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HISP 2160N  Antiquity and Innovation in the Hispanic Renaissance/Andrew Laird 
 
 The artistic and literary florescence of the Siglo de Oro paralleled a broader current of 
cultural innovation, which extended beyond peninsular Spain to other parts of Europe and the 
Americas – a movement which can be conceived as a Hispanic Renaissance. After an 
introductory overview, the seminar will highlight four major tendencies, through close 
examination of some foundational authors and texts. The course will be organised thematically, 
but texts will generally be approached in chronological sequence, beginning with Antonio de 
Nebrija’s investigations in the 1490s and ending with Carlos de Sigüenza y Góngora’s 
showcasing of New Spain’s complex legacies. 
 
 
 

HISP 2350X Literatures of Work and the  
Work of Literature in Latin America/Felipe Martínez-Pinzón 

 
            This seminar investigates the ways in which labor has been represented in Latin 
American literature from Independence until the mid-20th century. We will explore the 
representations of different agro-export tropical booms in fiction —tobacco, rubber and 
banana— in order to understand how work determined the ways in which populations and 
landscapes were imagined into being. Finally, this seminar will incorporate fictions of labor that 
appear more difficult to control and as such are rendered as gothic: vagrancy and banditry. 
Seminar readings and discussion will be held in Spanish. 
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HISP 25020I Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz in Her Literary Context/Stephanie Merrim 
 
            Intensive study of Sor Juana's major writings in a variety of genres; comparisons with 
other writers of her extended literary milieu. 
 
 

HISP 2520R Radical Borders/Gustavo Quintero Lozano 
 
            This course considers Mexico from a transnational perspective in order to explore the 
aesthetic and political dimensions of its northern and southern borders. We will examine the 
question of migration from and to Mexico in novels, poems, and theoretical materials from 
countries such as El Salvador, Honduras, and the United States. The objective is to 
conceptualize the notion of border not only as a space of surveillance and law enforcement but 
also as an arena for radical politics and revolutionary ideals. We will read texts by Horacio 
Castellanos Moya, Alaíde Foppa, Yuri Herrera, Subcomandante Marcos, and Sayak Valencia 
among others. 
 


