
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
CFAC Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2015 
5:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Attendees 
 

 
Unable to Attend 

 
Catherine Cummings, MD Michele Cyr, MD 
Janet Grace, PhD Arthur Frazzano, MD 
Kathleen Bowling, MD William Corrao, MD 
Robert Schwengel,MD Stephen Mernoff, MD 
Judith Nudelman, MD Charles McCoy, MD 
Caroline Troise, MD, PhD  
Amos Charles, MD  
Lindi Nici, MD  
Anne Walters, MD  
Glenn Tung, MD  
Jean Marie Layton  

 
Minutes from the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes from the previous meeting were approved.  Dean Tung will present the medical school’s strategic plan 
to the committee at the next CFAC meeting.  The plan, which Dean Elias will be presenting to the faculty in the fall, is 
focused on translational medicine and research and a broader faculty practice plan. 
 
Provost Transition – Vicki Colvin has stepped down as Provost and an internal candidate will be chosen for the 
position. 
 
Arthur Frazzano has officially resigned from the committee 
 
Awards Ceremony – June 10, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Alpert Medical School 
 
Letter to Dean Tunkel  
 
The committee will send a letter to Dean Tunkel regarding the difficulty of obtaining teaching evaluations for the 
teaching award reviews.   
 
General Discussion of Issues Relevant to Clinical Faculty:  
 
The survey of clinical chairs was reviewed and the difficulty of maintaining communication, the variability of support 
for promotions and faculty development and the confusion regarding obtaining support and dossier materials were 
discussed. 
 



• It was suggested to have a point of contact at the various hospitals to assist the faculty in obtaining 
evaluations. Unfortunately, this varies by Department.  Dr. Nici stated sending a letter to each Department 
Chair to request a specific contact person would assist with communication.  

• Dean Tung stated that at each hospital there is a Designated Institutional Officer (DIO) who is responsible for 
residency evaluations.  This person could also be a point of contact. 

• Jean Marie Layton suggested creating a Google Form for evaluations which would be more of a turn-key 
solution since the current system is not well-defined.  She also suggested adding the list of promotion 
committee Chairs to the CFAC website.  Dr. Bowling agreed and added that the Chairs need to identify clinical 
faculty who should be promoted.  Dean Tung will discuss this with the Chairs at the next Council of Clinical 
Chairs meeting.  He informed the committee that the Chair of Emergency Medicine sends out an annual 
newsletter to the entire faculty in the Department.  Certain Departments communicate with their faculty 
better than others.  

• Dr. Cummings stated that her Department has a general email that all faculty can access.  This email account 
is reviewed on a daily basis and questions from faculty are forwarded to the appropriate person. 

• Dr. Charles questioned why each Department Chair does not meet with their faculty to inform them about 
what is discussed at the Council of Clinical Chairs. Dr. Nudelman stated that the clinical faculty are Generally 
unaware of the medical school curriculum, and communication issues were found almost universally on the 
survey of the clinical chairs 

• The issues most important to the clinical faculty are communication and promotion.  Publications from the 
medical school i.e. Kudos and Medical Science are well-intentioned but do not discuss areas applicable to 
clinical faculty. As clinical faculty are increasingly dispersed, communication is both crucial and more difficult 

 
CFAC can make recommendations to the Department Chairs regarding communications and promotion assistance. 
Dr. Schwengel stated that the Dean could set parameters so that all Departments communicate in the same way.   
 
Dr. Nici suggested inviting the new Chair of Pediatrics, Dr. Phyllis Dennery, to attend the next CFAC meeting. Dr. 
Patricia Flanagan is the Vice Chair for Pediatrics and may also be a resource.   Dr. Nudelman will contact Dr. Flanagan 
to assist with CFAC membership.   
 
The role of CFAC is to advise the Dean as to what matters most to clinical faculty.  The main issue is communication. 
Secondary concerns include teaching evaluations, promotions and programs.  Liz Boynton will email the Chair Survey 
that was completed by CFAC to Dean Tung so that he may discuss these issues with Dean Elias. 
 
Relationship between MFEC & CFAC 
 
MFEC is a sanctioned university committee. Its members are elected from the academic faculty and meet once a 
month during the academic year.  However, there have been issues with meeting on a regular basis.   
 
Dean Tung stated that there should be an all faculty committee which would combine both MFEC and CFAC since the 
issues are analogous.   The all faculty committee would include both academic and clinical. This should be the 
ultimate goal.  Dr. Nici stated that it would be more effective to have one committee.  It would give the faculty more 
influence at the medical school. 
 
Dr. Nudelman and Dr. Nici will approach Dr. Jody Rich who is the Chair of MFEC to discuss the issues regarding 
meetings and having members from MFEC on CFAC and vice versa.  It may be worth proposing to the Dean that the 
two committees combine into one.  The only concern would be the length of time for membership.  MFEC requires 
only a one-year commitment which CFAC feels is not enough time to find solutions to the overall issues. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  The next meeting will be held in September.  


