
 

 

 

 

CFAC Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, September 26, 2018 

5:15-6:30 p.m. 
 

Attended  Unable to Attend 

Kathleen Bowling (via phone) Amos Charles 

Carolina Cerezo Jean Marie Layton (staff) 

Catherine Cummings Victor Pricolo 

Marlene Cutitar Robert Schwengel 

Michele Cyr (ex-officio) Jie Tang 

Nitin Damle Allan Tunkel (ex-officio) 

Robert Dyer  

Thomas Krahn  

Stephen Mernoff  

Linda Nici  

Judith Nudelman  

Sharon Rounds (ex-officio)  

Robert Schwengel (via phone)  

Anne Walters (via phone)  

  

Abbey Botelho (Staff Support)  

  

  

 
 

1. The meeting began at 5:20 p.m. 
 

2. The May 16 meeting minutes were approved. 
 

3. Special guest: Dr. Jennifer Jeremiah, Associate Professor of Medicine, Clinician Educator and Director of 
Faculty Development in Clinical Education, and Associate Program Director, Brown Internal Medicine 
Residencies 
Dr. Jeremiah was invited to attend the meeting so that the committee could learn more about Dr. Jeremiah’s 
newsletter, Brown Educators’ Newsletter, and her other faculty development initiatives, in order to brainstorm 
ideas for potential collaboration. Dr. Jeremiah shared that the newsletter was created out of the need to 
provide faculty development to Medicine’s faculty and residents.  Committee members agreed that Dr. 
Jeremiah’s newsletter is an excellent resource to faculty in all departments. Through the discussion, it was 
learned that Emily Green, Director of the Program in Educational Faculty Development, brings together faculty 
from various departments who are doing similar work, such as Star Hampton from Obstetrics and Gynecology 



and Brian Clyne from Emergency Medicine, who both have similar newsletters. The committee agreed that it 
makes sense for CFAC to serve as a clearinghouse for these different departments’ newsletters, etc. and can do 
so by linking these newsletters to the CFAC website. Emily Green will be invited to attend the next CFAC meeting 
to share more about her initiatives and those of the different departments that she works with.  

 
4. Special Announcement from Sharon Rounds 

Dean Rounds shared that Dr. Nici was recently awarded the 2018 AACVPR Thomas L. Petty Distinguished 
Pulmonary Scholar Award, which Dr. Nici was selected for in recognition of her many outstanding contributions 
to the science of exercise and the treatment of pulmonary disease. 
 

5. Annual CFAC email and new membership application 
a. Abbey will send out the annual CFAC welcome email to all clinical and clinician educator faculty. 
b. Dr. Nici will reach out to CFAC members who have been on the committee for longer than the 

established membership term of 3-5 years, to see if anyone is any interested in stepping down to allow 
room for new membership; this will determine the number of new member spots. It was decided that 
rather than soliciting more faculty to apply to be CFAC members, the committee will select new 
members from the 2017-2018 applicant pool. Abbey will email the current CFAC members list and last 
year’s 11 applications to the committee for consideration. The committee still needs to decide if the 
new members’ term start date will be in January 2019 or during the start of AY2019-2020.  

 
6. Achievable goals for this year and Committee Members’ Online Profiles 

a. CFAC will aim to be a clearinghouse for educational efforts of the medical school and various clinical 
departments. One initiative will be to link departments’ faculty newsletters to the CFAC website.  

b. CFAC will be represented at the September 27th New Faculty Welcome event to share information 
about CFAC with new clinical faculty.  

c. In an effort to work more closely with MFEC, CFAC will aim to have one member attend every MFEC 
meeting. Dr. Nici will also approach MFEC Chair, Dr. Steven Moss, about jointly approaching Dean Elias 
about hosting another Town Hall meeting in the spring. CFAC would like to suggest topics, which may 
include the Partners Merger and focusing on education and teaching.  

d. CFAC will contribute bi-monthly articles to Kudos’ to highlight clinical faculty news from various 
departments.  

e. CFAC will continue to work with the Rhode Island Medical Society (RIMS) to highlight and reach more 
clinical faculty.  

   
7. Teaching Awards 

Abbey Botelho announced that she will be on maternity leave beginning at the end of February through the end 
of May, which is normally when the Teaching Awards’ application submission and review process takes place. It 
was agreed by the members to make some changes to the process to include moving up the “call for 
nominations” email to department chairs and directors to mid-late November and changing the submission 
deadline to mid-January. This will also allow committee members more time to review applications. Suggestions 
to lighten the administrative workload were also discussed, which included having the department 
administrators directly upload their applications to either Interfolio or the Google review site. Each department 
will be provided with a list of their faculty who are not eligible to receive an award due to the five-year 
restriction. Abbey will send out an email to departments at the end of October to notify them of the changes.  
 

8. Future meetings' special guests 
a. Dean Elias has agreed to attend the May 1, 2019 meeting. 
b. Emily Green, Director of the Program in Educational Faculty Development, will be invited to attend the 

November 28th meeting. 
 

9. Kudos: News from the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Dr. Bowling is awaiting information from Kudos’ editor, Kris Cambra, to write her piece on the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology. She will plan to submit for the October issue and will send her draft to the 



committee for review before the October 22nd submission deadline. Future topics and volunteer contributors 
will be discussed at the November 28th CFAC meeting.   

 
10. 9/27 New Faculty Welcome Event and MFEC Meetings 

a. BioMed Faculty Administration and the Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs are hosting a new 
faculty welcome event on September 27th. Committee members were asked to volunteer to staff the 
CFAC table in order to provide new clinical faculty members with information about CFAC; Dr. Cerezo 
volunteered to staff the table.   

b. It was discussed that CFAC should be represented at as many MFEC meetings as possible, so members 
were asked to sign up to attend one or more meetings during this academic year. Abbey will email the 
schedule to committee members.  

 
11. Other Announcements  

a. Dr. Cutitar shared that the Providence Medical Orchestra is open to all medical students and faculty and 
is looking for musicians to play in their December 8th performance. Dr. Cutitar will email the flyer to 
Abbey for forwarding to the committee.  

b. Dr. Cummings mentioned that she found an outdated CFAC website page and also found that it’s 
difficult to find CFAC’s website when searching from Brown’s AMS webpage. Abbey will look into both 
issues.  

c. Dr. Damle shared his concern that he has only received one teaching evaluation in his past 5 years of 
teaching. It was suggested that his concern be brought to Dean Allan Tunkel’s attention. Dean Cyr will 
ask Dean Tunkel to discuss this with Medical Education and ask someone to attend a meeting to discuss 
evaluations concerns.  

 
 Action items 
 

1. Abbey will invite Emily Green to the November 28th meeting. 
2. Dr. Nici will reach out to CFAC members who have been on the committee for longer than 3-5 years to see if 

there is any interest in stepping down to allow room for new membership. 
3. Abbey will email the current CFAC members list and last year’s 11 applications to the committee for new 

members consideration.  
4. Dr. Nici will ask MFEC Chair, Dr. Steven Moss, to approach Dean Elias with her to request a Town Hall Meeting to 

be held in the spring. 
5. Abbey will send an email out to department chairs, division directors and program directors at the end of 

October to notify them of the changes to the Teaching Awards process, and will then send out the “call for 
nominations” email by the end of November.  

6. Dr. Bowling will draft a brief article for Kudos and will share with the committee for review before the October 
22nd Kudos’ submission deadline.  

7. Abbey will email the MFEC meeting scheduled to the committee for members to sign up to attend meetings.  
8. Dr. Cutitar will forward the Providence Medical Orchestra flyer to Abbey to forward to the committee. 
9. Abbey will work with Drs. Cummings and Nici to find the outdated CFAC page and have it deleted, and to find a 

place on Brown’s AMS website to link the CFAC website. 
10. Dean Cyr will discuss teaching evaluation concerns with Dean Tunkel.  

  
The meeting was adjourned at 6:32 p.m. The next meeting will be held on November 28, 2018. 

 
 

 


