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This Policy Brief examines the age at which youth leave school and the reasons for leaving school in the study area.  

Based on data from Rounds 1, 2, and 3 of the Jimma Longitudinal Family Survey of Youth conducted between 2005 and 
2010. 
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Percent of Ever Enrolled Youth Leaving School at Each Year of Schooling  

Only 23% of ever enrolled youth leave 
school at the primary or lower secondary 
levels. In the first nine years of 
schooling between 1% and 2% of ever 
enrolled youth exit school at any given 
year of schooling. The rate of exit from 
school rises rapidly for the first time at 
grade 10. Seven percent of ever 
enrolled youth in the study exit from 
school after completing 10 years of 
schooling (which corresponds to the 
completion of lower secondary).  

Reasons for Exiting School 

Of the 23% of ever enrolled youth who 
had dropped-out of school at the 
primary and lower secondary levels, 
the most common reason for 
discontinuing study was not having 
enough money. Sixty-nine percent of 
youth who stopped studying indicated 
that money problems were the 
primary reason for terminating their 
studies. The second most common 
reason for leaving school was to 
provide care for another family 
member (21%), followed by personal 
health problems (16%).  
 
Access to a school is not a significant 
problem in the study area: only 5% of 
youth who left school gave this as a 
reason for stopping their studies. 
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Reducing drop-out rates at the primary and secondary level is one of the main goals for the next 
five years of the Ministry of Education’s Education Sector Development Program IV (ESDP IV). 
While access to education at the primary and secondary levels has improved dramatically in 
Ethiopia over the last decade, grade repetition and early exits from school remain high. The Jimma 
Longitudinal Family Survey of Youth has tracked an initial sample of 2,100 youth ages 13-17 for 
the last five years with three rounds of survey questionnaires. The surveys collected information on 
current enrollment status and reasons for leaving school among youth who dropped-out or who did 
not continue in school and move to the next level.  



Jimma Zone in Ethiopia 

The Jimma Longitudinal 
Family Survey of Youth 

The Jimma Longitudinal Family 
Survey of Youth (JLFSY) began 
in 2005. It is representative of 
Jimma Town, the small towns of 
Yebu, Serbo, and Sheki, and 
nearby rural areas. The stratified 
sample includes 3700 
households and 2100 boys and 
girls ages 13 to 17, yielding 
about 700 adolescents each for 
Jimma Town, the small towns, 
and the rural areas. Household 
data were collected from the 
household head or the spouse of 
the head. Adolescents were 
directly interviewed. 
Questionnaire data were 
collected by trained interviewers 
in the Amharic and Oromifa 
languages. 

The JLFSY is an interdisciplinary 
effort by specialists in 
epidemiology, community 
health, biostatistics, 
demography, sociology, and 
economics. The study examines 
critical challenges that youth 
face such as health, education 
and training, employment and 
earnings, forming families, and 
becoming productive citizens. A 
special focus of the study is on 
key sources of support for youth 
as they meet these challenges 
including parent and kin 
investments, household 
resources, parent and kin 
guidance, local community 
infrastructure, and informal 
support networks. 
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Policy Recommendations 

Reasons for School Exit by Sex 

Boys are more likely to exit school for financial reasons than girls. 
Close to 80% of boys who left school left because there was not 
enough money compared to 58% of girls who left school. On the 
other had, slightly more than one-fifth (22%) of girls who left 
school quit to get married compared to only 1% of boys. 
 

Reasons for School Exit by Place of Residence 
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There is important variation in the reasons for leaving school by 
level of urbanization. Exits from school due to money problems 
were most common in urban areas. In rural areas, youth who left 
school were more likely than in urban areas to report personal 
health problems or the need to care for other family members as 
the reason for leaving school. 
 

In Jimma Town and the surrounding small towns and rural 
communities included in the Jimma Longitudinal Family Survey of 
Youth (JLFSY), access to primary and secondary schools is not a 
significant obstacle to staying in school for the large majority of 
families. This result is evidence of the success of the 
government’s efforts to increase educational access. The results 
presented in this Policy Brief suggest that achieving the next goal 
of reducing the rate of dropping-out at the primary and 
secondary levels will be more challenging and must involve some 
element of poverty reduction. The large majority of ever-enrolled 
youth in the study area who left school site problems with money 
as a reason for stopping their studies. The second and third most 
common reasons related to the need to care for other family 
members, or health problems experienced by the respondent. 
 


