
Department of Hispanic Studies 
Undergraduate Courses - Spring 2015 

 
(N.B. all courses are subject to change; refer to Banner for the most up-to-date information) 

 
  
HISP0710B Hispanic Culture through Cinema, Prof. Mercedes Vaquero 
This course will examine eleven cinematic works of the contemporary Hispanic world (Argentina, Chile, 
Mexico, Spain, and the USA) from 1999 until 2012. We will focus on the cultural, thematic, technical and 
aesthetic aspects of the films, as well as on their socio-historical and political context. Every movie will be 
discussed in class integrating sociological, historical, political and aesthetic contexts, as well as a critical analysis 
of the film as artistic expression. This is a course also designed to improve students’ speaking abilities while 
learning about Hispanic cultures and cinema. 
 
HISP0750B - Hispanics in the US, Prof. Beth Bauer 
Designed to bridge academic learning about Hispanic/Latino culture and volunteer work in agencies serving 
Hispanics in Providence. Readings, films, and guest presentations focus on issues of concern to these groups. 
Spanish language learning occurs in the classroom and the community, where students have the opportunity to 
enrich and test course content. 
 
HISP0760 - Transatlantic Crossings, Prof. Sarah Thomas 
This course provides students a comprehensive introduction to literature and culture of the Spanish-speaking 
world, through exploration of a wide range of genres (short story, poetry, theater, novel, and film) and periods 
of production. The course not only gives students a contextualized historical panorama of literature in Spanish, 
it also equips them with strategies for reading, thinking, and writing about texts and films in Spanish, preparing 
them for more advanced literature and culture courses in Hispanic Studies. 
 
HISP1370V - Mujeres Malas, Profs. Mercedes Vaquero & Julio Ortega 
This seminar will analyze the notion of "bad women" in Pre-modern and Latin American Literature and visual 
texts. Perception, representation, and stereotyping of these women, both historical and fictional, as Mad, 
Witch, Femme fatal, Hysterical, and Crazy, will allow us to follow the ideological narrative that produced these 
characters. Some of them are based on medical, primitive, political, and even psychoanalytic conceptions. We 
will discuss the primitive Castilian epic cycle, Celestina, Carmen, the novel and the opera; Malinche, Cortez' 
translator in the conquest of Mexico; and novels and short stories from contemporary authors as well as Luis 
Buñuel's films. 
 
HISP1370W - La Cultura Política de la Transición y DDHH en el mundo Hispánico, Prof. Julio Ortega  
This course will discuss literary representations of "transitions" as the social and cultural mechanisms by which 
a country or region (Spain, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Cuba) moves from tradition to modernity, from the rural to 
urban, and from authoritarian regimes to democracy. We will also analyze the role of borders, social spaces, 
political negotiation, mapping, and networks in the sagas of migration. 
 
HISP1370Y - Literatura y Cine de la Revolución Cubana, Prof. Esther Whitfield 
Cuba’s revolution of 1959 gained extraordinary visibility internationally, motivating images of bearded rebels, 
jubilant crowds and middle-class flight. Yet even as the Cuban Revolution became an object of representation 
abroad, it guided the domestic production of new forms of literature and cinema. Over the course of the 
semester, we will trace the relationship between fiction and film, and between art and the revolutionary project, 
from 1959 to the present day. 
 
 
 
 



 
HISP1700A Creative Writing for the New Digital Media, Prof. Orlando Luis Pardo Lazo 
This class is a workshop in creating literary and non-literary texts in Spanish conceived for online publication. 
Drawing from theoretical reflections on the new media today, with examples of its use, we will explore the 
creative possibilities of multiple genres of digital communication —from short stories and poems to digital 
journalism and social networking. Ethical and esthetical considerations will also be discussed.  
 


