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Name:   Concentration:   

Campus Telephone:   Date:   

Course Description:  
With film well into its 2nd century, a large body of work has emerged that plays with, around, 
and against conventions of classical cinema. Specifically, what we understand to be traditional 
narrative structures, such as drama, documentary, and action films. In fact, experimental 
narrative now has some of its own genres, which are to be found in both mainstream and fringe 
media. The goal of this class is to investigate some of these forms of experimental narrative. It is 
predicated on a basic understanding of narrative conventions, and designed to encourage 
students to make work that challenges those conventions. 
 
Some examples of experimental narrative that we will investigate: temporal displacement 
through non-conventional editing; reenactment; improvisation (and other unconventional forms 
of performance); the blurring of documentary truth and fiction. There are many more. We will be 
screening a wide array of films, both long and short gauge. Relevant texts will accompany those 
films, and students will be expected to engage in discussions of both films and texts. From there, 
students will make a series of films that implement alternative narrative strategies. In the second 
half of the semester, students will be given ample time to make a film of their own choosing; 
however, in addition to that final project, there will be several specific film assignments, a short 
paper, and individual presentations. 
 
 
Applicants are required to have completed at least one time-based media class at Brown or its 
equivalent. 

2) List other courses in MCM: 

1) List other courses in the arts (writing, visual arts, theatre, photography, 
etc.) 

3) IMPORTANT:  Submit a sample of your previous time-based media work. This can be 
a DVD, a thumb drive, or a URL link. 

4) The second half of this course will be structured around a production projects of your 
choosing, which engages with questions of narrative. Describe briefly a film, video, or other 
project you might like to undertake. Indicate whether this would be shot and/or edited on 
film or video, etc. (You must already be competent in the media you choose.) If you are 
accepted into the class, you will not be held to this project. ONE PAGE TYPED OR LESS, 
sent to Jennifer_Montgomery@Brown.edu. 
For our purposes “narrative” is broadly defined - i.e. you do not necessarily have to produce 
a story project, in the conventional sense of the term. 

Prerequisites: Students are expected to be competent technically. 
This Is A Course For Advanced Level Students In Media. 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

Application Process:  A written application will be distributed during the first class session and the 
final class list will be determined after this meeting. Permission of the instructor required. 

	
	
	


