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Track 1 

 

Becky Couric: Why don’t we begin by me asking you the question, how did you find out about 

Brown and Pembroke? 

 

Lucy Wawzonek Thompson: Well, my father, Stanley Wawzonek, class of 1935, had gone to 

Brown. He was a chemistry professor at the University of Iowa. That was really the school of 

choice when I was going to high school. But I had always said that I was going to go to Brown 

like my dad. Of course he had informed me when I got older that I would have to go to 

Pembroke because girls couldn’t go to Brown.  

 

BC: And how has education viewed in your family? What were your parents’ educational 

background? [01:00] 

 

LW: I would say that there were -- they placed education -- they valued education very highly. 

One of the family stories that was always told was that when my parents were married, my father 

already had his doctorate in Chemistry but my mother was a sophomore in college and she really 

just wanted to quit school, get married and have a family and my father insisted that she finish 

school so that she at least would have a college degree if she ever needed to go back to work.  

 

BC: And did you experience any difficulties in your family going to college because you were a 

woman? 

 



2 
 

LW: No, I come from a family of three girls. And I’d say had very little difficulty. My sister had 

not wanted to go very far away from home. And she had lived at home her first semester and 

gone to the University of Iowa. [02:00] So when I said that I wanted to apply to Pembroke and to 

go away from home, they were very enthusiastic and thought it was a great idea. 

 

BC: And did they give you encouragement about possible uses of your education? 

 

LW: I think so, yeah. I think they were always -- in fact, when I had made the decision not to go 

to medical school when I was accepted at medical school, I think they were disappointed that I 

hadn’t made that choice. So they were very supportive in terms of education. But then that was 

their background because of being in the University. 

 

BC: So, taking you way back. Can you remember your first day that you arrived at Pembroke? 

Can you tell me about that? 

 

LW: Yes. My parents decided that we would drive out from Iowa. [03:00] And basically I can 

remember my room was in the mezzanine of Andrews, which is a really dark hall. So it was kind 

of depressing to come into this mezzanine level and my roommate, with whom I had 

corresponded during the summer, was from Brockton, Mass. So her parents were there and she 

was going to see them the next weekend. So it was kind of tough to say goodbye to my parents 

and realize I wasn’t going to see them until Christmas, but then I think within ten minutes from 

when they left, I got my first caller. In the days when I was a freshman they still had the system 

where if someone came to see you, if a male came to see you, they had to come to the front desk, 

and then they buzzed down and told you you had a caller, and it turned out my caller was the 

only other Iowan in the class of ’72 who had come to ask me to go to a mixer [04:00] and so that 

sort of perked things up and I was OK after that. Because it was like, “well, now, things are 

interesting.” 

 

BC: What sort of courses did you take when you first got there? 
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LW: OK. I was interested in what I termed, “conservation” because in those days the term 

“ecology” wasn’t really in use.  So I had come to Brown wanting to be a conservationist, and the 

kinds of things I was looking for really weren’t -- the specifics I was looking for weren’t there, 

and what I had to learn and what I did learn in my education was I learned -- what I didn’t realize 

was that I was going to get a good, solid background in science. But I wanted to dive into 

conservation right away, and it just wasn’t to be. And I was given an advisor, Dr. Green, [5:00] 

who was an invertebrate zoologist, which now that I look back on my biology, now which I 

know why they gave me that particular advisor, but he was a very dry individual and he ran a 

series of labs to Woods Hole during the fall. Except that the labs coincided with the football 

games and I wasn’t about to miss out on the football games so I opted not to take his course. But 

he also was really pushing the fact that I was going to really work hard at Brown and at one point 

he told me that if I wasn’t studying six hours a day in the library, or in Wilson Hall, or 

somewhere, that I just wasn’t going to make it. And of course this was a little depressing because 

I was spending so much time between classes and labs, because I was taking what was 

considered a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. So I was taking physics, math, biology, and 

French.  

 

BC: Did you find any [06:00] hardships in your area of biology because you were a woman? 

Were there a lot of women in biology? Or was it very male dominated or... ? 

 

LW: Not hardships. I would say that there were more women in biology than in chemistry or 

physics or engineering for that matter. Those were really more male dominated. So I wouldn’t 

say that. The only time I think I ever ran into any sort of attitude because I was a woman, was 

that one year I had three part time jobs, one of which included a biochemical synthesis job with a 

professor who was doing research with analogs of pyrimidines and purines and he pretty much 

just put me in the lab with a five year chem, Bachelor of Science A.B. chauvinist. [07:00] I think 

the professor though this other student would help me but the other student was very cynical 

about my chemistry background, which was only two courses in organic, a basic general and I 

think at the time I was taking physical chemistry. So I was really floundering and some of the 

things I did in the synthesis procedures were dumb because I didn’t know that much. And he I 

think chose not to tell me that much. But I soon quit. 
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BC: (Laughter) That takes care of that. Did you have a senior sister when you first came to 

Brown? Was that still in effect or no? 

 

LW: I’m trying to remember. I think I did. Yes. I did. She was from Kansas. She was weird. So I 

don’t think that I really did that much with her because [08:00] I don’t think we got along.  

 

BC: Well, were there other people at Brown who had an influence on you, who were role models 

for you? 

 

LW: The way, as a freshman, the way it worked out is on our hall there were a total of sixteen 

girls on the hall. And eight of them were sophomores and eight of us were freshmen. So for 

immediate role models, the sophomores just seemed to know so much better what they were 

doing than we did as freshmen. Although, the eight of us became really pretty close that year 

because we were all kind of in the same boat. But as far as role models, I think later on, for 

instance, I can think of a friend Nancy Weisman who went on to get her M.D. who maybe wasn’t 

a role model but was going through some of the same things I was going through in [09:00] 

biology and in applying to medical school, that sort of thing. So maybe people in similar majors, 

with similar goals became at least people that you talked to about what you were trying to do. 

I’m trying to think if there was anybody specifically, it’s hard to think while the tape is going. 

 

BC: Don’t worry about it.  I guess one of the questions that I’d like to ask was for the purposes 

of the interview and for what I’m writing my paper would be asking you where the different 

places were that you lived your four years at Brown and how the regulations that existed, like the 

system when you were a freshman that you had to have male callers call in and all that sort of 

stuff, how that changed throughout the four years that you were at Brown? 

 

LW: I guess I went through a whole spectrum [10:00] because as I said, we started out on the 

mezzanine at Andrews. And then for my sophomore year, basically what happened is my two 

best friends -- I was very good friends with my roommate, and I was also good friends with 

another girl named Debbie Spicer, my roommate was Emily Katz. And Emily and Debbie 
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decided to room together, so I didn’t have a roommate. And it was one of those where if the 

three of us could have roomed together, that would have worked out, but Emily and Debbie were 

in Classics together and had taken courses together and so the Classics and the scientists were 

somewhat different. We were never really in classes, things like that. But there was another 

friend of mine, Linda Papermaster, and Linda and I had gotten to know each other, maybe 

through physics, I can’t remember. She was a math major. But we decided to enter the [11:00] 

lottery, which was being held for the first co-ed dorms, was going to be Diamond House. It was 

Pi Lambda Diamond House. And as sophomores we had the lowest chance of anyone to get into 

that dorm because everyone wanted to get into that dorm. And I always tell this story about that 

experience because you had to get your parent’s permission to enter the lottery. So I wrote a 

letter to my mother. 

 

BC: Is this because it was co-ed housing? 

 

LW: Yes. And I wrote a letter to my parents and said, “How do you feel about co-ed dorms?” 

And she didn’t read it right, or maybe read it right but didn’t think that it was what she thought 

she read and wrote back this long letter about, she thought that I should also have some extra 

blankets and that it was terrible that they didn’t turn the heat up. Because she thought I asked her 

how she felt about cold dorms. (laughter) [12:00] And I emphasized that it was very important 

that I know how she feel. Anyway, they did give their permission and we had a high enough 

number that we qualified. And so then we went over, my sophomore year, and lived at Brown 

and Diamond House. And actually, as I think about it, it was interesting because I almost 

transferred out of Brown the middle of my sophomore year because it was really a change. 

Freshman year the way your social life was -- I guess you could meet people in classes, but I 

don’t remember, it’s hard to remember where you met people but I can remember that a lot of 

times the dorms in the fraternities would have sherry hours. And put little notices all over 

campus about the sherry hours and the number of the fellows that I dated quite a bit I met at 

sherry hours. And one of the things freshman year [13:00] that I also can remember is how 

depressed people were if they weren’t going out on a date. Because if you didn’t have a date, 

there wasn’t really anything to do except mope around about the fact that you didn’t have a date. 

So it was a real emphasis on having someone to go out with. It was to the point where people 
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probably accepted dates from people they didn’t really want to go out with just so they wouldn’t 

have to stay home Friday night, Saturday night, whatever.  

 The other thing we also had that was really a pain, I look back on it in retrospect was, 

OK, we had the caller system. And I guess some sort of parietals which I can’t remember which 

would mean that they had to be out of the -- they could come down to the room, but they had to 

be out of the dorm at a certain time. And I think the door had to be open, and the feet had to be 

on the floor and all this, and yet there were times when these times of things I can remember 

[14:00] one time my roommate’s boyfriend was visiting and somehow he stayed too late, and so 

the doors were locked and he couldn’t get out. And so he spent the night in the closet because he 

couldn’t leave the dorm because all these buzzers -- they had a locked system and all these 

buzzers would go off. So this poor guy spent the night in the closet. It wasn’t really very big, but 

anyway.  

 But the thing about the curfews, was that I can’t remember exactly the times, but I think 

it was when I started out it was like eleven o’clock on weekdays and two o’clock on weekends. 

And the girls didn’t like the curfews so they changed it so it was midnight on weekdays -- and 

two -- it sounds ridiculous that it could’ve been three o’clock -- it was pretty late. And the thing 

was, it was also kind of a catch 22. With the curfew, if you didn’t like [15:00] your date, you 

could say, “well look, it’s going to be curfew, I have to go home now.” And they couldn’t say 

anything about it because if you didn’t make it home before curfew even if your folks were in 

Hawaii they told you that they would call them collect and tell them that you weren’t there. You 

know, to get them upset. And the thing was when you didn’t have a curfew, you could go home 

any time you wanted, because you’d say, “look, I’m tired, I want to go home.” Whereas with a 

curfew, it’s like, well, it’s not your curfew yet, you don’t have to go home. So when they made it 

later, it was really ridiculous because you ended up staying out simply because it was a curfew 

and they had imposed this time on you so you could stay out until that time.  

 

BC: So it was like, not cool to come home until it was curfew? 

 

LW: Right, right. Or the guy knew that you didn’t have to be home until then, so why on earth 

would you want to go home, except if you weren’t having a good time, and then that was sort of 

[16:00] you know, sour things. But I can remember being late for curfew and having to -- there 
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was a little -- I think they gave you an hour -- there was a little door bell that you would push and 

this old guard would come out and let you in. Nobody really ever said anything because it was 

really like, you know, five or six minutes, you weren’t real late. 

 

BC: At this point was there a lot of breaking of the curfews and the parietals and stuff like that? 

Were people sneaking around the system? 

 

LW: I’m sure people were. With the way we were in the mezzanine, we basically knew what was 

going on on that floor, and I think with the older classes, yes, I think there was. And I think that’s 

why so quickly twenty four hour parietals, or twenty three hour fifty nine minute parietals took 

over. [17:00] Because people weren’t respecting it anyway. And I think the curfews had gotten 

so late that they were ridiculous to begin with.  

 

BC: But things were a lot different in Diamond than in co-ed? 

 

LW: Well, as I started to say about myself, the thing was, I went through a situation where you 

had to have a date Saturday night to -- it was a whole new system that first semester I didn’t 

know how to work within it. And then the second semester I got to know the guys and the girls 

in the dorms and got more into the family unit that was the co-ed dorm. Where if you wanted to 

go to the movies Friday night, you didn’t need a date to go to the movies because there were ten 

people and two cars and you were all going to go to the movies or you were all going to go roller 

skating, or somebody was going to do something, or the dorm was having a party. It took that 

year, that sophomore year to adjust to that. [18:00] Some people didn’t like the co-ed situation at 

all because they weren’t used to that closeness, and the loose social structure. Rather than the 

boyfriend -- girlfriend that had been imposed before. Maybe not imposed, but that was all there 

was. There wasn’t, at least as a freshman,  I hadn’t known people long enough to have people 

who were just friends that you’d say “hey let’s go to the movies.” Whereas through the three 

years in the dorm, that was what it was. It was a group of people that were just good friends and 

nobody was necessarily dating anybody, or maybe a few people were, but most of the people 

were just looking for something to do on a night when they didn’t feel they had to study.  
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BC: And so you lived in Diamond the next three years? 

 

LW: Right. And the first two I lived there, Diamond was first and second floors boys. Third and 

fourth floor women. I should say males. Anyway. But that was the other thing about meeting 

people. Is that first year, there still was a division, and it was so new, that it really was kind of, I 

don’t know what people expected it to be but it was the only dorm on campus that was co-ed, 

and there was also there was still the fraternity there, and they eventually -- most of the fraternity 

members left and it basically was the Independence -- the Diamond house people. But I think it 

just took a while because some of the diamond house people had had to move out, and that first 

year I think everybody was trying to figure out how it was going to work. And then the second 

year, it was first and third floors were males, [20:00] second and fourth were females.  

 

Steve Thompson:  First and second were males, third and fourth were females. But then in the 

middle of the year we were clustered.  

 

LW: This was my year. When you were a sophomore. Now I’m confused.  

 

ST: (inaudible) 

 

LW: Second year? Oh, OK. But then the third year, it was clusters. I thought right from the 

beginning.  

 

BC: Steve did you live in Diamond all four years you were at Brown or... ? 

 

ST: First year I was in (inaudible). [21:00]  

 

BC: But then you moved to Diamond. Is that how you two met? 

 

LW: Yeah, tell her about the freshman quad. Because it wasn’t the west quad, it was all the 

freshman. 

 



9 
 

ST: It was eight hundred freshman boys all put in one place. Which was like a zoo. And it didn’t 

take much to turn the zoo (inaudible). 

 

BC: I can imagine. It was a zoo when I lived there and it was co-ed. 

 

ST: Somebody would be shouting out of the window (inaudible). And then you got the other four 

hundred or whatever screaming at the top of their lungs and it just became an interesting place. 

(laughter) We had interesting (inaudible). We’d play football in the halls. The walls weren’t too 

wide so that was -- that kind of was a shady thing. It was interesting. (laughter) 

 

LW: And you used to talk about what it was like to be a freshman male in terms of the statistics 

in terms of actually ever getting a date.  

 

ST: Yeah, it was like, forget it. We calculated that because the male to female ratio was three to 

one, if you were a senior the male to female ratio was three to one, if you were a junior the male 

to female ratio was something like nine to one, if you were a sophomore it became like fifty to 

one. And if you were a freshman, something like a thousand to one chance of anybody ever even 

seeing a female.  

 

LW: Especially if you were an engineering major.  

 

ST: If you were in engineering you didn’t see anybody in any house. (inaudible) [23:00] 

 

BC: When you were still a freshman and you had the separate campuses, Pembroke and Brown, 

did you have any sense of contact or closeness with the Pembroke deanery? 

 

LW: I don’t know if the deanery specifically. Because you know I can’t remember. It was just 

that first year. I do remember there were things that kept Pembroke as a separate entity. For 

instance, with the resident fellow, there was a resident fellow in West Anders and one in East 

Anders. One of the things that they did was to have sherry hours before dinner during the week. 

And dinner was a sit down, wear a skirt affair. And [24:00] you did have contact with faculty and 



10 
 

possibly the deans but I don’t remember too much of that. I can’t remember anybody 

specifically, I’d have to go back and refresh. But that was something that they did do. Which 

really, there wasn’t anything the next three years of Brown that was comparable to that kind of 

thing.  

 

BC: One of the things that I’ve come across when I’ve been listening to other oral histories and 

reading the papers and stuff was a sense of distance between the students and the administration 

on the question of the parietals in the social system and going co-ed and the merger and the 

whole deal. Did you have that feeling in the late sixties or had that already pretty much subsided? 

[25:00] 

 

LW: You mean that the people running Pembroke wanted it their way, and the students --  

 

BC: Right. 

 

LW: I think you could say that that was there. I think it’s almost, well, it’s the generation gap. 

These girls had curfews and it just seemed crazy because it was 1969 and it got to the point 

where I know there were girls that would rather stay out all night than worry about coming home 

to meet their curfew. So what were they accomplishing with their curfew? And it was a time 

where, as far as, how did they put it, apparently any Pembroker that wanted to be on the pill just 

had -- the story was all you had to do was just go to the infirmary and ask for it. And you had it. 

It’s like if the curfew was their way [26:00] of keeping Pembrokers under control, in terms of 

sexuality or whatever, yet they were allowed to have the pill, it seems like things were a little 

confused. But I think it was just something that had become archaic, and that’s the way the 

students felt about it, and yet the people that were the administration, they just were probably -- 

they seemed old enough to be our grandparents, I don’t know if they were, but we were all 

seventeen and eighteen to twenty one, and if they were in their fifties and sixties there was a big 

gap there, and they also I think -- again I’m not sure about this -- but probably had been there 

long enough that they had seen the Pembroke of the fifties, [27:00] the Pembroke of the early 

sixties, and what was Pembroke in the late sixties was not that same school.  
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BC: So how did you feel about the merger in 1971 when it was being voted on and discussed on 

campus. 

 

LW: I know I felt very positive because at that point for myself, it seemed like the only 

distinction, the only thing that kept Pembroke distinct from Brown was the fact that the  

applications were processed by a different office and that the physical education was a separate 

department. But otherwise I was just as much a part of Brown as the males that went to Brown 

except that I had more ribbing from them because that that point there were a thousand 

Pembrokers, and there were three thousand fellows [28:00] going to Brown. And so if you look 

at that and you look at -- we got razzed a lot for being too smart. Because it was like, well, three 

times as many people could get into Brown as could get into Pembroke, so statistically the 

Pembrokers were just smarter. And you got a lot of ribbing about that. I’m trying to think, there 

was something else. You really didn’t want to be a Pembroker. It’s not that I didn’t want to learn, 

but I didn’t want this stigma of somehow Pembrokers have this image of being stuck up and too 

smart. You know, I just wanted to take my courses and I was taking courses with all the people 

from Brown, so why couldn’t I be somebody who just goes to Brown, which is what I wanted to 

do since I was a little girl, so, it didn’t bother me at all.  

 

BC: How did you feel about the merger? Did you have any [29:00] contact with any sense of --  

 

ST: No, because at that time a lot of the Pembroke (inaudible). Once that was going, Pembroke 

was just like any other department. And you couldn’t, everybody was in classes together. You 

really couldn’t distinguish the difference.  

 

BC: What were classes like back then? You were both in sciences. And how were male/female 

relationships in that situation. You say you got a lot of ribbing. Did you get that in class too? Or 

was that [30:00] like certain things that people yell down the hall to your room or... ? 

 

LW: Oh, I think the ribbing was more one on one. Like if you’d be in a conversation you might 

get teased that way. But I don’t know, I think, I don’t seem to remember any separation of the 

sexes during classes. I think I can remember lab partners that were male and lab partners that 
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were female and you just hoped you didn’t somebody that didn’t know what they were doing or 

that didn’t prepare for lab, that sort of thing. I think the sciences that -- classes like the initial 

biology class, biology 1, or chem. 3, and beginning classes. They were huge classes. So you 

went, and if you knew somebody you sat with your friends. But I don’t think there was like, the 

girls were sitting on this side, and the boys -- there wasn’t anything like that. [31:00] I think 

people were just serious about them because we knew we had to get through them, and I don’t 

know.  

 

ST: I don’t think there was an issue. The guys that I was with, we were all engineers. And I think 

out of two hundred freshmen engineers there were two girls. So just having classes where there 

were girls, we were pleased.  

 

LW: In biology there was a nice mixture. And I think your friendships formed based on the fact 

that you get to know people in classes and you get to know people in your dorm, and if you saw 

them you sat next to them, that kind of thing. You didn’t always know that many in class. I think 

you [32:00] met more people in the labs and things.  

 

BC: Do you have a best memory of Brown? 

 

LW: I don’t know. Best memory. I have lots of good memories.  

 

BC: How about a worst memory? Do you have a worst memory? 

 

LW: Mid semester, freshman year. I came in and I had been ranked seventh in my high school of 

three hundred and sixty, and midterm freshman year I was getting one D, two Cs, and a B and I 

had never seen any grades like that. As it was, all of them pulled up. So I ended up with an A, 

two Bs, and a C. Which was kind of basically the way. I had a three point all through Brown. 

That was, if you’d say an adjustment. It was realizing that an A student with [33:00] seven 

hundreds on SATs was still a B student at Brown. And you had to realize that you worked hard, 

and you had to say, “well, I worked hard and if that’s what my grade is, that’s the way it is.” So 
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maybe, I don’t know if that’s a worst memory or a best -- it’s not a best memory but it was 

something we learned.  

I know among best memories, and this is totally unacademic, but I can still remember 

walking to football games and kicking through all the piles of leaves in the fall and that was just 

really a neat -- just all sorts of good feelings and gorgeous weather. That was a good memory. 

And ice skating in (inaudible) rink.  

 

BC: Do you remember chapel convocation [tops?]? Did you still have those when you were 

there? What were those like? [34:00] 

 

LW: I can’t remember a thing about them except we had to go to them. We had them. Did you 

have them? 

 

ST: This was during graduation?  

 

LW: This was like a number of times during the year, in alumni hall there would be a  

convocation and you would have to go. I don’t remember anything about it. You didn’t have 

them. That was one thing my father had told me. He had to go to chapel every week in the 

building that’s the center of the [Bream?] I can’t think of the name. Sayles Hall. He had to go to 

chapel. I don’t know if it was every week or every day. So I knew that that had been part of the 

history of the school. I don’t know if it was every day, but something like that.  

 

BC: [35:00] What were some of the things at Brown that had a big influence on you? 

 

LW: I think socially, the co-ed dorm was really good for me. Because we went from what I 

talked about before the emphasis on the one -- to -- one relationships to a social group that was 

just men and women who were friends. And I thought that was really nice. One of the things that 

-- Steve and I -- with our relationship, is that we were friends first. And we were friends for 

about three years before we ever got romantically involved and that has kept our marriage strong, 

the fact that we were friends and really liked each other. And didn’t just get into some mad 

passionate relationship and then wake up and say, “gee, who is this person?” [36:00] So that’s 
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like, my whole marriage. Also as far as having gone on in biology and looking back on the solid 

education that I got despite the fact that I sort of dropped my bachelor of science degree after the 

change in curriculum, but then took all the courses I wanted to and at the end at senior year, 

looked at my courses and said, “my goodness, I took a bachelor of science degree emphasis.” I 

think that that really -- and the courses were just so challenging, the amount of time and effort 

and the difficulty of the material. I think we were [37:00] really challenged and maybe didn’t 

appreciate it in the midst of it, but looking back saying, “wow, they really got a lot out of us and 

asked a lot of us.” 

 

BC: So you didn’t start dating Steve til after you had graduated? 

 

LW: Yeah, if you could call it dating. We were really good friends. And it was the kind of thing 

where I had another boyfriend who wasn’t at Brown and if he couldn’t come up to go to 

homecoming, I would ask my friend Steve to use the tickets and we would go. Or if he got 

tickets to go somewhere, he’d ask me. We did a lot of things through the dorm because we were 

in the dorm together. And we’d have groups that would go out jogging, and so we’d always go 

out jogging or we had a group that liked to skate, and a lot of times he and I and a number of 

people would be skating. We got to be really good friends. [38:00]  

 

BC: What was the climate, or atmosphere like at Brown these times? I look through all these 

yearbooks here. This is the time that is glorified in so many young minds these days and you 

know, Vietnam protests and student strikes and all this other stuff. Is that what it was like.  

 

LW: Yeah. No really, I think people were very socially aware. OK, politically aware. And I 

don’t think they were worrying about graduating and finding a job. They were worried about 

what you were going to do with your life that was going to make a difference and help and I can 

[39:00] remember I had a poster that had Dustin Hoffman as the Graduate that said, “what are 

you going to do after you graduate?” and then it had underneath, “well, there’s always plastics,” 

which had been a line from the movie. But below that it had “join Vista.” Which was the 

equivalent of the Peace Corps, only they worked within the United States. And Vista and Peace 
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Corps just really making a difference was something a lot of people were concerned with. Don’t 

you think? 

 

ST: There was another (inaudible) the engineers, the ones that remained engineers.  

 

BC: What was it like in the engineering program? 

 

ST: We didn’t have enough time to think about anything. [40:00] The gist was to survive. 

Because not many of you were going to. I can’t remember if there was two hundred (inaudible) 

but all totally graduated as engineers, only (inaudible). You knew that there weren’t going to be -

- well we lost, the five of us on the freshman floor. After the first quiz, there were four of us. 

After the first semester there were three of us. After the first year there were two of us. Only two 

of us held on through to the end. And it was just (inaudible).  

 

LW: I can remember there were a lot of psychology majors that had been in the engineering 

program. 

 

BC: What was the student strike like when you were there? [41:00] Was that something that was 

a really big statement or was it something that just kind of happened? 

 

LW: I think it was very well organized and when I look at what happened at the University of 

Iowa at the same time, my parents at that point almost pulled me out of Brown because there was 

such student unrest at the University of Iowa and it was just totally uncontrolled. The students 

would storm the intersections of town and they were getting blood and pouring it on the steps of 

the administration building. It was just really out of control. If I think of anything in contrast was 

the organized and very subdued nature of Brown’s response to the Cambodian invasion. [42:00] 

One of the things I can remember telling people is, people cut their hair, dressed nicely and then 

went door to door with pamphlets telling people about what was happening. Wanting to educate 

the people on the street in their homes. There were a number of large meetings about it and there 

was the vote on whether or not to strike. There wasn’t any mass hysteria, there wasn’t anyone 

who turned into a demigod a got us all ranting and raving. I think there was a lot of thought. It 
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wasn’t done impulsively. The thing too that was nice about the strike was, even though it was a 

strike, there were options so that if a person did not want to go along with the strike. They were 

free to take their exams, [43:00] finish their courses. They didn’t have to go with the majority. 

They could still make their own decision, make their own response.  

 

BC: Was there any change between when you came to Brown and when you left Brown in how 

you viewed your role in society as a woman? You know, getting a job and all that sort of stuff, 

did Brown have any effect on you in that way? 

 

LW: I think so because -- I know it did. One semester I took a sociology course, which was 

sociology of American society, something really general. And the main part of the course was 

[44:00] the paper. And I chose to look at women’s liberation, but to look at a lot of different 

authors including Betty Friedan and Simone de Beauvoir and all sorts of different books and then 

read all that. Even though I was writing a paper for the course, that was very influential on 

myself and also wanting to go to medical school and trying to deal with, if I’m going to get into a 

field that’s that intense, how on earth, if I decide to marry am I going to juggle children and 

marriage and wanting to be a good doctor. I don’t know if Brown gave me the answers but they 

probably -- I guess what happened was I ended up in a situation where I was [45:00] presented 

with that dilemma. How am I going to deal with that? And I didn’t really know the answers for 

that. Another thing I did do and I didn’t mention this, because I was in the uncertainty of not 

knowing if I was going to get into medical school, I carefully covered my bases and I was able to 

go to grad school, and I could pick up and take student teaching and would be able to just teach, 

because I had education courses, so I kind of covered myself, but when it came to make the 

decision, I opted for the grad school and the medical school choices. Part of that I think is Brown 

though because Brown was more oriented towards graduate studies, education beyond the 

undergraduate level, than to going out and working. At least the biology people I knew.  

 

Track 2 

BC: How do you mean, it was geared towards graduate studies, that there just -- is this the same 

sort of idea that  --  
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LW: For instance, they didn’t have a med tech program, where somebody would go into med 

tech, or -- OK, I took the education courses, but that was a real tangential kind of thing that 

people did, and they were very good. But most of the emphasis was on going on, people in 

political science were going to apply to law school, people in biology were going to apply to 

medical school, that was what you did. And you kind of got swept up in that, and I don’t know, 

like what happened to me after I left Brown is I didn’t get into medical school until the summer, 

[01:00] and I took a job that summer working for a pharmaceutical company in a lab using 

pathogenic bacteriology techniques and immunology. And all of a sudden, I realized, well, 

there’s also this part of biology that I can do with an undergraduate degree, but then after 

working there for probably less than a year, I realized that I wanted to have the advanced degrees 

because it would give me some more credibility and also a greater background, you know, would 

help me to specialize. 

 

BC: So when you left Brown you got a job for a while, and then you went back to school? 

 

LW: Mm -- hmm. 

 

BC: (inaudible) history of what you’ve done since Brown? 

 

LW: OK, as I say, I worked in a pharmaceutical company doing research, [02:00] and because I 

hadn’t had the specifics of immunology, what I did was start back to school working on a 

masters in microbiology, because that’s the field where I was working, and the company had a 

policy where as long as you did not fail the course, they would pay for your tuition and your 

books, and would work out a flex -- time arrangement so that as long as you worked the hours 

that you should, you could go to school, so I started going part-time. And then when Steve 

received a fellowship to go and receive his masters under his company, I had to quit my job 

because we couldn’t go to Penn State and have me work where I was working. Did not work 

distance-wise. So that’s when I finished my masters and then rather than work [03:00] full-time 

and go to school part-time, which was just a long haul and also was hard, then I opted to go full-

time for my doctorate. And went for my doctorate, defended my dissertations six weeks after my 

first child was born, then when she was 11 months old, I went back and taught at Allentown 
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College for a full year. Then, the year that I was expecting my son, I did not want to have to be 

doing adjuncting, which I had done the entire pregnancy with Stacy, but I also really didn’t want 

to have to teach because of juggling babysitters and schedules, because teaching at the college 

level, there were no substitutes, and the few times that my daughter had been sick when I was 

supposed to be teaching, it had been very difficult to figure out what to do -- do [04:00] you take 

this sick child to the babysitter, or what to do, and also just the kinds of hours of preparation you 

need for college teaching... I’m rambling, but it was hard to do that with a one -- year -- old, and 

then to be doing that with a two-year-old, and be expecting a baby, I opted not to teach the 

second year at Allentown College, so what I have been doing -- meanwhile, I also wrote an 

article with another Brown graduate, Steven Krewick, class of ‘09, (laughter). 

 

BC: Sixty-three. 

 

LW: Sixty-three. (laughter) But the same year that I -- what year was it, ’82, I got my doctorate 

in ’81, right? Yeah, ’81, January of ’81, and in September of ’82, I started [05:00] teaching a 

physiology course at Penn State, which I’ve taught for the last five years. And I teach at 

correspondence, which means I can do all the work at home and still be home with my children, 

who are now seven and five. So that’s what I’ve done. So it makes sense? 

 

BC: Did you wait till -- I gather you waited till after Steve graduated till you got married, like 

way after? When did you get married? 

 

LW: OK, we got married in 1973. Steve graduated in June, he started working in July, and we 

got married in October. 

 

BC: And so at that point, were you now going to school part-time? Or will you still just 

working? 

 

LW: Let’s see... I started back to school in January of ’73, so [06:00] I was going to school. 

Yeah, because I was taking immunology the semester I got married, because I had to get 

permission from the professor to be gone for a week so I could get married. 
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BC: Getting married and having children, you’ve been able to do that and continue your 

education and jobs. 

 

LW: Yes, because we got married in ’73, and then I finished my masters in ’77, finished my 

doctorate in ’81, and we had our first children in 1980. So we actually didn’t have any children 

until I was pretty much done with my school, which was my choice. Because I figured if I 

wanted to go back to school after we had a family, it would be really hard to juggle everything, 

and the courses at the same time. [07:00] 

 

BC: So in having all these jobs and going back to schools, have you ever come into any 

obstacles, like between being married and having children and everything that you’ve had to do, 

you know, as a wife and a mother? Or have you ever run into any obstacles where you were 

going to school institutionally? 

 

LW: OK, I don’t -- OK, one obstacle I think I’ve been actually -- I don’t know if it’s an obstacle, 

but one of the things that probably motivated me to start back for my masters, and to continue 

onto my doctorate, was the fact that when I worked in the pharmaceutical company, did most of 

the work and because I didn’t have the degree, the credential, I didn’t get the credit. But at the 

same time, I had a boss who would call me “girl,” [08:00] he did not call me by my name. And I 

can remember being really annoyed at being called “girl,” because he didn’t call the men in the 

lab “boy,” he just called me, “Hey girl,” and I don’t know if that -- but I can remember being 

very irritated by that. And then the other thing I can remember is when I worked for doctorate -- 

I’m trying to think if... and also I had, at one point, when I was working for this pharmaceutical 

company, I had to commute quite a distance, and there was a job that was right across the street 

from where we lived in Philipsburg, and I went and applied for it, and it was essentially -- it was 

at Baker Chemical, and it was testing water quality and this sort of thing during the chemical 

procedures, and it was the kind of thing that I could have picked up pretty easily, but they did not 

[09:00] think I was tough enough, and I can remember the fellow asking me how I would react if 

someone came -- if I walked in to do a water sample and one of the workers swore at me. 

Because he told me that he thought I would break down and I wouldn’t be able to handle it, and 
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it was like, what does that have to do with my ability to do the job? I’m sure that’s why I didn’t 

get the job, because I was relatively soft spoken, he didn’t think probably that I had the backbone 

to put up with these tough guys out on the line, and I could just remember thinking -- so I 

encountered that, and the other thing even at Lehigh was kind of the idea that -- well, there were 

a couple places, and I probably shouldn’t say Lehigh. 

 

BC: No, go ahead. 

 

LW: But after my first year at Lehigh, I had -- OK, I think [10:00] in my graduate career I had 

one B+, otherwise everything else, I had A’s, I think an A-, and the B+ was the semester I got 

engaged and I think I spent too much time looking at my diamond. But the department had a 

fellowship, which was based on academic standing, it had nothing to do with financial need. It’s 

called the Katherine Comstock Thorne Fellowship, and they selected me for the fellowship, and 

the dean thought that my husband made too much money for me to have the fellowship, and 

luckily, my advisor and the department went to bat for me and said, “This is based on merit, this 

has nothing to do with her husband or what his salary is, or anything to do with him,” but he 

didn’t feel I should be entitled to the fellowship based on what my [11:00] husband did. So this 

was in, what, 1977, ’78, there was that attitude. And it persisted every year that I got the 

fellowship. He wanted to cut it or to dock it because he didn’t think I was justified to have it, and 

the department said, “She’s our best candidate for this fellowship, we want to give her this 

fellowship.” And that was interesting, I can remember ranting and raving about that because it 

wasn’t, you know, I wasn’t being given credit for the fact that I was chosen -- I mean, the 

department was standing by me, but the dean wasn’t. 

 

BC: Back tracking a little bit, did you ever find that sort of attitude at Brown, or do you know 

people who had, or do you think that that was a totally different environment somehow? 

 

LW: I think there was that -- the consciousness that you were a female, but was more in what 

[12:00] we discussed earlier about the fact that they just assumed because you had been a 

Pembroker, that you were smarter. So actually, that was a more complimentary kind of 

discrimination, if you were going to talk about, you know, them having an attitude, and I can 
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remember what I encountered -- and I don’t think male, female had as much to do with it. I was 

in the biology program, so I ran into a lot of pre -- meds, and also six -- year meds, and a lot of 

times, they would just pick your brain because they knew that you would know this. And so 

again, maybe that’s something of what you’re talking about, but it bothered me because I wasn’t 

really -- I really would never tell anyone I was going to go to medical school who wanted to go, 

because I didn’t want to get people to think that I was that type [13:00] of student, because I 

really enjoyed the learning experience, and I can remember talking to someone about something 

in that the professor talked about, and he said, “Well you don’t have to know that, he doesn’t 

want us to know that,” but I had been interested in it, and had pursued it, and just because it was 

fascinating to me, and I wasn’t sitting there stewing about what the professor wanted, I was just 

trying to learn what I wanted to learn. 

 

BC: Let me... were there any faculty members at Brown that had an influence on you, or role 

models for you? 

 

LW: Well, after my experience with my first advisor, I changed to a professor who taught 

biology 151, which was molecular biology, and his name was Dr. Rizen, and he was terrific. 

[14:00] I don’t know if it was because he was sort of a father figure, or the fact that he wasn’t 

trying to impose his own idea of what sort of biologist he wanted me to be, which is what I think 

the other fellow was trying to do, but he was very willing to listen to what I wanted to do, and 

also the kind of person where, you know, “come on in, come talk, tell me what courses and what 

you’re doing,” and I think the other thing was, because I had taken his course and it was one of 

those courses where it was a tough course, the labs were, when I look back, were really amazing 

kinds of molecular biology labs to just give to beginners, essentially, but they were really neat, 

and because they weren’t just cookbook kinds of things, there was a real challenge [15:00] in 

doing those labs, and that was the other part of it. He loved his subject so much that as he taught 

it, you couldn’t help but catch his enthusiasm, in fact, I think there are a couple professors whose 

notebooks I still have because of the fact that that course has such good memories, and actually, 

I’m remembering, it’s not -- Dr. Rizen was the chem professor, his name was... Rosenberg. Sorry 

about that, I can’t remember -- I could remember the name, but you know, like the person, it’s 

not really the name, because Dr. Rizen was the other person, because it’s like I have two 



22 
 

notebooks, and one is the molecular biology, and the other is the basic chemistry that I took, and 

actually, all my chemistry courses, [16:00] except for physical chemistry, I enjoyed very much. 

But because my dad was a chemistry professor, I was not about to major in chemistry, because I 

wasn’t about to be in a position where I was going to compete with my father, that sort of thing. 

But just thinking back about Brown, and this is something where Steve always laughed about 

this, that was the way people -- in addition to things like the sherry hours, and things that were 

rather contrived, the big social place typically for Brown and Pembroke was the library, because 

we all were supposed to be spending six hours a day studying, and so that was the excuse was 

you went to the Rock to study, and I did that my freshman year a lot, and actually though ended 

up at the Pembroke library after a while because it was quieter, because the Rock was really not 

a terrific [17:00] place to study, it wasn’t quiet. Everybody -- it was really more a big social 

thing. And I don’t know if they still have it, but they had like rooms with coffee and donuts 

where you could go and get a snack and sit and talk. 

 

BC: No, we’re not allowed to bring food or drinks into the library anymore. 

 

LW: Oh, well, this was something that was instituted one of the years, was a coffee room with 

the donuts, and they had different levels of rooms, and one room you weren’t supposed to make 

any noise at all, and another room you were allowed to talk, and this kind of thing. And then they 

had the stacks, and as I realized more and more I needed to be able to concentrate, I moved out 

of the rooms where there were just people at tables, into say the stacks that were on the same 

level, and then I moved down a couple floors until I was practically in the basement, you know, 

hiding out because I really needed that time, I didn’t need the [18:00] socializing time, and as I 

said, eventually ended up in some of the other libraries. One of my favorite ones was the old Bio 

-- med library, which was across the street from the present Bi-Sci library, but yes, the Rock was 

one big social. (inaudible) Did you want to hear a little more about the (inaudible)? 

 

BC: Yeah, sure, why did you want to say something about the --  

 

LW: It’s embarrassing that I couldn’t remember that biology professor’s name because he was 

such a neat guy. Anyway, (inaudible), I don’t know. The one thing that was interesting about the 
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co-ed dorm, is as Steve tells it, we used to sit around and read articles about what was going on 

in co-ed dorms and laugh, because ours was basically kind of a brother -- sister sort of thing, in 

fact, the times that I was dating someone outside the co-ed dorm, it was funny, because 

everybody would be out in the halls sitting [19:00] around, and this fellow would come to pick 

you up to take you to the movies or whatever, and they would all be checking him out. (laughter) 

And some people didn’t like that, they didn’t like to have the whole group seeing who this 

person was that you were going out with, but it was neat because I think it was this brother -- 

sister, this family unit. Now not everybody liked that, and so you know, it wasn’t all 100-and-

some as a family, but I would say we probably had 30, 35 people that were kind of our group. 

 

ST: At least. 

 

LW: At least. 

 

ST: At least 10 of us at any given time doing whatever it was -- see, someone would say, “Let’s 

do,” and they would come up with it, and then 10 people would go swarming [20:00] up, “Yeah, 

let’s go do it,” whatever it was. Someone worries that if somebody said, “Let’s go jump off a 

cliff,” and people would say, “Let’s go try it,” but if it was hang-gliding over the cliff, 

(inaudible). 

 

LW: Well, and they did kind of silly things, but I can remember one dorm effort where the 

president of the dorm, who was kind of spacey, everybody was sort of spacey sometimes, came 

to me one time and I had a sewing machine, and he said, “Gee, do you think you could sew 

curtains?” And I said, “Well, you know, if I had a book,” and I had a brand new sewing book -- 

oh no, I didn’t have a sewing book, but somebody else had a sewing book, I said, “I could 

probably do curtains,” and he said, oh, you know, then he wandered off, I don’t know, next time 

I saw him like a week later, he said, “You know those curtains, if they were lined, do you think 

you would make lined curtains?” Well I said, “Well, you know, I guess if I have Sue’s book, I 

could probably do it.” Well, [21:00] it turned out that he had decided that we were having a 

sherry hour for President Hornig, Donald Hornig, and we were going to have it right after 

intersession, which was the time between semesters, and we had about a week or so, and he 
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wanted to fix up the lounge, which was one of these lounges that was on the end of the dorms in 

the Wriston quad, so it was a three-sided lounge, so it had 12-foot ceilings and windows on all of 

those walls, and those were the curtains he wanted me to make. And somehow, with people 

pining and people -- the dorm people that were still around for intersession, we got together and I 

sewed all the seams, but we made those curtains, and somebody polished the candlesticks on the 

fireplace. 

 

ST: Yeah and somebody (inaudible), the [22:00] light fixture in the room -- somebody had set it 

up with the room had just been painted, so it looked beautiful. 

 

LW: Yes, and we did that, which was craziness, but it was the whole group working together, 

and in fact, that’s how I met Steve out of beer pancake breakfast, one time, because we 

sometimes do things on weekends, and the dorm had decided they were going to have a beer 

pancake breakfast where you make pancakes with beer, and we had a small kitchen downstairs, 

so Steve was one of the ones who helped cook the pancakes. We would do group things like that, 

and again, it took the emphasis off that having to have a date, and if you weren’t into having that 

sort of relationship, there was no problem. You were an OK person, you didn’t have to feel like 

you were a [23:00] misfit, or this ugly person just because you didn’t have a date for Saturday 

night, because with the group, I think we --  

 

ST: There was something planned every weekend. It varied from pancake breakfast to dinner or 

(inaudible), to going to (inaudible), going to a movie, or something, but there was something 

planned for every weekend. 

 

LW: You should tell that story about going from the room -- the cluster arrangement to the room 

by room. That’s a co-ed dorm story, perhaps. 

 

ST: Earlier, Lucy was talking about the establishment and how the dean (inaudible), hierarchy at 

the school did not get too excited about some of the things (inaudible). One of the things that 

went on in my first year was, [24:00] which was ’70 to ’71, that was my first year, was that we 

were in the first two floors for guys, second two floors for girls. So that was nice, but we decided 
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that that’s not really a co-ed living arrangement because nobody on the first two floors, the guys, 

ever saw any girls because they all disappeared in the third and fourth floor, so somebody had 

the brilliant idea that it’s going to be a co-ed dorm, at least floors should be mixed, so that there 

are women on the men’s floors, and the guys on (inaudible) floors. So we did that. And the 

school went berserk. 

 

LW: It wasn’t your sophomore year, you were president of the dorm. 

 

ST: No, it was... it was the next year. They told us that we had to go back into [25:00] the -- that 

we had no permission to get into that arrangement, had to be two floors guys, two floors girls, 

and that was it. No question, no arguing, we went back, and we said we weren’t going to go 

back, they said, “If you don’t go back, (inaudible) everybody in the dorm out, off -- campus,” I 

don’t know where they were going to throw us, but it became a big issue. And it also became a -- 

it was an interesting learning experience to learn how you negotiate and deal, because we did 

have one person in our dorm who was aimed to be a politician, and I guess he is one, and he 

decided that this was a (inaudible) issue that we should fight for, and take control of our living 

establishment, where we lived was something we should be fighting for, (inaudible) thrown out 

of the dorm, thrown out of the university or not. The rest of us had [26:00] decided that as long 

as we got what we wanted, we didn’t really need to rub anybody’s nose in it. The goal was to 

change the mix of where the guys and the girls were, and it was sort of making it to be known 

that if we would move back into our old arrangement, then the university would give us 

permission to do a cluster arrangement, provided we moved back and then they would give us 

permission. So we said, “Fine,” this particular person said, “No, can’t do that because that’s 

(inaudible),” but the rest of us said, “Who cares.” So we told him that in the middle we’d move 

back to our two floors guys, and two floors girls, and then the next morning we’d move back to 

the cluster [27:00] arrangement, and they were satisfied, and we were satisfied, (inaudible). 

Everybody’s pleased, and we had cluster arrangements (inaudible), I guess the next year it went 

from a cluster to alternate, which was the next step, which was every (inaudible). Except with the 

rules that (inaudible) whatever the designated bathroom was. There’s a sign where the bathroom 

was, and whatever room was outside, right across from the bathroom, that had to be where the 

bathroom was. 
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BC: So this was before the days of co-ed bathrooms. 

 

LW: Right. 

 

ST: We did some experimenting with it though, there was an experiment because once we did 

that, then there was an experiment where you take it to the next logical step, which was co-ed 

rooms. And there was one person who was named [28:00] Rich (inaudible). (inaudible). But he 

was an interesting person, he was going to go to some nightclubs (inaudible), but they decided 

that two other girls who had a double, he had a single, were going to switch where one of the 

girls would go to the single and (inaudible) the double, and it was interesting because those who 

knew him and knew the girls knew that it was purely a platonic relationship, but there wasn’t 

going to be anything going on, it was just... and in fact, we had a big party. There was a big party 

celebrating this thing that was going to happen. 

 

LW: He was an experimenter, too, we should say. He would [29:00] ride a unicycle all over the 

dorm, and he took a class at RISD one time and made this Mylar tent, and then slept in it like 

during December, and I think it was February, slept outside in the Mylar tent because that was -- 

and was always climbing the roof, you know, of the dorm and launching things. 

 

BC: What did he launch? 

 

LW: (inaudible). 

 

BC: How did the deans react when they heard about this co-ed room? 

 

ST: If they did hear about it, they never said anything about it, and since we had learned don’t 

shove it under their noses and everything will be OK -- the thing is, it only lasted for about two 

weeks because then it was (inaudible), and they moved back, and again, we still moving -- 

nothing was going on, but it was OK, [30:00] let’s go back to (inaudible). 
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LW: One of the things you talked about earlier when Steve said -- talked about experimenting 

was worst memory of Brown, Pembroke. I think I did talk about the grades there, but I also think 

about the drug situation, and I look on my experience -- we happened to be in a crowd that was 

more a bureaucrat, and there was some mild experimenting with drugs and things like marijuana 

briefly, but -- and I had a roommate one year who sold a tray of hashish brownies and stuff like 

that, but we were really more into a drinking crowd than druggies, but I think that was one of the 

sad things [31:00]... the sad things about some of the drug experimentation that was going on at 

that time was that with LSD and things like that, there was some people that just blew their 

minds on the stuff, and I could think of a couple people that just didn’t finish college, didn’t -- I 

remember running into a fellow who had a bad trip and eventually ended up in like a mental 

hospital, and I didn’t know this particular fellow, but there’s another person I can think of from 

my freshman class who started out with marijuana, but then progressed, and that’s something 

that you kind of forget about because luckily we just weren’t that involved in it, but some of that 

was pretty tough. And there was some rooms where even it was the marijuana, where they just, 

[32:00] you know, that’s all they did. They never went to classes. And I don’t think that was 

foreign to Brown, I think it was probably -- I don’t think you lasted very long at Brown if you 

got into that kind of behavior and that sort of thing. 

 

ST: But it was interesting because it was even though it was (inaudible), if one decided you 

weren’t going to be involved, like a couple of times I remember we were sitting in a circle 

playing (inaudible), which (inaudible), OK, and once you get a circle of about so many people 

and somebody would bring out, you know, marijuana or a joint or something, and start passing it 

around, depending on who you (inaudible), if you didn’t do that, it skipped you, [33:00] you 

know. It wasn’t a, “Oh, you gotta do (inaudible),” some people were experimenting with this, 

and some people aren’t, and you do what you wanna do. 

 

LW: There wasn’t that kind of peer pressure, and the same with things like the drinking. I mean, 

I think there was some drinking but it wasn’t -- I think in the co-ed dorm, I think you got away 

from that cliquishness, of say, all the guys in the fraternity sitting around and drinking until they 

threw up, you know, you just weren’t into things like that, that was more the fraternities, or 

whoever. Yeah. 
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BC: Did you know any women who had to drop out of school because they were pregnant? Was 

that something that was a commonplace, or was it just not an issue? 

 

LW: Hm... I could remember [34:00] our roommate who thought she might be pregnant, but she 

wasn’t, but... I think that probably the majority of the people up there were going to be sexually 

active, they also had enough sense to use contraception, so I never --  

 

BC: Well, I guess this now in the late ’60s, early ’70s, contraception was easy to get on campus? 

 

LW: Yeah, well, as I said earlier, you know, you could just go to the --  

 

BC: It was really surprising to me when you said that because in 19... it was either ’65 or ’66, it’s 

one of the folders in the archives, are just newspaper clippings from all over the country about 

two unmarried Pembroke students who received the birth control pill from the health services, 

and it was a national scandal, basically, [35:00] and Brown had to rush to their defense and say, 

“Well, they’re engaged,” and all this other stuff, and so when you said that you could go to the 

infirmary and just get the pill, that was really surprising to me because a few years before, 

everywhere from Hawaii to Maine was reporting that these two Brown co-eds, you know, they 

were editorials on it and everything. 

 

LW: I know that Brown infirmary, because I was at Brown for three years, I had more 

experience there. I think that Roswell Johnson, not just in terms of the pill, was really very 

enlightened or liberal, because -- I don’t know, or maybe he just wasn’t straight laced about 

things, I can -- I don’t know, I just think he was more practical about it, that if someone wanted 

that then why deny them? You know? [36:00] I can remember also when I had mononucleosis 

when I was a senior, he was kind of doing his own little research on things like mononucleosis 

cases, because I had had it when I was younger and he wanted to find out why (inaudible), so 

just kind of taking advantage of the fact that here’s a college situation where you run into a lot of 

people that probably would get mono, so. But... I thought the health service was enlightened. 

Except for the fact that with the x-ray, you only had the patch over one eye. 
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BC: Is there anything else that either of you want to talk about, I know you want to talk about 

freshman fundies before --  

 

LW: Oh, I forgot about that, yes, yes. That was one of the things that I don’t think any of the 

freshman Pembrokers ever missed once Brown merged with Pembroke, and that was [37:00] a 

required physical education course that I’m sure other people have talked about called freshman 

fundies, which included such essentials as learning how to carry a heavy suitcase properly, and 

also taking before-and-after posture pictures in your underwear, where you were supposed to, 

through freshman fundies, learn how to stand properly, lift your shoulders and your tummy stick 

out, and we did not really look forward to it. It was rather strange. 

 

BC: That is. 

 

LW: So that was freshman fundies.  

 

ST: I’m trying to think if I can remember that that was classic, (inaudible) Thayer Street Theater. 

(inaudible) 

 

BC: The Avon? 

 

ST: When we were there, it was like the movie of the year. [38:00] 

 

LW: Rothman, Dr. Rothman was his name. (laughter) 

 

BC: I can’t wait to see the transcript. (laughter) 

 

ST: The movie of the year, it wasn’t (inaudible), that was out of all the other movies that were 

there, there was only one movie, and it was there week after week after week after... and it never 

changed. 
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LW: And what was that movie? 

 

ST: I forgot. Because we never went, because --  

 

LW: I remember seeing The Graduate -- no, not The Graduate, the one with Dustin Hoffman 

and the cowboy one. 

 

BC: Midnight Cowboy. 

 

LW: Yeah, I saw that one there. 

 

ST: (inaudible), sort of like you get one per semester. So if you saw the movie, it was sort of like, 

that was it. (inaudible) [39:00] 

 

LW: I can’t remember very much about it, but yeah. 

 

ST: There were a lot of little things that (inaudible). 

 

LW: The other thing about Pembroke, though, is that it really seemed, kind of the word is 

archaic, or an anachronism at the time, because here we were in our jeans, and yet, at six o’clock, 

or by six o’clock, we had to get into our skirts and line up for dinners, which were really kind of 

a farce. I mean, they were attempting to have this nice atmosphere where you had waitresses that 

served, you could get away from the cafeteria-style dinners, but I remember it -- it always 

[40:00] seemed so rushed that it wasn’t achieving that purpose, and we always rebelled at the 

idea that we had to put this skirt on to go to dinner, and I can remember getting out of a lot of 

those dinners because if you had a babysitting job or something where you couldn’t eat at 6:15, 

you could eat at five o’clock with all the waitresses, and so there are a number of us that would 

do that, or if we could we’d -- I think occasionally you could get your meal pass so that you 

could go someplace else and have dinner, but it was rarely -- but I can see where at one point 

with Pembroke that may have been really nice, but in those days, it just was weird. Yeah, so. 

And yet, I can remember one of the things that when I went back for reunion, maybe this had 
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even happened between 1968 and when I graduated in ’72, was [41:00] I can remember how 

genteel and how beautiful the furniture was in the lounges at Andrews for instance then, and the 

other -- not Emory [Wally?] but the ones on (inaudible) --  

 

BC: Metcalf and Miller. 

 

LW: Metcalf and Miller, right. And all the ornate Queen Anne chairs and French Provincial this 

and that, which just did not survive with the males in the dorms because you sit down and crash. 

And that was really the end of an era, the end of like the sherry hours, although we laughed about 

the sherry hours because we did get the opportunity to meet professors and faculty, but also they 

served the sherry hour staring at five o’clock, and most of us had eaten lunch at 12:00, and you 

give us a class of sherry at five o’clock and you’re not going to eat until 6:00, and then they say, 

“Well, have another glass,” [42:00] and you’re like, “What did I say to that professor,” because 

after the second glass of sherry, you didn’t know what you had said. It was pretty hysterical 

sometimes, but it was -- the other thing we had to do, and I don’t know if Steve’s class had to do 

this, but in addition to getting the letter from your roommate when you were first starting school, 

there was a book -- now, in my year it was “John Barth: End of the Road,” and we had to read 

that for freshman week. And I don’t even remember why, maybe there might have been 

something where we had to go and discuss it, that it was amazing, you know, you’re going to 

college and you’re packing up, but you have to read this book, and it was a strange book, and I 

don’t really -- as I say, this was kind of interesting. Did you have to do that? 

 

ST: Uh-uh. 

 

LW: Oh, we did, mm- hmm. 

 

BC: Well thank you very much, this has been helpful and I know [43:00] the archives will 

appreciate this. Sign off (inaudible), I’m Becky Couric, Brown class of 1990, and I’ve been 

talking to Steve and Lucy Thompson, and Lucy’s from class of ’72, and Steve is from class of 

’73, in their home in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, on March 29, 1988. 

- END - 


