the John Hay Library, our 

facilities were all the same. We had the same access to material 

15aOC 
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that we wanted to get. • • • There was no distinction any more 

than in high school where we were separated from the boys. There 

may be some activities 

was a minor matter. 

sports of course were different. That 

15:30 

C.L •• How did the war effect your college experiences? 

Well that's going back so far, it's hard to remember. But it did, 

of course. A lot of the boys did go into the service. And the 

women did the usual thing that women everywhere were doing. They 

did things for the soldiers. They knitted and ••• were very 

supportive. of course. Many of the girls had boyfriends who were 

in the service. So they were very upset at certain times, knowing 

that their men were in danger. But it was no different for the 

girls in college than for girls anywhere at that time. 

16aOO 

16a30 

C.L •• Do you remember Dean King? What was she like? 

She was a very bright, intelligent woman•••. She had the respect 

I'm sure of all the student body••.• 

17aOO 

C.L .• You know, she was offered better pOSitions at other schools, 

but she decided to stay at Brown.~ What do you think of that? 

She must have loved Brown because she stayed. 17s3C 

She certainly must have approved of most of the things that went 

on at Brown. She must have had a lot of respect for the people 
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that were at Brown - professors and soforth. 

liked the girls. [laughs] 

And. I guess she 

C.L. I Was she well liked? 18:00 

••• I'd rather not answer that question. A lot of people liked 

her very much and she was very highly respected. She wasn't •.• 

I can't think what I want to say•••• Not a very sociable per

son. Perhaps a little austere, maybe •••• On the other hand. 

you might interview half a dozen people who are quite enthusiastic 

about Dean King. I always liked her. I. . • got along very 

well with her. But I never considered her a great friend. But 

as I say. you could interview half a dozen people who would be 

very enthusiastic. 

18:)0 

19:00 

C.L. I Do you remember Rosa Minkens? You mentioned her earlier. 

Oh yes, of course. 

of mine. 

She was a member of my class, an old friend 

C.L., I understand she was quite a bowler. 19:)0 

Yes, she was •.•• 

~. Do you remember anything else about her? 

Oh • • . She was a very bright person. • • • She wrote quite a 
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few songs for the class. And she wrote Brownie skits too. She 

and I did quite a few things like that together. She was very 

well liked by everybody. She was a very likeable person. It 

was a very interesting family. I thought that was a good article 

in the Brown Alumni Monthly. 

20:00 

C.L., What did you do after you graduated from college? 20:30 

I tought Latin and English at Classical High School until I was 

married - about a year. And then I didn't work until ••• well 

I did work for a while at Shepard's, in the ••• accounting 
10

department, I guess they called it. Then after that, after my 

husband died. I became editor of Nightlight at Rhode Island 

Hospital~ And I was editor of that for about ten years. That 

was a very interesting job because I wrote about different things 

that were going on either in the medical area or in the department. 

For instance, if they were making drastic changes in the depart

ment,I would write about it. It was called wNews of the Day for 

the People at Night." In other words, it was to inform the people 

at night [of] some of the things that were going on of interest 

to them. Have you ever seen the paper? I have several bound 

volumes of it. but not here. 

21s00 

21sJO 

22s00 

C.L •• Do you feel that the experience at Pembroke helped you 

after college~ 

Ok! of course. [laughs] That would be stupid to say no, wouldn't 
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it? [laughs] When I ask you about your experience at Brown are 

you going to say you don't think it helped you any? [laughs] 

Any educational experience helps you. 22:)0 

C.L •• How do you feel it helped you the most? 

Oh I couldn't evaluate that • at all. It must have helped 

me in all my life afterwards. in teaching school, in writing for 

the Rhode Island Hospital, in bringing up a family and seeing 

that they all had college experience•••• There are any number 

of different ways in which it was valuable. 

2):00 

C.L.. Do you remember Miss Bates? 

Yes, she was a gym teacher. 2):)0 

C.L.. Do you remember anything about her? 

Nothing in particular. I •.• didn't know her too well because 

1 am not an athletic person, as I said. I attended gym classes 

because it was compulsory. But I didn't go out for sports of any 

kind and naturally that's what she was interested in. 24100 

C.L.. Do you remember chapel? 

1es, chapel ~as compulsory•. And we 

floor of Pembroke Hall in order not 

used to race 

to be late. 

up to the top 

• • because there 
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were •.• I can't think what the demerits were if we were late. 24:)0 

Better leave that out. I don't know about that. Oh, we had so 

many cuts -- that was that we were allowed so many cuts a semester 

for not attending chapel. We were also given cuts for classes. 

And I can't remember just what the penalties were. but I suspect 

they were something or other. 25:00 

C.L.. Do you remember Professor Crosby? 

Oh~. He was quite a guy. He was a very interesting man be

cause he had quite an acquaintance amnog theatrical people. so 

that. if he could tell. he'd give us a lot of inside information. 25:)0 

And when plays came to Providence. he was very often asked to 

take minor parts with them simply because he knew the principles. 

He could really act the parts • . . [effectively] so that his 

courses in drama were very popular. I don't know whether there 

is anybody to take his place. I don't know too much about the 26:00 

faculty at Brown right now. 

C.L., I have a quotation that I read from the yearbook from the 
nClass of 1920 about you. [She smiles.] It goes something like 

this. "To our knowledge this prodigy has but one weakness, and 

we won't mention him.M 

Oh. [laughs] Well I had a boyfriend at Brown while I was there 26:)0 

-- had more than one. as a matter of fact, but one in particular 

who I married after I graduated. And of course that was . . • I 
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suppose they considered they had to make 

I can't think, what did they say? 

some comment on that. 

C.L. I 

ness, 

They said, "To our knowledge 

and we won't mention him." 

this prodigy has but one weak

27:00 

Oh. [laughs] . I don't know what they called me a prodigy for. I 

wasn't that •••• But I very definitely did have a boyfriend and 

I'm glad to say I married him. And he graduated from Brown also. 

So really I don't know what this 

it has for anybody, frankly. 

interview is ••• what value 27:30 

C.L., It has a lot of value to us. We're very interested in 

the early graduates of Pembroke. A lot of information is going 

to be lost •.. [She laughs.]. 

I don't consider myself an early graduate, but I guess I am. 

C.L. I · Relatively speaking. 

Relatively speaking, I know. But when I get the Brown Alumni 

Monthly, news of the Class of 1920 gets further and further back. 

So [laughs] ••• so that proves, I g~ess, that we're old. My 

sister graduated in 1910, and I consider her one of the old grad

uates. 

28:00 
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~I It was a fine school. 

Oh, Brown is a fine school. It certainly is. How did you hap

pen to go there? • • • I had 'a grandson who just graduated from 

the School of Medicine there, at Brown. And I had •.• oh, I 

don't know. I counted up one time how many members of my family 

graduated from Brown. But. • . a great many had • • • an uncle 

graduated way back in I guess about 1904. And of course my hus
13

band, my husband's twin brother and his wife. all graduates. I 

have two nieces that graduated from Brown, my daughter, of course, 

and her husband. • • • I better not mention any more or I'll for

get somebody and then they'll say, "Why didn't you mention me?" 

[laughs] But, there were a great many. We're very much Brown 

affiliated. And it is a fine school. 

28;JO 

29,00 

29:JO 

[END OF SIDE ONE] 

C.L •• Is there anything else that you would like to talk about 

that you feel is meaningful [about the school]? 

0:00 

No, I can't think of anything. I would not have thought of ~ 

of thel5e things to talk about. And I'm not ~ whether they 

should be used or not. As I say, I think there many people 

that you could interview in my class that would give you much 

more information. For instance, one of our members is a doctor. 

And that's unusual for a woman - and particularly in that era. 

So she would be interesting to talk to. I'm sure Rosa Minkens 

O,J( 
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could give you lots of much 

She's a good talker. Quite 

more interesting things than I 

a sense of humor.•.. 

can. 

1,00 

C.L. I I want to thank you for cooperating. 

great pleasure conducting this interview. 

And it has been a 

Well. thank you. If I were in good health at this time I would 

have been much more interested in dOing it. As it is, I'm having 

a very tough time at present•••• So I don't feel that much 

that I have to contribute is important to anybody. But anyway, 

if it's what you wanted, why ••• What are you majoring in? 

1.30 

C.L. I I'm majoring in Fine Arts. 

Well I have a number of grandchildren in colleges in various 

places. Quite a few of them are more or less in that field -

in computer and so forth .••• 

I was wondering if you had interviewed anybody in ~y slster's 

class. As a matter of fact, I'm not sure there's anybody left 

to interview. 1910. That's quite a ways back. Yes, I think 

one of her boyfriends at that time, Wendell Brown, I think he 

was 1910. • • • 

2:00 

Well, I wish you luck with your project. 2,30 

C.L., Thank you. 
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Notes 

1 I regret that I cannot identify the family because the 
narrarator has wished to remain anonymous. 

2 John Hay Library 

J Metcalf Hall 
4 Class songs appear in Brun Mael, 1920, Pembroke's yearbook. 

5 She was chairperson of the Social Committee, according to 
Brun Mael of 1920. 

6 Cannot be identified in order to preserve anonymity of 
narrarator. 

7 Grace E. Hawk. Pembroke College in Brown University. the 
First Seventy-five Years 1881-1966. p. 111, 71. 

8 Hawk, p. 71, 111. 

9 Hawk, 

10Shepard's Department Store. 

11Nightlight was published at the Rhode Island Hospital 
to inform the night shift of news and policy changes. 

12Brun Mael of 1920, p. 24. 

1JThe narrarator later recalled a story concerning her husband 
and his twin brother. Apparently, her brother in law couldn't 
swim, but her husband could. When it was time to take the swimming 
test, required for graduation, the narrarator's husband stepped in 
for his brother. The twins were identical except for a mole on the 
leg of the one who couldn't swim. So, the swimmer of the two simply
drew a mole on his own leg. The imitation, however, just as simply 
washed off in the water durin~ the test. Credit was given for the 
humorous attempt and both graduated. 
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