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HISP0730 - Encounters: Latin America in Its Literature and Culture, Prof. Felipe Martínez Pinzón 
An introduction to major authors, movements, and themes of Spanish American literature from the Discovery 
to the present. This course also aims to develop students' oral and written expression in Spanish. Students are 
expected to engage in close reading and discussion of texts, as well as to revise their papers. 
 
HISP0740 - Intensive Survey of Spanish Literature, Prof. Sarah Thomas 
This course provides students an overview of the major authors and movements in Spain’s literature from the 
Middle Ages to the twentieth century. It teaches students to close-read and engage critically with individual 
texts and their literary, historical, and social conditions of production. Throughout, we will interrogate canon 
formation, examine the literary construction of the self and the nation, and analyze the reflection – and 
creation – of culture in literature.  
 
HISP0750E - Topics in Hispanic Culture and Civilization, Prof. Mercedes Vaquero 
This course provides an overview of the culture and history of Spain from medieval times to the present, 
drawing from literature, art, music, and film. We will study Islamic al-Andalus, Judeo-Spanish culture 
(including the Sephardic diaspora), Christian Spain, the conquest and colonization of the “New World,” the 
decline of empire, the Civil War and its aftermath. Historical and cultural connections between Spain and 
Europe, and Spain and America will also be examined. 
 
HISP1240O - Theater of Renaissance England and Spain, Profs. Laura Bass & Coppélia Kahn 
Protestant England and Catholic Spain were political rivals for much of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. Yet for all their differences, the two countries developed remarkably similar theatrical cultures. Both 
gave rise to the first commercial playhouses. Plays in both combined popular and learned traditions, and 
audiences came from diverse sectors of society, raising the concern of moralists convinced of the theater’s 
pernicious effects. This seminar will juxtapose English and Spanish plays with similar themes--e.g., class 
conflict, gender identity, nationhood--by Shakespeare, Lope de Vega, and others to explore the commonalities 
and highlight the particularities of these two theatrical traditions. 
 
HISP1330T -El amor en español, Profs. Mercedes Vaquero & Julio Ortega 
This course will visit a series of famous, colorful and controversial couples (novios, esposos y amantes) from the 
literature and history of Spain and Latin America. We will consider such themes as courtly love, erotic love, 
commonplaces about love and distortions of them, the degradation of idealized love, and the renunciation of 
human love in favor of divine love in the medieval and Renaissance periods. We will also address 
contemporary rites of passage in the formation of couples, traditional and modern views of love and marriage, 
as well as the “death of the couple,” love and melancholy, melodrama and hysteria. 
 
HISP1330Z - Tropical Fictions: Geography and Literature in Latin American Culture, Prof. Felipe Martínez 
Pinzón 
Tropical nature in Latin America has been represented in conflicting ways: a place of leisure and sensuality, 
but also of depravity and sloth; a place of infinite riches but also a space where disease and racial degeneration 
thrive. Tracing the variations and endurances of these tropes in 18th- to 21st-century Western consciousness, 
this course aims to re-think the tropics in literature, film and the arts from a vantage point different to that of 
temperate-climate European civilization. Readings include canonical fictions such as La vorágine (1924), 19th-
century European travelogues from the region, as well as contemporary indigenous art. 
 
 



HISP1371A - Lorca, Vallejo, Neruda, Prof. Michelle Clayton 
This course delves into the work of three towering figures of modern poetry in Spanish: Spain's Federico 
García Lorca, Peru's César Vallejo, and Chile's Pablo Neruda. We will explore their evolution from avant-
garde experiment to increasing political commitment, paying particular attention to questions of gender, 
indigeneity, and modernity, seeing how each poet strives to entwine aesthetics with politics without sacrificing 
an extraordinary lyricism. Our readings will include side-trips into their prose, theater, and visual art, and into 
experiments in poetry, performance, and politics by some of their contemporaries (and ours). 
 
HISP1371B -  Sports and Culture in Latin America, Prof. Luis Miguel Estrada Orozco 
Sports in Latin America are big, and in some cases huge, and their significance goes way beyond pure 
entertainment. They are a contemporary theater of sorts where underlying social tensions are relived and 
sometimes exacerbated. This course studies soccer, boxing, baseball and lesser-known sports (e.g., 
ultramarathons and women’s wrestling) in relation to Latin American national narratives, politics, race, and 
gender. Using tools of sociology and anthropology, among others disciplines, we will study the representation of 
and discourse about sports in cinema, literature, television, and other media. IN ENGLISH. 
	

 


